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DEDICATION. 


TO 

MR. JOHN HUMPHRIES; LATCHINGDON, ESSEX. 


My Dear Friend, 

I have the greatest pleasure in inscribing to yovt 
this New Translation of a writer of your own taste and 
feelings ; both as a mark of the high esteem, which l have 
always felt for you : and also as a proof of the continuance 
of my ardent attachment to the cause of Him, who for us 
9 endured ,' as Paul says, ‘ such contradiction of sinners against 
himself V 'jfi* 


I am, vqypenx Friend* 

• \ 

Your truly Affectionate and Obliged Servant* 
VV. K. CLEMENTSON. 


June 2 , 1827 . 
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PREFACE, 


In recommending, the following little work 
to the perusal of the Christian reader, far be 
it from me to encourage the notion, that 
much indiscriminate reading of theological 
writings tendeth to make good Christians: 
for the greatest part, even of those honored 
by the appellation of Fathers of the Church, 
frequently run very wide of the mark of 
troth, and are adapted more to bewilder 
than to edify. This remark will be found 
applicable, with even greater force, to the 
writings of modern divines, especially the 
numerous company of the present day, who 
are indeed destitute of all soundness. 

The more I read, the more I see and feel 
cause to admire, and adhere to that watch- 
word, as it may be termed, of the reformers, 
viz. : ‘ that the bible is the only legitimate 
standard for the proving of orthodoxy and 
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heresy.’ As it is written — ‘ To the law and 
to the testimony : if they speak not according 
to this word, it is because there is no light in 
them.' (Isa. viii. 20.) 

And Tiewing the infinite number of * wolves 
in sheep’s clothing/ who, in this our day, lie 
in wait at every turning, to entrap the simple, 
I am exceedingly anxious that those repeated 
divine cautions should be deeply impressed 
on the minds of all who value their immortal 
souls, viz. : * Beware of mem' (Matt, x.17.) 
‘ Beware of false prophets* (Matt. viL 15.)* 
* Take heed, therefore, hew ye< hear.’ r<(Inike : 
viii. 18.) * Beloved, believe not > every': spirit* 

but try the spirits, whether they are of God s 
because many false prophets- are gone out into, 
the world’ (I John.iv. 1, bom &c.^ ; •• • • (! . 

Yet still it must be confessed that there 
are choice portions of divinity scattered here 
and there, through the wide space of > About 
eighteen hundred years, which can sfcarCely 
be read without edification*, of these the 
choicest that I have met with, : is the epistles 
of Ignatius. • ••• . • 

On my first meeting with these epistles, 
feeling their excellency, and the admirable, 
spirit in which they are composed, ’I felt also 
surprised that they should be so little known 
among us; and upon that undertook, 'Ood- 
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sparing me, to provide a new version of them, 
with the view, not only of gratifying those 
friends, who, I well know, will be truly 
gratified, but also that others likewise may 
read, atid' see (if it shall please Goo) what 
manner of people his chosen people are. 
-They are seven in number, which were all 
written after their author’s condemnation to 
the wild beasts. Five of them may be called 
letters of thanks to the churches, from which 
he had' received kindnesses, on his way from 
'Antioch' to Rome. The vigilant servant of 
Christ ’ takes occasion therein to address 
earnest exhortations of perseverance to the 
saints, explaining at the same time some 
important points of the Christian faith ; and, 
above all, solemnly warning them to beware 
of the too zealous and industrious heretics 
of the times. The letter to his friend Poly- 
carp is of a somewhat different character, as 
'it contains exhortations and instructions to 
that great bishop himself, respecting the vast 
importance of his office, and the right manner 
of fulfilling its duties. The letter to the 
Roinans is truly beautiful, and widely different 
froift all the rest, and may be called a letter 
Of entreaty; wherein he earnestly beseeches 
them to use no means whatever for the 
reversal Of the sentence passed upon him by 
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Hie emperor, but rather to encourage him to 
meet his approaching trial like a faithful and 
valiant soldier of Christ. 

The heretics were of that kind called 
Docetse, which signifies seemers. They held 
that the Almighty Redeemer had only the 
appearance of a man, and consequently that, 
when he was crucified, he did not really 
suffer, but merely seemed to suffer: hence 
the name, seemers * 

These epistles, excellent as they are, as far 
as I know, have been only once translated 
into our language, viz., by Archbishop Wake, 
about a century back. The volume of the 
learned archbishop contains several other 
writings, together with a large mass of pre- 
liminary matter, amounting in the whole to 
four hundred and seventy-four pages. The 
bulk of such a volume, independent of any 
other cause, is a great impediment to its cir- 
culation among that class of my fellow- 
creatures, for whom this translation is more 
particularly designed. 

The epistles of Ignatius are introduced by 
one of Polycarp, Bishop of the Smyrnseans, 
who was the first that collected them together, 
in order to be transmitted to the church at 
Philippi, according to their request. Polycarp 
is, upon strong grounds, believed to have been 
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presiding over the Smyrnsean church at the 
time that the apostle John addressed to it 
that letter contained in the Revelation. The 
two letters with which the book is concluded, 
exhibit to us the last trials of these two 
eminent primitive Christian bishops and 
martyrs. 

All that history has handed down concern- 
ing their lives, is contained in the following 
testimonies of the ancients, which are taken 
from the valuable edition of the most learned 
Archbishop Usher. 

I have deemed it necessarry to add in an 
appendix a few explanatory notes and obser- 
vations; such as the present inauspicious and 
superstitious times seemed to me to call for, 
and also to discuss somewhat more at large 
one or two passages of scripture, on which 
prevailing errors have been grounded. 

After the work was, as I thought, finished, 
a second appendix also became necessary, by 
the recent issuing from the press of a pam- 
phlet of a very heretical character, and which 
required to be noticed in the strongest terms 
of reprobation. Many, no doubt, would like 
the book better without either of these 
appendages: but those whose opinion is 
alone worth any regard with me, will not be 
b 
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tiff that number j they will be thankful for 
them bdth. 

Be it remembered* that by the publication 
of these most ancient, and also, on that 
account, most interesting letters, I have no 
View of establishing any one point of faith ; 
for the bible is the true standard for that 
purpose : SO far from it, that if I thought 
there was a single expression in them at 
variance with the Word of God, they should 
not be published by me. 

All disquisition with regard to their 
genuineness I purposely avoid, not wishing 
to waste the time of my reader ; but for his 
satisfaction Shall present him with two short 
extracts from two writers of very good 
repute ; While for farther information on that 
bead, I refer the more curious and inquisitive 
reader to the incomparable Usher, or to the 
later Work of Archbishop Wake. 

«« But to prove the genuineness of that 
epistle (to the Romans) and of the other six, 
which are every Where received, would he a 
vain thing, after the diligent researches of 
SO many Very learned men, even without the 
pale of the Roman church, by whose industry 
the question has so well succeeded, that no 
doubt is made of their authority but by those 
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only who fear not to reject those books, wcla 
of holy scripture, which overthrow thdr own 
errors.” — R uinart. 

“ Of these epistles, seven are Said to have 
been written by this eminent martyr, during 
his journey from Antioch to Rome ; nod these 
the most learned of men aknewledgfe to he 
genuine, as they stand in the edition that Was 
published in the last century, frOoa a irtanuf 
script in the Medicean library.”— M qshbiw. 

The modern taste, more particularly in 
religion, is a very spurious, a very false taste: 
and some readers will doubtless be slrprised 
at the bold and firm manner in which heretics 
are withstood by Ignatius and Polyearp. The 
same, however, was the practice of the 
apostles and prophets who Went before them; 
and ever has been the practice of every *0011 
of God’ from that day to this. Rut no such 
thing as burning of heretics, or taking away 
their lives by other means, or offering any 
kind of violent resistance to them, was ever 
attempted by the primitive Christians. In 
fact they had the command of their Master 
to wholly abstain from such conduct : * Put 
up again thy sword into his place : for all they 
that take the sword shall perish with the 
sword' (Mat. xxvi. 52 .) This command 


Digitized by 


Google 



xii 


PREFACE. 


they bore In mind, and more than that, they 
paid obedience to it. 

Bnt when men mix up polities with their 
religion, and thud become troublesome to the 
state, the religion of such men is vain ; and 
it is not to be expected that Governments will 
at all times bear with their insolence : and 
such, in being punished, are only * buffeted 
for their faults.’ (1 Pet. ii. 20.) And indeed 
in a country, and at a time, where and when 
liberty of conscience is granted to the utmost 
that can possibly be desired, there is no 
excuse for even a discontented thought on 
that subject. Brevity being my aim, I shall 
not longer here detain the reader; only 
adding, that if he reaps but half the pleasure 
in the perusal, that 1 have reaped in the 
translating of the following work, my labour 
will meet a more than sufficient recompence. 

W. K.C. 
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TESTIMONIES 


OF 

THE ANCIENTS, 

C6NCBRNING 

IGNATIUS AND HIS EPISTLES; 


IRBNAU8, AGAINST HBRB8IB8 BOOK V., C. 28. 

THUS spake one of onr brethren , who on account of hk 
Witnessing for God, was condemned to wild beasts : — “ For 
I am the corn of God, and would be ground by the teeth 
of wiki beasts, that I may be found the pure bread of God."* 


ORtOBN, SIXTH SERMON ON JLUKK. 

I have found it elegantly written in the epistle of a certain 
Martyr, I mean Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, the second after 
Peter, who in a persecution fought with beasts at Rome : — 
u The virginity of Mary was hid from the Prince of this' 
world." f 

* Ignat. Epist. to the Romans. 

f Ignat. Epist. to the Ephesians. 

B 
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ANCIENT TESTIMONIES 


EUSEBIUS, ECCLESIAST. HISTOR. BOOK III., C. 35 . 

Ignatius, famous until now in most places, obtained by 
lot the bishopric, second in succession after Peter, at Antioch. 
History informs us that this man was sent from Syria to 
the city of the Romans, and became the food of wild beasts, 
because of his testimony for Christ. And as he made his 
journey through Asia, with a most careful watch of guards, 
confirming the sojourners in every city, whither he journeyed, 
by verbal discourses and forewarnings, he exhorted them 
above all, to beware of the heresies, even then first springing 
up and appearing j and cautioned them to hold fast what was 
delivered by the apostles, which for security he now also, 
forcibly bearing testimony, thought it necessary to commit 
to writing. 

In this manner at length, having arrived at Smyrna, where 
was Polycarp, he writes one epistle to the church at Ephesus, 
making mention of its shepherd Onesimus $ and another to 
that at Magnesia, on the Maeander, where again he made 
mention of Damas, the bishop 5 and moreover another to 
that at Tralkss, the ruler of which at that time, he relates, 
was Polybius. In addition to these, he writes also to the 
church of the Romans, to which he proffers also an exhor- 
tation, that they would not, by petitioning against his martyr- 
dom, deprive him of his longed-for hope. 

CHAPTER XXXVI. 

And these things he wrote from the fore-mentioned city to 
the churches enumerated. But now being gone beyond 
Smyrna, he converses again by letter from Troas, both with 
(hem at Philadelphia, and with the church of the Smyrnaeans, 
and privately with Polycarp, its president $ whom well know- 
ing to be an apostolic roan, he, as a genuine and good shep- 
herd, commends to him his flock at Antioch, counting him 
worthy to have the care of it, on account of his diligence. 
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ATHANASIUS, IN THE BOOK OP THE SYNODS OF ABIMINUty AND 
8ELEUCIA. 

Ignatius, who was ordained bishop after the apostles, and 
became a martyr of Christ, writing concerning the Lord, 
said : /r There is one physician, bodily apd spiritual, (bora pqd 
not born, God in man, true life in dearth, both of Maryaqd of 
God.”* And some of the teachers after Ignatius also, them- 
selves write : “ One, the upgenerpted, the Father \ apd op^, 
the generated son from him* the true offspring, the word and 
wisdom of the Eather.”t 

JO. CHBYSQPTpM, IN TUB ENCOMIUM Op iGNATIUS.J 

He was personally acquainted with the apostles, and en- 
joyed the spiritual streams. What such then, is it likely, that 
he was, who was instructed among them, and conversant 
with them in all places, and who partook of their public and 
private discourses 5 and was by them counted worthy of 39 
great a government ? 

He here means the dignity of the episcopal office $ which 
that Ignatius received from the . apostles , he thus shews in the 
following words 

1 

“ For not only because he was counted worthy of so great 
a government, do I admire the man, but because he was 
appointed even by those holy men to this government, And 
the hands of the blessed Apostles touched Shat saeeed 
head.” 

* Igoat. Epist, Ephes, 

t Perhaps, put of those hymns of which mention is made in Eps^h., 
Hist. lih.,$, c. ult.aad Bssil on the Holy Ghost, c. 27 and 29. 
t Vol. 5, Edit $avil. page .49}*. 
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ANCIENT TESTIMONIES 


JEROME, IN THE CATALOGUE OP BCCLBSIABT1CAL WRIPRE8. 

Ignatius, the third* bishop of the Church at Antioch, after 
the apostle Peter, having been condemned to the beasts by 
TVajan, who brought on a persecution, is sept in chains to 
ilome ; and when he had come by sea to Smyrna, where 
Polycarp, a disciple of John, wtis bishop, he wrote one 
epistle to the Ephesians, another to the Magnesian*, a thiid 
to the Trallians, a fourth to the Romans ; 'and going froip 
thence he wrote to the Philadelphians and to the Smyrnseans, 
and privately to Polycarp, commending to him his church 
at Antioch : in which he also cites a testimony concerning 
the person of Christ from the Gospel, which I lately tran- 
slated. 

THBODOBBT, DIALOGUE 1. 

I will shew you an illustrious teacher of the ehurch, and 
his mind concerning the Incarnation, that you may know 
what he thought concerning the nature taken by him . You 
have surely heard of that Ignatius, who, by the right hand 
the great Peter, received the favour of the high priest- 
hood, and when he had ruled the church at Aptioch, was 
crowned with the crown of martyrdom. 


SOORATBS, HISTOR. BCCLBSIAST. — BOOK VI., C. 8. 

i / • . 

Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, of Syria, the third from the 
apostle Peter, who also was well acquainted with the apostles 
themselves, saw a vision of angels, hymning the Holy Trinity 
in alternate hymns, and delivered the method of the vision to 

* Whereas Jerome and Socrates say, that Ignatios was the third bishop 
at Antioch ; and EuSebius and Origen, that hie was' the ’second, it most 
bt understood that Jerome includes Peter ha the first bishop there. & 
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/the church at Antioch > from whence also this tradition was 
given among all the churches. 

GILDA8, IN HIS REPROOF OF THE CLERGY OF BRITAIN. 

Who among you is as the holy martyr Ignatius, bishop of 
the city of Antioch, who, after admirable acts in Christ, for 
his testimony, was bruised to pieces by the jaws of lioos at 
Rome } whose words, at the time of liis being conducted to 
suffer, when ye hear, (if your countenances know what it is 
to blush) ye will not only not imagine yourselves priests in 
comparison of him, but not even common Christians. 

EVAGRIU8, HISTOR. BCCLES1AST. — BOOK I., 0. 16. 

And at that time the divine Ignatius (as is related by John,* 
the rhetorician, with others) after that, according to his 
desire, he had for a sepulchre the bellies of wild beasts, in 
the amphitheatre at Rome, is also, by the harder bones which 
were left, and conveyed to Antioch, to what was called the 
cemetery, after a long time removed. 

* Not Chrysostom, (ssP. Halloix thought), but a historian, whom 
the Same Evagrius mentions, book 11., c. 12. 
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COMCBftNUtO 

POLY CARP. 


IBSN^US, BPI8TLB TO PLOMNOft. 

These notions the elders before us, and they who were 
well acquainted with the apostles, delivered npt unto thee : 
for when I was yet a boy, I saw thee in the Lower Asia with 
Polycarp, living in splendour in the royal court, and striving 
to be in good repute with him : for I make mention of what 
passed then, rather than later things : for the instructions pf 
our boyhood grow together with, and are united with our 
life : so that I can tell even the place, wherein the blessed 
Polycarp sat and reasoned 5 and his manner of approach, 
and his coming in, and the fashion of his life, and the figure 
of his person, and the discourses, which he held with the 
multitude $ and his converse with John, as he related it, and 
with the rest of those who had seen the Lord ; and how he 
called to mind their sayings, and what things they were, 
which he had heard from them concerning the Lord ; and 
concerning his miracles, and concerning his doctrine, as 
Polycarp had received from the eye-witnesses of the word of 
life, he related all things in harmony with the scriptures. 
These, even then, through the mercy of God bestowed upon 
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me, I attentively heard, commenting on them, not on paper, 
but in my heart, and I perpetually, through the favour of 
God, ruminate upon them in sincerity. And I can testify 
before God, that if that blessed and apostolic elder had heard 
*ny diich thing, he wotald have exclaimed, and stopped his 
ears, and according to his custom, would have said, O, good 
God ! to what times hast thou reserved me, that l fchould 
endure this ? and he would have fled from the place, wherein 
hie was sitting or standing, when he heard such words : and 
also from his epistles, which he sent, whether to the neigh- 
bouring churches, confirming them, or to any of the brethren, 
admonishing and encouraging them, it can be made 
manifest* 


the same, — epistle to victor, bishop of the romans. 
On tub passovbr (barter.) 

VThen the blessed Polycarp had made a visit to Rome, in 
the time of Anicetus, and they had conferred a little together 
concerning some other affairs, they were quickly at peace, 
not being fond of contention between themselves about this 
principal matter : for neither could Anicetus persuade 
Polycarp not to observe, what he had always observed with 
John, the disciple of our Lord, and with the other apostles 
with whom he had been acquainted nor, on the other hand, 
did Polycarp persuade Anicetus to observe them, who said, 
that he ought to hold to the custom of the elders before him. 
And matters being thus circumstanced, they held communion 
together 5 and in the church Anicetus yielded the administra- 
tion of the eucharist to Polycarp, from pure esteem for him-, 
and they parted in peace, the whole church, both of those 
who observed, and of those who did not observe, (the 
eastern custom), enjoying peace. + 


* Easeb., Book v., His tor., c. 20. 
t Easeb. Book v., c. 26. 
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ANCIENT TESTIMONIES 


I REN. BUS, BOOK III., AOAIN8T HERESIES, C. 3. 

And Polycarp also,* who was not only taught by the 
apostles, and conversant with many, who had seen Christ, 
but also ordained by the apostles In Asia bishop in the church 
hi Smyrna, (whom also we saw in our youth $ for he con- 
tinued a long time, and departed this fife at a very great age, 
having gloriously, and in a most illustrious manner, suffered 
martyrdom). Poly carp always taught these things, which he 
learned even from the apostles, and which hef delivered to 
the church, and which only are true. 

All the churches in Asia, and the successors tiU this day in 
the chair of Polycarp, testify that he was a much move 
creditable and more steadfast witness of the truth than 
Valentinus and Marcion, and the other evil-minded person 4. 

He also in the days of Anicetus made a journey to Rome, 
and turned many back from the fore-mentioned heretics to 
the church of God, by preaching that he had received this 
-one and only truth from the apostles, whichf he also deli- 
vered to the church. 


* Euseb., Book iv., c. 14. 

f In the Greek text of Irenceus, which we have here taken from Euse- 
bius, those two places wherein meotion is made of eccletiasUt tradition , 
seem to have been somewhat changed from the primitive reading of 
Ireneus and of Eusebius too. For as to what is read in the former 
place, “ and which the church deliver*” since not only the very ancient 
translator of Ireneus has rendered it — “ and which he delivered to the 
church t” but also Rufinus, the old translator of Eusebius, has rendered 
it 5 * and theee he delivered to the church /' it can hardly be doubted but 
that they both read in the Greek : “ and which he delivered to the church ” 
In like manner in the latter place also, whereas Rufinus and the other 
translator have both rendered it : “ and which he delivered to the church” 
they found those verbs wholly in the active voice ; not in the passive, as 
they are now read in Eusebius s “ which wa* delivered by the church $ 

§ Archbishop Usher has clearly proved in his note, that the Greek has been altered la 
the two above-mentioned places. And I have no donbt that the alteration waa made. 


Digitized by Google 



CONCERNING POLYCAR*. 


9 


And there are those who have heard him declare that John* 
the disciple of the Lord, going to bathe at Ephesus, and 
perceiving Cerinthus within, sprung out of the Bath, un- 
bathed, and with this speech — ■“ Let us flee, lest even the 
bath should fall upon us, Cerinthus, the enemy of the truth, 
being within.” And moreover, when Marcion once met 
Polycarp himself, and said to him, ' Acknowledge us/ he 
answered, “I acknowledge thee the first-born of Satan/* 
So great a fear had the apostles and their disciples, that they 
would not even in discourse hold communion with any one of 
those that adulterated the truth : as also Paul said, “ A mail 
that is a heretic after the first and second admonition, reject : 
knowing that he that is such is subverted, and sinneth, being 
condemned of himself.*’* 

There is moreover an epistle of Polycarp, written to the 
Philippians, very profitable, out of which those who are 
desirous, and who are minding their own salvation, may learn 
both the impression of his faith, and the preaching of the 
truth. 


TERTULL1AN, BOOK OF PRESCRIPTIONS, CH. 32. 

For thus the apostolic churches pay their rates $ as is related 
by the church of the Smyrnaeans, which had Polycarp ap- 
pointed by John. 

EU8EBIUS, HI8T. ECCLES. BOOK III. CH. 35. 

In these times too, was eminent in Asia, Polycarp, the com* 
panion of the apostles, to whom was entrusted the bishopric 
of the church at Smyrna, by the eye-witnesses and attend- 
ants of the Lord. 


whether by the eastern or western church, to support their superstitions doctrine of 
infallible tradition. I have therefore adhered to the old and true reading. Innumer- 
able instances of deception of the same kind are proved both by Usher and his learned 
contemporary, M r. James. C . 

• Titus III., c. 10, 11. 
c 
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ANCIENT TESTIMONIES 


BtJAEB. — BOOK IV. CH.14. 

But Polycarp, in his Epistle to the Philippians, which is 
Still extant, has brought some citations from the first Epistle 
of Peter. 

JEROME, CATALOGUE OF ECCLESIASTICAL WRITERS. 

Polycarp, the disciple of John the Apostle, and ordained 
by him Bishop of Smyrna, was chief of all Asia $ inasmuch as 
he had for his masters, and saw, 30m e of the apostles, and 
of those who had seen the Lord. This man, by reason of 
certain questions concerning Easter-day, came to Rome, 
under the Emperor Antoninus Pius, when Anicetus ruled the 
church in the city ; where he brought again to the faith 
numbers of believers, that had been deceived, by the persua- 
sion of Marcion and Valentinus. And when Marcion had by 
accident met him, and said : “ Acknowledge us he an- 
swered : “I acknowledge thee the first-born of the devil/* 
And afterwards in the reign of M. Antoninus and L. Aurelius 
Commodus, in the fourth persecution after Nero, he was 
delivered to the fire at Smyrna, the Pro-consul and all the 
people sitting in the Amphitheatre, and crying out against 
him. He wrote to the Philippians a very useful Epistle/ 
which even to this day is read in the assembly of Asia. 

GlLDAS, IN HI8 REPROOF OF THE CLERGY OF BRITAIN. 

Who among you is, as the shepherd of the Smymaean 
church, the excellent Polycarp, the witness of Christ, who 
humanely set a table for the guests, that eagerly dragged 
him to the fire ; and when cast to the flames for the love of 
Christ, said : “He who hath granted to me to bear the punish- 
ment of fire, will grant unto me to endure steadfastly the 
flames without being fastened with nails.*’ 
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PHOTIU8, BIBLIOTHECA. NUM. 126 . 

Ail Epistle of Polycarp to the Philippians was read, full of 
much admonition, with perspicuity and simplicity, according 
to the ecclesiastic character of interpretation. And he also 
says, that he had sent unto them the Epistles of Ignatius 
Theophorus, and begs to be informed by them in return, if 
they had heard any thing of him. 
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Will you be ready, with all faithful diligence, to banish and 
drive away all erroneous and strange doctrines, contrary to 
God’s word 5 and to use both public and private monitions 
and exhortations, as well to the sick as to the whole, within 
your cures, as need shall require, and occasion shall be given ? 

Answer. I will, the Lord being my helper. 

The Ordering 0/ Prietts . 
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EPISTLE OF POLYCARP, 

BISHOP OF SMYRNA, AND MARTYR, 

TO THB 

PHILIPPI ANS. 


For our conversation is in heaven ; from whence also we look 
for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ ; who shall change 
our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious 
body, according to the working whereby he is able to subdue 
all things unto himself — Phil. iii. 20, 21. 

1. Polycarp, and the elders with him, to the 
church of God, which sojourneth at Philippi ; 
mercy and peace from God Almighty, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ, our Saviour, be multi- 
plied unto you. 

I rejoiced greatly in our Lord Jesus^Christ 
with you, who received the patterns of true 
love, and helped on their way, as it behoved 
you, those that were infolded in bonds befit- 
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ting saints, which are the diadems of those, 
who have been truly chosen of God and our 
Lord ; and that the strong root of your faith, 
declared of old times, remaineth until now , 1 
and bringeth forth fruit unto our Lord Jesus 
Christ, urhp for our sips epdurad eyen to 
undergo death ; whom God raised, having 
loosed the pains of death ; in whom, though 
ye have not seen him, ye believe, and believ- 
ing ye rejoice with joy unspeakable, and full 
of glory ; (into which joy many have a strong 
desire to enter,) knowing th^t by grace ye 
have been saved, not by reason of works, 
but by the will of God, through Jesus Christ. 

JL Wherefore gird up yo\ir loins anew, 
and serve God in fear and truth, having for- 
saken tiie empty vain speech, and the error 
of the multitude, having put your trust in 
him, who raised our Lord Jesus Christ from 
the dead, and hath given hfoa gfory pad a 
throne at his right hand; to whom ad thfcg* 
heavenly and earthly have bean subjected , 
whom every spirit sprvafo j who is comiqg fo 
judge the quick and the dead, Wq<?,d 

God will require of them that disobey him. 
But he, who ^raised him from foe dead, will 
also raise us, if we do his will, and walk in 
his commandments, afld .love foe things, foa* 
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he loved ; abstaining from all injustice, gree- 
diness, loVe of tooney, evil-speaking, false* 
Witnessing; not rendering evil for evil, or 
railing for railing, or striking for striking, or 
cursing for cursing. But call to mind what 
the Lord said, when teaching: ‘Judge not, 
that ye be not judged ; forgive, and it shall 
be forgiven unto you; shew mercy, that 
taefcy may be shewn unto you; by what 
measure ye mete, it shall be measured unto 
you again. And, that blessed are the poor, 
and they who are persecuted for righteous- 
ness’ sake, because thebe's is the kingdom of 
God.’ 

III. These things, brethren, I have not 
taken upon myself to write unto you concern- 
ing righteousness ; but, because ye first caHed 
upon me. For neither I, nor any other like 
unto me, is able to follow after flie wisdom 
of the blessed and glorious Paul, who being 
personally present among such of you, as 
were then living, taught diligently and firmly 
the word of truth. Who also, when he was 
absent, wrote epistles unto you, ‘to which if 
ye give heed, ye will ’be enabled to be built 
on the faith, which has been given unto you, 
which is the mother of you all, hope follow- 
ing close upon, love leading the way, love to 
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God and Christ, and to our neighbour. For 
if any one of these be within, it hath fulfilled 
the commandment of righteousness; for he 
that hath love, is far from all sin. 

IV. But the love of money is the begin- 
ning of all calamities. Knowing then, that 
we brought nothing into the world, and cer- 
tainly are not able to carry any thing out, let 
us arm ourselves with the armour of righte- 
ousness; and let us teach first ourselves, to 
walk in the commandment of the Lord ; and 
afterwards your wives to walk in the faith 
that has been given unto them, and in love 
and chastity; (being naturally affectionate 
to their own husbands in perfect truth, and 
loving all alike in perfect continence) and to 
instruct their children in the instruction of 
the fear of God. Let the widows be prudent 
concerning the faith of the Lord, interceding 
without ceasing for all, being far from all 
calumny, evil-speaking, false-witnessing, love 
of money, and every evil ; knowing that they 
are altars of God ; and that all our concerns 
are- seen, and that nothing is hid from him, 
neither reasonings, nor thoughts, nor any 
of the secrets of the heart. 

V. Knowing therefore that God is not 
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mocked, we ought to walk in a manner 
worthy of his commandment and glory. In 
like manner let the deacons be blameless 
before his righteousness, as servants of God 
in Christ, and not of men ; not devils, not 
double-tongued, not fond of money, conti- 
nent in all things, compassionate, diligent, 
walking according to the truth of the Lord, 
who became servant of all ; whom if we shall 
well please in the present world, we shall 
receive also that, which is to come, as he 
promised us, to raise us from the dead : and 
that if we shall conduct ourselves in a man- 
ner worthy of him, we shall also reign with 
him, if we do indeed believe. In like man- 
ner also, let the young men be blameless in 
all things, above all providing for chastity, 
and restraining themselves from every evil. 
For it is good to be raised up from the lusts 
that are in the world ; for every lust warreth 
against the spirit. And neither fornicators, 
nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves 
with mankind, shall inherit the kingdom of 
God. Wherefore, it is necessary that they 
abstain from all these, being subjected to the 
elders and deacons, as to God and Christa 
Let the virgins walk in a blameless and pure 
conscience. 
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VL And let the elders also be tender- 
hearted, compassionate towards all, convert- 
ing those, which have been led astray, taking 
the oversight of all the infirm ; not neglect- 
ing widows, or the orphan, or the poor : but 
providing always that which is good before 
God and men, abstaining from all wrath, 
respect of persons, unjust judgment; being 
for from the least love of money; not be- 
lieving hastily against any one; not severe 
in judgment ; knowing that we are all debtors 
of sin. If, therefore, we beseech the Lord, 
that he may forgive us, we ought also to 
forgive. For we are before the eyes of the 
Lord and of God, and we must all stand 
before the tribunal of Christ, and each give 
an account for himself. We should there- 
fore so serve him with fear, and entire devo- 
tion, as himself commanded ; and the apostles, 
who preached the gospel unto us; and the 
prophets, who before proclaimed the coming 
of our Lord; being zealous for that which 
is good, abstaining from offences, and from 
the false brethren, and from them, who bear 
the name of the Lord in hypocrisy, who lead 
astray empty men. 

VII. For every one, who confesseth not 
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that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is 
Antichrist :' 2 and whosoever confesseth not 
the testimony of the cross, is of the devil. 
And whosoever perverteth the oracles of the 
Lord to his own lusts, and says that there is 
neither resurrection, nor judgment, this man 
is the first-born of Satan. Wherefore hav- 
ing forsaken the vanity of the multitude, and 
their false doctrines, let us turn to the word 
delivered unto us from the beginning, being 
vigilant with prayers, and continuing instant 
in fastings ; beseeching the All-seeing God 
with supplications, not to lead us into temp- 
tation, as the Lord said : “ the spirit is indeed 
willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

VIII. Let us therefore continue without 
intermission in our hope, and the earnest 
of our righteousness, which is Christ Jesus, 
* who bore our sins in his own body on the 
tree ; who did no sin, nor was guile found in 
his mouth but he endured all things for us, 
that we might live in him. Let us therefore 
be imitators of his patience ; and if we suffer 
for his name, we glorify him ; for by himself 
he set us this pattern ; and for this we be-, 
lieved. 

IX. I therefore exhort every one of you to. 
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obey the word of righteousness , 3 and to ex- 
ercise perfect patience, which ye have seen 
before your eyes, not only in the blessed 
Ignatius, and Zosimus and Rufus ; but also 
in others of your own people , and in Paul 
himself, and the rest of the apostles ; having 
been persuaded that all these did not run in 
vain; but in faith and righteousness; and 
that they are in the place due unto them, 
with the Lord, with whom also they suffered. 
For they loved not this present world ; but 
him, who died for us, and of God rose again 
on our account. 

X. Stand 4 therefore in these things, and 
follow the example of the Lord ; firm in the 

faith and immutable, fond of the brother- 
hood, loving one another, united in the truth, 
shewing meekness one to another, despising 
none. When ye have the power of doing 
good, defer it not : because mercy delivers 
from death. Be ye all subject one to ano- 
ther; having your conversation irreproach- 
able among the Gentiles ; that by your good 
works both ye may receive commendation, 
and the Lord in you may not be blasphemed. 
But woe unto him, by whom the name of the 
Lord is blasphemed. Therefore teach all 
sobriety ; in which be ye also fashioned. 
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XI. I have been exceedingly grieved for 
Valens, who was made presbyter among you 
sometime ago ; that he is so ignorant of the 
station which was given unto him. I ad- 
monish you, therefore, to abstain from covet- 
ousness, and to be chaste and true of speeoh. 
Abstain from all evil. Whosoever is unable 
to govern himself in these things, how ean he 
charge another? If any one has not kept 
himself from covetousness, he will be polluted 
with idolatry; and will be judged as if he 
mere among the Gentiles. But who are igno- 
rant of the judgment of the Lord ? Know 
we not, that the saints shall judge the world ? 
as Paul teaches. But no such thing have I 
perceived among you, or heard of, among 
whom the blessed Paul laboured; who are in 
an especial manner his epistles : for, of you 
he boasts in all the churches, which alone 
then had known God: for we had not yet 
known him. I am, therefore, brethren, sadly 
grieved for him, and for his wife : to whpm 
may the Lord give true penitence. Be, ye, 
therefore, sober in this, and do not , esteem 
such as enemies, but recal them as frail and 
erring members, that your whole body may 
be safe : for, by so doing, ye build up your- 
selves. 
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XII. For I am confident that you have beeq 
well exercised in the holy scriptures, and 
nothing is hid from you : but to me it has not 
lately been granted : as it is written in these 
scriptures : — * Be ye angry , and sin not ; and 
* Let not the sun go down on your wrath* 
Blessed is he who remembers : which I believe 
to be in you. Moreover, may God and the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
eternal High-priest himself, the Son of God, 
Jesus Christ, build you up in faith and truth, 
and in perfect meekness ; and without wrath, 
and in patience, and long-suffering, and en- 
durance, and chastity; and give you a lot 
and part among his saints, and unto us, to- 
gether with you, and to all who are under 
heaven, who shall believe in our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and in his Father, who raised him 
again from the dead. Pray for all the saints. 
Pray also for kings, and powers, and princes, 
and for them that persecute and hate you, and 
for the enemies of the cross : that your fruit 
may be manifest in all things ; that you may 
be perfect in him. 

XIII. Both you and Ignatius wrote to me, 
that if any one should go into Syria, he should 
carry the letters from you also : which I will 
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do, if I find a convenient opportunity, either 
I, or one, whom I shall send to discharge a 
mission also for you. The epistles of Igna- 
tius, which were sent unto us by him, and 
what others we had trith us, we have sent 
unto you, as you charged us ; which are sub- 
joined to this bpistle, from which you will be 
able to be greatly comforted : for they con- 
tain faith and patience, and all edification 
that pertaineth unto our Lord. And concern- 
ing Ignatius himself, and those who are with, 
him, signify what information you have 
received. 

XIV. This I have written unto you by 
Oreseens, whom in the present epistle I have 
commended unto you, and now commend: 
for he has had his conversation among us 
without blame; and I believe also in like 
manner among you. Moreover, you shall 
have his sister commended, when she shall 
come unto you. Be ye safe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, in his grace, with all yours. Amen. 
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EPISTLE OF IGNATIUS, 

BISHOP OF ANTIOCH AND MARTYR, 

TO THE 

EPHESIANS. 




He that hath an ear , let him hear ufhat the spirit saith unto fho 
churches : to him that overcometh, will I give to eat of the 
tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of Qod.— 
Rirr.iLf. 

I. Ignatius, also' called Theophorus, to the 

most blessed church, which is in Ephesus of 

Asia, bids much joy in Jesus Christ and in 

his spotless grace, which has been blessed by 
the majesty and perfection of God the Father, 
which was fore-ordained before the worlds to 
be always for glory, permanent, immoveable, 

united, and chosen in real suffering, I. * * * 5 by the 
will of the Father and of Jesus Christ, our 
God ; — I have had proof of your well-beloved 
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natae in God, which ye have possessed by a 
righteous birth, according to faith and love in 
Jesus Christ our Saviour : being followers of 
God, having kindled into new life in the blood 
of God, you have well performed a work 
agreeing therewith; inasmuch as ye had 
heard of me, bound from Syria, for the com- 
mon name and hope, hoping by your prayer 
to attain in Rome to fight with wild beasts, 
that through martyrdom I maybe enabled to 
attain to be a disciple of him, who for us 
offered himself to God, an offering and a 
sacrifice. For I have received your whole 
multitude in the name of God in Onesimns, 
whose love is not to be told, and your bishop- 
in the body ; 6 whom I beseech you to love 
according to Jesus Christ, and to be every • 
one of you in his likeness. F or, blessed is h* 
who hath freely given unto you, 'being wor- 
thy to possess such a bishop. - 

II. - And concerning my ! fellow - servant 
Burrhus, pertaining to God your deacon,’ 
blessed in all things, I pray him to remain* 
for the honor of you and of the bishop : and 
also Crocus, worthy of God and of you, whom 
I have received as a pattern of the love- 
which k from you, hath refreshed me in all 
things; so also will the Father of 'Jesus 
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Christ refresh him, together with Onesimus, 
and Burrhus, and Euplus, and Fronto, by 
whom, as pertaining to love, I have seen you 
all. May I have joy of you always, itj 
however, 1 be worthy. It is then becoming 
ih every way to glorify Jesus Christ, who 
hath glorified you ; that being made complete 
in one subordination, being subjected to the 
bishop, and to the presbytery, you may in all 
things be sanctified. 

III. I do not charge you, as being any per- 
son : for, although I am bound in his name, I 
have not yet been perfected in Jesus Christ : 
for, now I begin to be a disciple ; and I speak 
with you as with my fellow-disciples : for, I 
ought to have been anointed by you with 
faith, admonition, patience, long-suffering. 
But since love does not suffer me to be silent 
concerning you, for this cause I have been 
beforehand in exhorting you to run in agree- 
ment with the will of God. For, also Jesus 
Christ, our undoubted life, is the will of the 
Father, as also the bishops, who have been 
ordained to the ends of the world, are in the 
will of Jesus Christ. 

IV. Whence it is fit that you should run in 
agreement with the will of the bishop, which 
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also ye do. For, your honourable presbytery 
has been so fitted to the bishop, as strings to 
a harp. Therefore, by your unanimity and. 
symphonious love, Jesus Christ is sung. 
And be ye also individually a chorus, that 
being symphonious in unanimity, having re* 
ceived the tinge of God by unity, you may 
sing with one voice, through Jesus Christ, to 
the Father ; that he also may hear you, and 
may acknowledge, by your well-doing, that 
you are members of his son. Therefore, it is 
profitable for you to be in blameless unity, 
that also you may always be partakers of God. 

V. For, if I in a little time have had such in- 
timacy with your bishop, (not that pertaining 
to man, but spiritual), how much more do 1 
count you happy, 8 who have been so suspended 
upon him , as the church upon Jesus Christ, 
and Jesus Christ upon the Father, that all 
things by unity may be symphonious ? Let 
no man be deceived; if any one be not within 
the altar, 9 he lacketh the bread of God. For, 
if the prayer of one and of a second hath such 
great force, how much more that, both of the 
bishop and the whole church ? Therefore, he 
that assembleth not with you, is already 
proud, and hath condemned himself : for, it is 
written — ‘ God resisteth the proud.’ Let us 
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give diligence, then, not to resist the bishop, 
that we may be under obedience to God. 

VI. And as much as any one beholdeth the 
bishop silent, the more let him fear him : for, 
every man, whom the master of the house 
sendeth into his own ^stewardship, we ought 
so to receive, as him that sent him. It be- 
hoveth us, therefore, to regard the bishop 
present to our sight, as the Lord himself. 
Truly, One8imus himself exceedingly peaiseth 
your good order in God $ that ye all live ac- 
cording to truth ; and that in you no heresy 
dwelleth : norindeed do ye even hear anyone, 
except Jesus Christ speaking in truth. 

VII. For some are wont to bear about the 
name in wicked deceit, but doing certain 
things unworthy of God, from whom you 
must turn away, as from wild beasts: for 
they are rabid dogs, secret biters, whom, as 
they are with difficulty cured, you must guard 
against. There is one physician, both having 
a body and being a spirit, born and not born, 
made flesh, yet God ; in death, yet true life ; 
both of Mary and of God, first passible and 
then impassible, Jesus Christ our Lord. 10 

VIII. Therefore let not any one deceive 
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you, as indeed ye are not deceived, belong- 
ing wholly unto God. For when no strife 
has place among you, which can torment you, 
in truth ye live after God. May I be your 
offscouring and the purification of the church 
of you Ephesians, famous throughout the 
world. The carnal cannot do spiritual things, 
nor can the spiritual do things carnal ; 11 as 
neither can faith do the things of unbelief, 
nor unbelief the things of faith. But what 
ye do even after the flesh, these are spiritual ; 
for ye do all in Jesus Christ. 

IX. But I have known some, who passed 
by you, having an evil doctrine ; whom ye did 
not suffer to sow among you, having stopped 
yOur ears, that ye might not receive the 
things sown by them, since ye are stones of 
the temple of the Father, having been pre- 
pared for the building of God the Father, 
being raised up on high by the engine Jesus 
Christ, who is a cross ; using as a rope the 
Holy Ghost. And your faith is yOur leader 
upwards, and love the way which raiSeth 
up to God. Therefore ye are also all fellow- 
travellers, possessing God, temples of God, 
possessing Christ, possessing holiness, as 
pertaining to all things having been adorned 
with the commandments of Jesus Christ ; 
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in whom I also am glad, because I have been 
counted worthy, by what I write, to hold 
converse with you, and to rejoice with you, 
that pertaining to another life ye love nothing, 
but only God. 

X. And also for other men pray without 
ceasing. For there is in them hope of 
repentance, that they may obtain God. Per- 
mit them, then, even by your works to be 
instructed by you. To their anger be ye 
meek, to their lofty speeches be ye humble- 
minded ; unto their blasphemies do ye oppose 
prayers, to their error be ye steadfast in the 
faith, to their savage behaviour be ye mild. 
Not being zealous to imitate them in oppo- 
sition ; let us be found their brethren by 
moderation ; hut let us be zealous to be fol- 
lowers of the Lord ; who has been more in- 
jured, who more spoiled, who more despised ? 
that not any plant of the devil may be found 
among you ; but that ye may remain in per- 
fect chastity and temperance in Jesus Christ, 
bodily and spiritually. 

XI. What remains, are the last times ; let 
us stand in awe, let us fear the long- 
suffering of God, that it may not be to us in 
order to condemnation. For either let us 
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feaf the future wrath, or love the present 
grace.: one of the two only is found in Jesus 
Christ, in order to be truly alive. Without 
him let nothing be becoming unto you, in 
whom I carry about chains, spiritual jewels, 
in which may it be granted me to rise again 
by your prayer, of which prayer may I always 
be a partaker, that I may be found in the 
lot of Ephesians, the Christians, who always 
harmonized even with the apostles in the 
power of Jesus Christ. 

XII. 1 know who I am, and to whom I 
write; I am under condemnation, ye are 
they who have obtained mercy ; I am under 
danger, ye are they who have been made 
sure. Ye are the passage of those who are 
slain to God ; partakers of the same myste- 
ries with Paul the sanctified, the martyred, 
the most blessed, in whose footsteps may I 
be found, that I may obtain God, who in 
every epistle makes mention of you in Christ 
Jesus. 

XIII. Be diligent, therefore, more fre- 
quently to assemble for the giving of thanks, 
and for the glory of God ; for when ye con- 
tinually assemble, the powers of Satan are 
destroyed, and by the unanimity of your 
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(kith his deadly snares are broken. Nothing 
is better than peace, by winch all war of 
things heavenly and things earthly is made 
to cease. 

XIV. None of which things is hid from 
yon, if ye have in sincerity faith and love 
towards Jesus Christ, whieh are the begin- 
ning of life, and the end; the beginning, 
faith ; and the end, love ; bnt the two, when 
they are in unity, belong to God. And all. 
other things are attendants on uprightness. 
No man professing frith, sinneth, nor does 
be, that possesseth love, hate. The tree is 
known by its fruit ; so those professing to be 
Christians, shall be seen by what they do. 
For it is not the work of present profession, 
but of frith in power , 12 that' shall enable a 
man to be found to the end. 

XV. It is better to be silent and to be ; 
than to speak and not to be. It is good to 
teach, if a man do what he says. Therefore 
there is one teacher, who spake, and it was 
done ; and also what he hath done in silence 
are worthy of the Father. He that possesseth 
the word of Jesus truly is able to hear even 
his silence, that he may be perfect; that 
wherein he speaketh, he may do ; and wherein 
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lie is silent, he may be known. Nothing is 
hid from the Lord, but even our secrets are 
near unto him. Therefore, let us do all things, 
as sensible that he dwelleth in us, that we ' 
may be his temples, and he may be in us our 
God ; and what he is, shall also be manifested 
before our face, for which reasons we justly 
love him. 

XVI. Do not err, my brethren. The Cor- 
rupters of families stall not inherit the king- 
dom of God. If then they, who after the 
flesh do these things, have died, how much 
more if any man corrupt the faith of God by 
evil doctrine, for which Jesus Christ was 
crucified ? 13 Such a one being become filthy 
Shall go into unquenchable fire, and in like 
manner he that heareth him. 

XVII. For this cause, the Lord received 
ointment upon his head, that he might 
breathe incorruption on the church. Be not 
ye anointed with the ill-savour of the doc- 
trine of the Prince of this world, lest he lead 
you captive from the life set before you. 
But why are we not all become prudent, 
since we have received knowledge of God/ 
which is Jesus Christ? Why do we foolishly 
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perish, being ignorant of the gift, which the 
Lord hath truly sent ? 

XVIII. My Spirit is the off-scouring of the 
cross, which is a stumbling-block to them, that 
believe not; but to us salvation and life 
eternal. Where is the wise ? where the dis- 
puter? where the boasting of those called 
prudent? For our God Jesus the anointed 
was carried in the womb by Mary according 
to the dispensation of God, of the seed of 
David on the one hand, of the Holy Ghost on 
the 6ther hand ; who was born and was 
baptized, that our mortality might be 
cleansed. 14 

XIX. And the virginity of Mary was hid 
from the Prince of this world, and her off- 
spring, and also the death of the Lord; 
three proclaimed mysteries which were done 
of God in silence. How then was he mani- 
fested to the world ? A star shone in heaven 
above all the stars ; and the light thereof was 
inexpressible ; and the novelty of it caused 
perturbation. And all the other stars to- 
gether with the sun and moon, became a cho- 
rus to the star ; and it exceeded them all in 
splendor. And there was a commotion, 
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whence this newness, this dissimilarityto 
them ; from whence all magic was dissolved^ 
and every bond of malice was obscured, 
ignorance was abolished, ancient dominion 
was destroyed, God being manifested as a 
man in order to thq newness of eternal . life. 
And that which had been completed with 
God took its. beginning. From thence all 
things were shaken, because the destruction 
of death was meditated. 

* . j i • • ■ 

XX. If Jesus Christ count me worthy by 
your prayer, and it be his will, in the second 
little book, which I am about to write unto 
you, I will manifest unto you the dispensation, 
which I have begun, pertaining to the new 
man Jesus Christ, in his faith, and in his 
love, in his suffering, and in his resurrection, 
especially if the Lord shall reveal unto me, 
that you all to a man, by favour proceeding 
from his name assemble together in public, in 
one faith, and in Jesus Christ, who according 
to the flesh is of the race of Dayid, the son of 
man, and Son of God, in order that you may 
obey the bishop and the presbytery with an 
undivided mind, breaking one bread, which 
is the medicine of immortality ; the antidote, 
that we should not die, but live in Jesus 
Christ for ever. 
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XXI. Let my life go for yours, and theirs , 
whom for the honor of God ye sent to 
Smyrna ; from whence also I write unto you, 
giving thanks to the Lord, loving Polycarp 
even as you. Remember me, as Jesus Christ 
remembers you. Pray for the Church, which 
is in Syria; from whence I am led away 
bound unto Rome, being the last of the faith- 
ful there, as I have been counted worthy to be 
found to the honor of God. Be ye strong in 
God the Father, and in Jesus Christ our com-' 
mon hope. 
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fie that »aith, I know him , and keepeth not his commandments, 
is a liar , and the truth is not in him . But whoso keepeth his 
word, in him verily is the love of God perfected : hereby 
know we that we are in him. He that saith he abideth in 
him ought himself also so to walk , even as he walked . — 
X John ii. 4, 5, 6. 


I. Ignatius, also called Theophorus, to the 
church which is in Magnesia, on the Msean- 
der, which has been blessed by the grace of 
God the Father, in Jesus Christ our Saviour, 
in whom I salute you, and pray you to rejoice 
abundantly in God the Father and in Jesus 
Christ. Knowing the exceeding good order 
of your love pertaining to God, I rejoice to 
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be beforehand in addressing you in the faith 
of Jesus Christ. For having been counted 
worthy of the name most becoming godliness, 
by the chains which I carry about, I celebrate 
the churches, among which I pray for oneness 
of the body and spirit of Jesus Christ, our 
eternal life, both of faith and love, than which 
nothing has been judged better; and more 
eminently that of Jesus and the Father, in 
whom enduring all the injury of the prince of 
this world, and having escaped it, we shall 
find God. 

II. I have then been deemed worthy to see 
you, through Damas, your right godly bishop, 
and your worthy elders* Bassus and Apollo- 
nius, and my fellow-servant, Sotion, the 
deacon, of whom I would have joy, because 
he is subject to the bishop, as to the grace of 
God, and to the presbytery, as to the law of 
Jesus Christ. 

III. Moreover, it becomes you also not to 
disrespect the youth of the bishop, but as per- 
taining to the power of God the Father, to 
shew perfect reverence unto him ; as I know 
even the holy elders do; who have not regard- 
ed his apparent junior rank ; but who, as pru- 
dent in God, give place unto him : and not 
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unto him, but unto the Father of Jesus Christ, 
the bishop of all. Therefore, to the honor of 
him, who hath willed it, it becomes us to 
attend to him, without any hypocrisy : since 
it is not that a man deceives this bishop, who 
is seen, but reasons against the invisible 
bishop. And with regard to such a one, his 
speech is not against flesh, but against God, 
who knoweth the hidden things. 

IV. Therefore it is fit not only to be called, 
but also to be, Christians: some however name 
the bishop indeed ; but do all things without 
him. But such do not appear to me to have 
d good conscience, because they are not firmly 
gathered together with him , according to the 
commandment. 

V. However, things have an end ; and these 
two at the same time are at hand, both death 
and life, and every one is about to go to his 
own place. As there are two coins ; the one 
of God ; the other of the world ; and each of 
them has its own image impressed ; the unbe- 
lievers, the impression of this world ; but the 
faithfVd in love, the impression of God the 
Father, through Jesus Christ, through whom, 
unless we are able to die of our own choice , 15 
in order to his suffering, his life is not in us. 
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VI. Since, then, in the persons aforemen- 
tioned, I have seen your whole multitude, in 
faith and love, 1 exhort you , be zealous to do 
all things in one mind with God : the bishop 
presiding in the place of God, and the elders 
in the place of the council of the apostles, 
and the deacons, who are most dear to me, 
having been entrusted with the ministry of 
Jesus Christ, who before the worlds was with 
the Father, and in the end was made manifest. 
Do ye all then, having received like manners 
with God, reverence one another ; and let no 
man after the flesh regard his neighbour ; but 
in Jesus Christ love one another always. Let 
there be nothing among you which shall be 
able to divide you ; but be made one with the 
bishop, and with them that preside, for a 
figure and doctrine of incorruption. 

VII. As therefore the Lord did nothing 
without the Father, being united, neither by 
himself nor by the apostles ; so neither do ye 
any thing without the bishop and the elders. 
Do not even attempt that any thing should 
appear commendable unto you in private : but 
together let there he one prayer, one supplica-* 
tion, one mind, one hope, in love, in joy, 
undefiled. There is one Jesus Christ, than 
whom nothing is better. All therefore run 
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together as to a temple of God, as to one 
altar, as to one Jesus Christ, who Came forth 
from one Father, and to one essence hath 
returned. 

VIII. Be not deceived by strange opinions, 
nor by old fables which are unprofitable. For 
if we live until now according to Judaism, we 
confess that we have not received grace. For 
the most divine prophets lived after Christ 
Jesus. For this cause also they were perse- 
cuted, being inspired by his grace, in order 
that the disobedient might be fully certified, 
that there is one God, who hath manifested 
himself by Jesus Christ his Son, who is his 
eternal word, and did not come forth from 
silence ; who in all things did well please him 
that sent him. 

IX. If, therefore, they who dwelt under 
the old dispensation, came to the newness of 
hope, no longer keeping the sabbath, but 
living after the life of the Lord, in which also 
our life hath sprung up through him, and his 
death, which some deny : by which mystery 
we have received faith; and for this cause 
we endure, that we may be found disciples of 
Jesus Christ, our only teacher, how shall we 
be able to live without him, whose disciples 
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even the prophets were, and who in the spirit 
expected him as their teacher ? And for this 
eause he, whom they righteously waited for, 
when he came, raised them from the dead. 

X. Let us, therefore, not be insensible of 
his goodness. For if he shall do unto us ao* 
cording to our deeds — we are no more. For 
this cause, since we have become his disciples* 
let us learn to live after Christianity. For 
he, who is called by another name more than 
this, is not of God. Therefore* be placed 
above the evil leaven, which has grown old 
and sour, and be changed into the new leaven* 
which is Jesus Christ. Be salted in him, that 
not one among you may be corrupted ; for by 
your savour ye shall be proved. It is absurd 
to name Christ Jesus, and to judaize. For 
Christianity hath not believed in Judaism, but 
Judaism in Christianity, that every tongue 
which hath believed, should be gathered 
together unto God. 

XI. My beloved, not because 1 know that 
any of you are so affected, do I thus write, 
but as less than you, I wish to forewarn you* 
not to rush upon the hooks of vain-glory, but 
to be fully assured in the birth, and the suffer- 
ing, and the resurrection, which took place in 


Digitized by Google 



TO THB MAGNFS1AN8. 


43 


the time of the government of Pontius Pilate : 
things that were done truly and steadfastly 
by Jesus Christ, our hope, from which may it 
not happen to any of you to be turned aside. 

XII. Let me have joy of you in all things, 
if I be worthy. For although I am bound, 
I anti not equal to one of you that are free. I 
know that ye are not puffed up : for ye have 
Jesus Christ in yourselves. And when l 
praise you the more, I know that ye are 
ashamed: as it is written — ‘that the just 
man is his own accuser.’ 

XIII. Be zealous, therefore, to be esta- 
blished in the institutions of the Lord and of 
the apostles, that in all things whatsoever ye 
do, ye may be prospered in body and spirit, 
in faith and love, in the Son, and the Father, 
and in the spirit, in the beginning and in the 
end, with your most esteemed bishop, and 
your well platted spiritual wreath, the pres- 
bytery, and the deacons (servants) in the 
things of God. Be subject to the bishop, to 
one another, as Jesus Christ to the Father 
as touching his manhood ; and as the apostles 
to Christ, and to the Father, and to the spirit, 
that there may be oneness both of body and 
spirit. 
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XIV. Knowing that ye are full of God, I 
have concisely exhorted you. • Remember me 
in your prayers, that 1 may attain unto God : 
and the church in Syria, from whence 1 am 
not worthy to be called. For I stand in need 
of your prayer and love, united in God, in 
order that the church in Syria may be counted 
worthy of being bedewed by your church. 

XV. The Ephesians salute you from Smyr- 
na, from whence also I write unto you ; they 
are here to the glory of God, as are you also, 
who have refreshed me in all things, together 
with Polycarp, bishop of the Smyrneeans. 
And also the other churches, in honor of 
Jesu6 Christ, salute you. Be strong in the 
unanimity of God, possessing an undivided 
spirit, which is Jesus Christ. 
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As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Ltord, so walk ye 
in him: routed and built vp in him, and, established in the 
faith , as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanks- 
giving. Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy 
and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudi- 
ments of the world, and not after Christ . — Collos. ii. 6, 7, 8. 


I. Ignatius, also called Theophorus, to the 
holy church, which is in Tralles of Asia, be*- 
loved of God, the Father df Jesus Christ, 
elect, and fruitful unto God, enjoying peace 
in the body and blood, the suffering of Jesus 
Christ, our hope; in the resurrection unto 
him : which 1 also salute in the plenitude, in 
the apostolic character, and wish much joy. 
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I know that you have a mind undefiled, and 
which doubts not in trial, not by habit, but by 
birth : as Polybius, your bishop, has shewn 
unto me, who, by the will of God and of Jesus 
Christ, has come to Smyrna, and so rejoiced 
with me, a prisoner in Jesus Christ, that in 
him I have seen your whole multitude. 
Having then received your godly benevolence 
through him, I gloried in finding you, as I 
know you are followers of God. 

II. For when ye are subject to the bishop, 
as to Jesus Christ, ye appear to me to live not 
after man, but after Jesus Christ, who died 
for us, that having believed in his death, ye 
should escape death. It is necessary, there-, 
fore, that as ye do, so ye should do nothing 
without the bishop : but be subject also to the 
presbytery, as to the apostles of Jesus Christ, 
our hope, in whom we should be found passing 
our life. Moreover, it behoves also the dea- 
cons, being the mystery of Jesus Christ, by 
all means to please all. For they are not 
deacons of meats and drinks, but servants of 
the church of God. It behoves them, there- 
fore, to guard against crimes as fire. 

III. In like manner let all reverence the 
deacons, as Jesus Christ, even as the Over- 
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£eer, Who is the Son of the Father : and the 
elders, as the council of God, and as the bond 
of the apostles. Without these, a church is 
not called: concerning which things, I am 
persuaded that you so do. For the pattern of 
your love I have received, and have with me 
in your bishop ; whose very behaviour is great 
instruction ; and his meekness, power : whom 
I consider that even those esteem, who are 
without God, loving him. Since I am able to 
write for him, I spare not so to do very con- 
cisely, being induced to this, that being con- 
demned as an apostle, I may command you. 

IV. I have much understanding in God: 
but I limit myself, lest I should perish in 
boasting. For now it behoves me the more 
to fear, and not to give heed to those that puff 
me up. For by their speech they chastise 
me. Truly, I love to suffer ; but know not if 
I am worthy. To the multitude, indeed, my 
zeal doth not appear; but in me it warreth 
the more. I stand in need, therefore, of 
meekness, by which the prince of this world 
is overthrown. 

V. Am I not able to write of heavenly 
things ? but I fear lest being babes I should 
'prove injurious to you : and (pardon me) lest 
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not being enabled to receive it, ye sh ould 
be strangled. For even I also, by reason of 
being bound, am notable to understand but 
m part heavenly things, and the angelic 
orders, and the appointments of the princes, 
both things visible and invisible. Moreover, 
even now I am a disciple. Far many things 
are lacking unto us, that we should not be 
lacking of God. . 

VI. Therefore I exhort you, not I, but the 
love of Jesus Christ, to use Christian nourish** 
ment only, and to abstain from strange herbs, 
which is heresy. For the heretics, believed 
in according to their dignity, mix up Jesus 
Christ, as those who administer a deadly 
drug with mead, which he, that is ignorant* 
sweetly receiveth with gladness, and death 
therewith. 

VII. Be on your guard therefore against 
such. And so shall you be, if not puffed up, 
nor separated from God Jesus Christ, and thte 
bishop, and the constitutions of the apostles. 
Whoso is within the altar is pure ; but whoso 
is without, is not pure : that is, he that doeth 
anything without the bishop, and the presby- 
tery, and the deacon; this man is not pure 
in his conscience. 
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VrU. Not that I know of any such thing 
among you, but I forewarn you, who are my 
beloved, foreseeing the plots of the devil. 
Do ye, therefore, having received a kind 
affection, build yourselves anew in faith, 
which is the flesh of the Lord ; and in love, 
which is the blood of Jesus Christ. Let none 
of you have ought against his neighbour. 
Give not occasions to the gentiles, that by a 
few foolish people the multitude in God may 
not be evil spoken of. For woe unto him , 
through whom in vanity my name is by any 
evil spoken of. 

IX. Be ye deaf then, when any one speaks 
unto you without Jesus Christ, who is of the 
race of David, who is of Mary, who was truly 
born, did both eat and drink, was truly per- 
secuted under Pontius Pilate, was truly cruci- 
fied and died, in the sight of those in heaven, 
those on earth, and those under the earth : 
who also was truly raised from the dead ; his 
Father having raised him $ as after his like- 
ness his Father will so raise in Christ Jesus 
us also, who believe in him, without whom 
we have no true life. 

X. But if, as some, who are without God, 
that is unbelievers, say, that he suffered in 
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appearance, themselves existing in appear-* 
ance , 16 why am I bound ? and why do I desire 
to fight with wild-beasts ? I die then in vain : 
in truth then I lie against the Lord. 

XI. Flee then the evil sprouts, which pro- 
duce deadly fruit, of which if any taste, he 
immediately dies. For these are not the 
planting of the Father. If they were, they 
would shew themselves branches of the cross ; 
and their fruit would be incorruptible: by 
which cross, in his suffering, he calleth unto 
him you, who are his members. The head 
then apart cannot exist, without the mem- 
bers ; God engaging oneness which is him- 
self. 

XII. I saiute you from Smyrna, together 
with the churches of God, who are present 
with me, which have in all things refreshed 
me, both in body and spirit. My bonds ex- 
hort you, which for the sake of Jesus Christ 
I. carry about, desiring to obtain God. Per- 
severe in your unanimity and in prayer with 
one another. For it becomes you indivi- 
dually and especially the elders, to refresh 
the bishop, to the honor of the Father of 
Jesus Christ, and of the apostles. I intreat 
you in love to hear me, that I may not be for 
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a testimony against you, when I have written. 
And pray ye also for me, who stand in need 
of your love in the tender mercy of God, in 
order that I may be counted worthy of the 
inheritance, which I go about to obtain, that 
I may not be found a reprobate. 

XIII. The love of the Smyrnseans and 
Ephesians saluteth you. Remember in your 
prayers the church in Syria: from whence 
I am not even worthy to be called, being the 
last of them. Be ye strong in Jesus Christ, 
subject to the bishop, as to the command- 
ment, and likewise to the presbytery. And 
love ye one another individually with an un- 
divided heart. My spirit be your purifica- 
tion, not only now, but also when I have 
obtained God. For as yet I am under danger: 
but faithful is the Father in Jesus Christ to 
fulfil my petition and your s, in whom may ye 
be found without spot, 
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The Spirit itself heareth witness with our spirit, that we are the 
children of God : and if children , then heirs ; heirs of God, 
and joint heirs with Christ ; if so be that we suffer with him , 
that we may be also glorified together . For I reckon that the 
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory which shall be revealed in us. For the earnest 
expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the 
sons of God . — Rom. viii. 16, 17, IS, 19. 


I. Ignatius, also called Theophorus to the 
church , 17 which has obtained mercy in the 
Majesty of the most High Father, and of 
Jesus Christ his only Son, the church beloved 
and enlightened by the will of him, who hath 
willed all things, which are according to the 
love of Jesus Christ our God, which also is a 
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garrison of the Romans in the place of a 
castle, godly, well adorned, most blessed, 
praiseworthy, prevailing, pure, and pre- 
eminent in love, named after Christ, named 
after the Father , 18 and which I salute in the 
name of Jesus Christ the son of the Father; 
to you who are united in body and spirit to 
all his commandment, and filled with the 
favor of God in sincerity, and strained off 
from every foreign colouring, much pure joy 
in Jesus Christ our God. Since by prayer to 
God, I have attained to behold your godly 
faces, and as I more desired to attain it, bound 
in Christ Jesus, I hope to salute you, if it be 
the will of God that I be counted worthy to 
continue unto the end. The beginning indeed 
is well-ordered, if I but obtain favor to 
receive my inheritance without hindrance. 
For I fear your love, lest it should injure me. 
For unto you it is an easy matter to do what 
ye desire; but to me it is difficult to attain 
unto God, if ye spare me. 

II. I do not wish you to be man-pleasers, 
but to please God, as also ye do please him. 
For I shall never have such an opportunity to 
attain unto God ; nor ye, if ye be silent, to 
be inscribed on a better work. For if ye be 
silent concerning me, I shall be with God: 
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but if ye be enamoured of my flesh, I shall 
again have to run. You could not grant me 
more than to be offered up to God, while yet 
the altar is prepared : that being made a 
chorus in love, you may sing to the Father in 
Christ Jesus; that God having sent for the 
Bishop of Syria from the East hath counted 
him worthy to be found in the West. It is 
good to set from the world with God, that to 
him I may rise. 

III. Ye have never envied any one : ye 
have taught others. And I desire, that those 
things may also be established, which when 
teaching ye gave in charge. Only ask for 
strength for me both internal and external, 
that I may not only sat ; but also will : that 
I may not only be called a Christian ; but 
also may be found one. For if I be found 
one, I can be called one too ; and can then 
be faithful, when I appear not to the world. 
Nothing that appeareth is eternal. * The 
things that are seen are temporal , hut the things 
that are not seen , are eternal.' Yea our God 
Jesus Christ, being in the Father, appeareth 
the more. Christianity is not the work of 
silence only, but of greatness. 

IV. I write to .the churches, and I charge 
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them all, that 1 die willingly for God, if ye 
hinder me not. I beseech you, be not unrea- 
sonably benevolent towards me. Suffer me to 
be the food of wild beasts, by which it is 
allowed me to attain unto God. I am the 
corn of God : and by the teeth of wild beasts 
I would be ground, that I may be found pure 
bread of Christ. Do ye rather encourage the 
wild beasts, that they may become my sepul- 
chre, and may leave nothing of my body, 19 
that when I have fallen asleep, I may not be 
burdensome to any one. Then I shall be 
truly a disciple of Christ, when the world 
shall not see even my body. Pray ye Christ 
for me, that by these instruments 1 may be 
found a sacrifice. I do not, as Peter and Paul, 
command you. They were apostles; I am a 
condemned man : they were free ; but 1 am a 
bondman until now. However, if I suffer, I 
shall be a freedman of Jesus, and shall rise 
again free in him. Now I learn, since I am 
bound, to lust after nothing worldly or vain. 

V. From Syria unto Rome I fight with wild 
beasts, by land and by sea, night and day, 
bound unto ten leopards, which is a guard of 
soldiers ; who are made worse by kind treat- 
ment. But by their injuries I am the more 
instructed : yet am I not hereby justified. I 
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would have profit of the wild beasts, that 
have been prepared for me, and I pray that 
they may be found ready : which I will even 
encourage to devour me speedily : not as with 
some, whom,, as if afraid, they did not touch. 
Even if they themselves, unwilling, will not 
devour me, I will urge them to it. Pardon 
me ; I know what is expedient for me. Now 
I begin to be a disciple. Let nothing visible 
or invisible, rival me; that I may obtain 
Jesus Christ. Let fire and cross, and compa- 
nies of wild beasts, scattering of bones, crush- 
ing of limbs, grinding of the whole body, evil 
bufferings of the devil come upon me : so that 
1 only obtain Jesus Christ. 

VL The pleasures of this world shall profit 
me nothing, nor the kingdoms thereof. I had 
rather die unto Christ Jesus, than reign over 
the ends of the earth. ‘ For what shall it 
profit a man, if he gain the whole world, and 
lose his own soul ?' Him 1 seek, who died for 
us : him 1 long for, who rose again on our 
account. And my gain lies at hand. Pardon 
me, brethren : hinder me not from living ; do 
not ye desire the death of me, who long to be 
with God. Do not ye separate me by the 
world. Suffer me to receive pure light : there 
being come, I shall be a man of God. Permit 
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me to be a follower of the passion of my God. 
If any man has him within himself, let him 
consider what I long for, and sympathize with 
me, knowing how I am straightened. 

VII. The prince of this world wisheth to 
rob me, and to corrupt my will towards my 
God. Therefore let no one of you being 
present, help him : rather be ye with me, that 
is, with God. Do not speak of Jesus Christ, 
and lust after the world. Let no bewitching 
dwell in you : even if when I am present, I 
exhort you, be not persuaded by me: but 
rather be persuaded by these things, which I 
write unto you. Living, I write unto you, 
loving to die. My love has been crucified, 
and is not in me a fire desiring fuel : but 
water living and Speaking in me, saying 
within me, come to the Father. I take no 
pleasure in the food of corruption, nor in the 
pleasures of this life. I wish for the bread of 
God, heavenly bread, the bread of life, which 
is the body of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
who was made in the latter day of the seed 
of David and Abraham: and I wish for* the 
drink of God, his blood, which is incor- 
ruptible love and life everlasting. 

VIII. I desire not any longer to live after 
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man; and this shall be, if ye will. Do ye 
desire it, that ye also may be desired. In a 
few words, I beg of you, believe me. And 
Jesus Christ shall manifest this unto you, that 
I speak truly : my mouth is without falsehood, 
in which the Father hath spoken truly. Pray 
for me, that I may obtain. 1 have not written 
unto you according to the flesh, but according 
to the will of God. If I suffer, ye have de- 
sired me; if 1 be rejected, ye have hated me. 

IX. Remember in your prayer the church in 
Syria, which instead of me, eqjoys God for a 
shepherd. Jesus Christ alone shall overlook 
it, and your love. But I am ashamed to be 
counted one of them. For I am not even 
worthy, being the last of them, and an un- 
timely birth: but I have obtained mercy to 
be some one, if 1 shall attain unto God. My 
spirit saluteth you, and the love of the 
churches, which have received me in the 
name of Jesus Christ, not as passing by : for 
even those, which were not near to me in the 
way, that is, after the flesh, went before me 
according to their cities. 

X. And I write this unto you from Smyrna, 
by Ephesians, who are most blessed. And 
there is also with me, together with many 
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others. Crocus, a name that is dear unto me. 
Concerning those, who went before me from 
Syria to Rome, to the glory of God, I believe 
that you have heard; to whom also make it 
known, that I am near. For they are all 
worthy of God, and of you : whom it is fit 
that you should in all things refresh. 1 wrote 
this unto you on the tenth of the calends of 
September, (that is, the twenty-third of 
August). Be strong to the end, in the 
patience of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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EPISTLE OF IGNATIUS, 

BISHOP OF ANTIOCH, AND MARTYR, 


TQ TH? 


PHILADELPHIANS, 


Behold 1 comfi quickly : hold that fast, which thou hast, that 
no man take thy crown. Him that overcometh will I make 
a pillar in, the temple of my God , and he shall go no more 
out : and I will write upon him the name of my God l, and 
the name of the city of my God , which is new Jerusalem , 
which cometh down out of heaven from my God; and I will 
write upon him my new name.— Rev. iii. 11, 19. 


I. Ignatius, also vailed Theophorus, to the 
church of God the Father, and of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, which is in Philadelphia of 
Asia, and which has obtained mercy, and has 
been established in one mind with God, and 
which rejoices in the suffering of our Lord in 
sincerity, and which in real compassion has 
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been fully certified of his resurrection : which 
1 salute in the blood of Jesus Christ, which 
church is hie eternal and abiding joy, espe- 
cially if they be one with the bishop, and the 
elders and deacons with him, who have been * 
approved *in the mind of Jesus Christ, whom, 
according to his own will, he hath confirmed 
in stability by his holy spirit. 

Which bishop I know has become possessed 
of the public ministry, not of himself, nor by 
men, nor after vain-glory ; but in the love of 
God the Father and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
at whose gentleness I have been struck with 
astonishment; who, when silent, is more 
powerful than those who speak vanity : for 
he has been harmoniously fitted to the com- 
mandments as a harp to the strings. Where- 
fore my soul blesseth his will towards God, 
knowing that it is virtuous and sincere, also 
his immoveable and his dispassionate disposi- 
tion in all gentleness of the living God. 

II. Children, therefore, of light; of truth, 
flee division and ftdse doctrines: but where 
the Shepherd is, there as sheep do ye follow. 
For many plausible wolves with evil delight 
take captive them, that are running to God : 
but by your unity they shall have no place. 
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III. Abstain from the evil herbs, which 
Jesris Christ doth not cultivate* because they 
are not the planting of the Father. Not that 
I haVe fonad -division with you, but complete 
filtration. For as many as belong to God 
and Jesus Christ, these are with bishop: sad 
as many as -Shall repent and come to the unity 
of the Church, these shall belong to God, 
that they may foe alive according to Jesus 
Christ. Do not err, my brethren. If any 
man followeth a schismatic, he doth not in- 
heritthe kingdom of God : if any man w&lketh 
in a strange opinion, this man doth not assent 
unto the suffering. 20 

IV. Be zealous therefore to use onethudi* 
giving ; for the body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
id one, and for the onfentessef his blood there 
is one cup : one altar, as one bishop, together 
with the presbytery and deacons my fellow- 
servants j that whatever ye do, ye may do it 
according to God. 

V. My brethren, I am exceedingly enlarged 
in my love towards you, and rejoicing above 
measure I fortify you : and not 1, but Jesus 
Christ, in whom being bound I fear the more, 
because I am not yet perfected. But your 
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prayer to God shall perfect me, that I may 
obtain the inheritance in which mercy has 
been shewn me : . having fled for refuge to the 
gospel, as to the body of Jesus; and to the 
apostles, as to the presbytery of the church. 
And we love the prophets also, because even 
they published tidings: in order to the gospel, 
and hoped in Christ, and expected him : in 
whom also they believed and were saved, in 
the unity of Jesus Christ ; being truly beloved, 
and. truly admirable saints, testified of by 
Jesus Christ, and numbered together in the 
gospel of the common hope. 

VI.. But if any one interpret Judaism unto 
you, hear him not. For it is better to hear 
Christianity from , a circumcised man, than 
Judaism from an uncircumcised. But if both 
speak not of Jesus Christ, these are to me 
pillars and sepulchres of the dead, upon which 
have been written only the names of men. 
Flee therefore the evil devices, and snares of 
the prince of this world, that you may never 
be afflicted by Ms mind and become languid 
in love. But be ye all gathered together with 
an undivided heart. Moreover, I give thanks 
to my God, that I possess a good conscience 
among you, and no man has to boast, neither 
secretly nor openly, that I have burdened him 
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in little or in much. And also, I pray for all, 
among whom I have spoken, that they may 
not possess it for a witness against them, 

VII. For although some after the flesh 
wished to deceive me, the spirit however 
being from God is not deceived. For it 
knoweth, whence it cometh and whither it 
goeth, and reproveth the hidden things. I 
cried out, when I was among you ; I spake 
with a loud voice : attend to the bishop, and 
to the presbytery and deacons. And they 
suspected that I spake these thing's, as haying 
previously known of the division of some: 
but he is my witness, in whom I am bound, 
that from human flesh I knew it. not. But 
the spirit proclaimed, saying thus: do nothing 
without the bishop: keep your body as the- 
temple of God: love unity: flee divisions} 
be followers of Jesus Christ, as he also of 
his Father. 

VIII. I then in truth did as became me, 
as a man devoted to unity. But where divi- 
sion is and anger, God dwelleth not. There- 
fore to all the penitent the Lord giveth remis- 
sion, if they repent to the unity of God, and 
the council of the bishop. I trust in the 
charity of Jesus Christ, who will loose every 
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bond from you. And I exhort you to do 
nothing in contention , 21 but according to the 
discipline ' of Christ. When I heard some -’ 
saying, that ‘ unless I find it in the ancients; 

I do not believe in the gospel:* and when I 
said to them, that it is written, they answer- 
ed me, that ‘ it is set forth.’ But Jesus Christ 
is my ancient writings ; the undefiled ancient 
writings are his cross and death, and his re- 
surrection, and the faith which is through him : 
in which by your prayer I desire to be justified. 

IX: The priests also are good : but better -, 
is the High Priest, who has been entrusted 
with the Holy of Holies, who alone has been 
entrusted with the secrets of God : being 
hlmSelf the door of the Father, through which 
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, and the pro-! 
phets, and the apostles, and the church enter 
in. All these assent to the unity of God. But! 
especially what the gospel contains, the pre- 
sence of the Saviour our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the suffering of him, and the resurrections 
Far the beloved prophets published tidings: 
relating unto him : but the gospel is - the; 
finishing of incorruption. All together aro 
good, If ye believe in love. 

' : X; r Now ! since according to your prayer; 
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a n«l according to the compassion, which ye 
have in Christ Jesus, it has been told me that 
the church, which is in Antioch of Syria 
eiyoys peace : it becometh you, as a church 
of God to appoint a servant to go thither 
with a divine mission, in order to rejoice with 
them, when assembled together, and to glorify 
his name. Blessed in Jesus Christ is he, who 
shall be counted worthy of such a service; 
and ye shall be glorified. If you have the 
desire, it is not an impossible work for the 
name of God; as also the neighbouring 
churches have sent bishops, and others elders 
and deacons. 

XI. Concerning Philo the deacon from 
Cilicia, a man testified of, who also now in 
the word of God ministers unto me, together 
with Reus Agathopus a chosen man, who 
follows me from Syria, having bid farewell 
to life, they both testify of you, and I give 
thanks to God for you, that ye received them, 
as the Lord also receives you. But as for. 
those, who dishonored them, may they be 
redeemed by the charity of Jesus Christ. 
The love of the brethren, who are in Troas 
saluteth you : from whence also I write unto 
you by Burrhus, who was sent with me from 
the Ephesians and Smyrnaeans for the word 
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of value. The Lord Jesus Christ will value 
them, in whom they hope in body, in soul, in 
faith, in love, in unanimity. Be strong in 
Christ Jesus our common hope. 
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BISHOP OF ANTIOCH, AND MARTYR, 


TO 


POLYCARP. 


find unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write ; these 
things saith the first and the last, which was dead, and is 
alive ; I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, ( but 
thou art rich), and 1 know the blasphemy of them which say 
they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.—* 
Rev. ii. 8, 9. 

I. Ignatius, also called Theophorus, to Poly- 
carp, overseer of the church of Smym seans, 
yea rather, overseen of God the Father and 
the Lord Jesus' Christ, much joy. 

Approving of thy mind in God, established 
as upon an immoveable rock , 22 I exceedingly 
give glory, having been accounted worthy to 
behold thy blameless face, of which I would 
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have joy in God* I exhort thee by the favor 
of God* with which thou art clothed, to add 
to thy race* and to exhort all, that they may 
be saved. Vindicate thy office with .the . ut- 
most carefulness, both of body and of spirit* 
Study unity, than which nothing is better* 
Bear all, as also the Lord beareth thee. En- 
dure all in love, even as thou dost.: Have 
leisure for unceasing prayers. Ask for more 
understanding than thou hast* Watch, pos- 
sessing a , sleepless spirit. Speak to them 
individually, after the conversation of Godi 
Bear the infirmities of all, as a perfect wrest- 
ler. Where there is more labour, the gain is 
much. 

1L ff thou lovest the good disciples, thou 
hast no thanks, rather in meekness bring into 
subjection the more pestilential. Every 
wound is not healed by the same plaister. 
Subdue the inflamed by embrocations. Be 
wise as a serpent in all things, and harmless 
as a dove. For this cause thou art composed 
of body and spirit, that thou mayest treat 
gently the things that appear before thy face : 
but ask, that the invisible things may be made 
manifest unto thee, that thou mayest lack none, 
and abound in every gift. The time demands 
thee, as pilots the winds ; and as the weath&v 
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beaten mariner demands the port, In order to 
attain unto God. Be vigilant, as a wrestler 
of God ; the prize is incorruption and life 
eternal, concerning which 1 1 ion also- art con- 
fident. In every thing let my life go for thine, 
and my bonds, which thou hast loved. 

- III. Let those who seem to be worthy of 
belief, and teach another doctrine, not daunt 
thee. Stand firm as an anvil, when it is 
beaten. It is the excellence of a great wrest- 
ler to be battered, and yet to conquer t but, 
above all, for the sake of God, it behoves us 
to sustain all things, that he also may sustain 
us. Be more zealous than thou art. Consider 
the times : keep looking for him who is above 
lime, -the timeless, the invisible, for us made 
visible, him that could not be handled, die 
impassible, for us made passible, who all 
manner of ways endured for us. 

IV. Let not widows be neglected. After 
the Lord, be thou their guardian. Let nothing 
be done without thy will, nor do th.ou any 
thing without God t 23 which indeed thou dost 
not, being stable. Let assemblies be held 
more frequently: search out all by name. 
Disdain not bondmen and bond-women : nor 
yet let them be puffed up, rather ;let them 
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serve the more to the glory of God, that they 
may obtain a better liberty from God. Let 
them not desire to be made free at the public 
charge , lest they should be found slaves of 
lust; 


V. Flee evil arts : yea, rather hold no con- 
versation about them. Speak to my sisters, 
that they love the Lord, and be content with 
their husbands, in body and spirit. Likewise 
declare also to my brethren, in the name of 
Jesus Christ, that they love their wives, as 
the Lord the church. If any one can continue 
in chastity, to the honor of the Lord of his 
body, let him continue without boasting. If 
he boast, he is lost: and if he should be 
noticed more than the bishop, he has been 
corrupted. It becometh the men and women 
that marry, to make their union with the will 
of the bishop ; that the marriage may be after 
God, and not after lust. Let all things be 
done to the honor of God. 

VI. Give heed to the bishop, that God also 
may to you. Let my life go for those who 
are subject to the bishop, the elders, the dea- 
cons : and with them may it be granted me to 
have part, in God. Labour one with another, 
strive together, run together, suffer together, 
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fell asleep together, rise together, as stewards 
of God> and helpers, and servants. Please 
him, for whom ye wage war, from whom 
also ye receive your wages. Let not any of 
you be found a deserter. Let your baptism 
remain as arms, faith as a helmet, love as a 
spear, patience as the whole armour. Your 
deposits are your deeds : that you may receive 
returns worthy of you. Bear long, therefore, 
one with another in meekness, as God bears 
with you. Let me have joy of you always. 

VII. And since the church, which is in 
Antioch, of Syria, enjoys peace, as it has been 
declared unto me, through your prayer, and I 
am become more cheerful in the security of 
God, (if, however, through the suffering, I 
attain unto God, so as to be found in the 
resurrection your disciple), it becometh thee, 
most blessed Polycarp, to hold a council 
becoming God, and to appoint one, whom ye 
exceedingly regard, an active man, who shall 
be able to be called a divine messenger ; to 
account this man worthy to go into Syria, that 
he may glorify your active love to the glory 
of Christ. A Christian has not the power of 
himself, but he is at leisure for God. This 
work is God’s, and your’s, when ye shall have 
performed it. For I trust to your charity, 
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that you are ready for a good turn pertaining 
to God. Knowing, therefore, your zeal for 
the truth, I have exhorted you in few words. 

VIII. Since I have not been able to write 
to all the churches, as my will prescribes, be- 
cause I must immediately sail from Troas to 
NeapoUs, thou shalt write to the churched 
beyond thee, as one that possesseth the mind 
of God, that they also may do the same : let 
those, who are able, send metiengers on foot : 
and the others, epistles by those whom thou 
shalt send, that thou mayest be glorified in 
the eternal work, since thou art worthy. I 
salute all by name, and the wife of Epitropusj 
with her whole house, and the children. I 
salute Attalus, my beloved. I salute him, who 
shall be counted worthy to go into Syria. 
Grace shall be with him always, and with 
Polycarp that sends him. I pray that you 
may be strong always in our God Jesus Christ, 
in whom may ye continue in the unity and 
oversight of God. I salute Alee, a name dear 
Unto me. Be strong in the Lord. 
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BISHOP OF ANTIOCH AND MARTYR, 

to THE 

SMYRNjEANS. 


flear none qf those things which thou shalt suffer ; behold , the 
deoil shall cast some qf you into prison , that ye may be tried ; 
and ye shall have tribulation ten days : be thou faithful unto 
death, and I will give thee a crown of life . He that hath an 
ear, let him hear what the spirit saith unto the churches; he 
that overcomeih, shall not be hurt of the second death . — 
Bxv. ii. 10, 11. 


I. Ignatius, also called Theophorus, to the 
church of God the Father, and of his beloved 
Jesus Christ, which, in every gift, has obtained 
mercy, having been filled with faith and 
love, not lacking in any gift, most godly and 
holy, which is in Smyrna of Asia, much joy 
in the undefiled spirit and word of God. 

I glorify Jesus Christ God, who has made 
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you so wise: for I perceived that you were 
settled in an immoveable faith, as if nailed on 
tiie cross of the Lord Jesus Christ, both in 
body and spirit, and established in love in the 
blood of Christ, having been fully certified 
with regard to our Lord, that he is truly of 
tiie race of David according to the flesh, the 
Son of God, according to the will and power 
of God, having been truly made of a virgin, 
baptized by John, that all righteousness should 
be fulfilled by him, truly nailed for us in his 
body under Pontius Pilate and Herod the 
Tetrarch, (of the fruit of which are we, of his 
divinely blessed suffering,) that he might 
raise up a joint-standard for ever by his 
resurrection for his saints and faithful, whether 
among the Jews or Gentiles,, in one body of 
his. church. 

II. For all these things he suffered for us,, 
that we should be saved. And he suffered 
truly, as he also truly raised up himself : not, 
as some unbelievers say, that he suffered in 
appearance, themselves existing in appear- 
ance, and as they think, so shall it happen 
unto them, being incorporeal and devilish. 

III. For I know and: believe that even after 
his resurrection he is incarnate. And when. 
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he came onto them, that were with Fetor, he 
said unto them: take held, handle me, and 
see, that I am not an incorporeal spirit. And 
immediately they touched him and believed, 
being convinced by his body and spirit. For 
this cause, they despised even death, and 
were found above death. And after his 
resurrection he eat and drank with them, as 
having a body, althoagh spiritually united to 
the Father. 

IV. And of these thing6 I admonish you* 
beloved, knowing that ye also so understand. 
But I forewarn you of wild beasts in the 
shape of men : whom ye must not only net 
receive, but if it is possible, not even meet 
with, but only pray for them, if by any means 
they may repent, which is difficult. But of 
this Jesus Christ, our true life has the power. 
For if these things were dene ia appearance 
by . our Lord, I also am hound in appearance. 
And why have I also given, myself to he deli- 
vered to death, to foe, to sword, to wild 
beasts ? But near the sword, near to God ; 
in the midst of wild beasts, in the midst of 
God. Only in the name of Jesus Christ, in 
order to suffer with him, I endure all things ; 
while he Who was made a perfect man, 
strengthens me. 
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V. Whom some ignorant persons deny, 
yea, rather have beea denied by him, being 
preachers of death rather than of the troth : 
whom the prophecies have not persuaded, 
nor the law of Moses, nay, nor even the 
gospel until now, nor our own individual 
sufferings. For they think also the same con- 
cerning us. For what does any man profit 
me, if he praheth me, hot blasphemeth my 
Lord, not confessing that he was made flesh? 
He that doth not say this, has completely 
denied him, being possessed of death. But 
their names, as they are unbelievers, 1 have 
not thought it fit to write $ yea, far be it from 
me to mention them, fill they have become 
converts to the suffering, which is our resur- 
rection. 

VI. Let.no man err. Even if the heavenly 
powers, and die glory of the angels, and the 
princes, both visible and invisible, have not 
believed in the blood of Christ, even to them 
it is condemnation. He that reoeiveth, let 
him receive. Let condition puff up no man, 
for faith and love are the whole, than which 
nothing has been judged better. But con- 
sider them, that think cotdrary to the grace 
of Jesus Christ, which has come unto us, how 
opposite they are to the will ef God. They 
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care not for love, nor for the widow, nor for- 
the orphan, nor for the afflicted, nor for the. 
bound, nor the loose, nof for the hungry, nor 
the thirsty. 

VII. They abstain from thanksgiving (the 
eucharist) and prayer, because they confess 
not that the thanksgiving is the body of our 
Saviour Jesus Christ , 24 which suffered for our 
sins, which in his goodness the Father raised 
up. They therefore, that contradict the gift 
of God in their disputing, perish. But it 
would be profitable for them to love, that they 
might also rise again. It becometh us then 
to abstain from such, and to speak of them 
neither in private, nor in public : but to give 
heed to. the prophets, and especially to the 
gospel, in which the suffering has been mani- 
fested unto us, and the resurrection com- 
pleted. But flee divisions, as the beginning of 
evils. 

VIII. All follow the bishop, as Jesus Christ, 
the Father ; and the presbytery, as the apos- 
tles : and reverence the deacons, as the com- 
mandment of God. Let no man apart from 
the bishop do any thing, that pertains to 
the church. Let that thanksgiving be con- 
sidered established, which is under the bishop, 
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or whomsoever he shall have commissioned. 
Wherever the bishop shall appear, there let 
the multitude be : as wheresoever is Jesus 
Christ, there is the Catholic church.* It is 
not lawful apart from the bishop, neither to 
baptize, nor to make a love-feast ; but what- 
ever he shall approve, this is well-pleasing 
also to God, that everything which is doae 
may be sure and steadfast. 

IX. It is highly proper that we should 
for the remaining time renew our vigilance ; 
and repent toward God, while we yet have 
opportunity. It is well to have knowledge 
both of God and the bishop. He that honoreth 
the bishop, has been honored of God : he that 
hideth from the bishop any thing that he 
does, serveth the devil. Let all things there- 
fore among you abound in charity; for ye 
are worthy. Ye have in all things refreshed 
me, and Jesus Christ you. Ye have loved 
me absent and present. God recompense 
you, for whom enduring all things, ye will 
obtain him. 

X. Ye did well, in that ye received as 
deacons of Christ God, Philo, and Reus 
Agathopus, who have attended me for the 
word of God; who also give thanks to the 
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Lord for you, because ye have refreshed 
them » every way. Nothing shall by any 
Means he lest onto yon. May my spirit go 
for your’s, and my bonds, which ye have not 
disdained, nor even been ashamed of: nor 
will the perfect faith, Jesus Christ, be 
ashamed of you. 

XI. Your prayer has reached to the church, 
which is in Antioch of Syria ; from whence I, 
bound with most God-becottring bonds, salute 
all, not being worthy to be from thence, inas- 
much as I atn the last of them: but accord- 
ing to the wiD of God I have been accounted 
worthy, not by conscience, but by the favor 
of God, which I pray to be given unto* toe 
entire, that by your prayer I may attain unto 
God. Therefore that yonr work both on earth 
and in heaven may be perfect, it is fit for the 
honor of God, that your church appoint a 
divine ambassador to go into Syria to rejoice 
with them, that they have peaee, and have 
received their own size, and drat their own 
body has been restored to them. It has 
appeared to me then a worthy deed to send 
some one Of your’s with an epistle, that he 
may with them give glory for the fair weather 
pertaining to God, which has been granted 
them ; and because they have already gained 
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the port by your prayer. Do ye bfeing per* 
feet 'also mind the things that are per feefc 
For your will to do weB God is ready to finv 
ward. 

XII. The love of the brethren that are iri 
Troas saluteth you ; from whence also I write 
to you by Burrhus, whom ye sent with me 
together with the Ephesians your brethren; 
who has refreshed me id every thing. And I 
wish that all would imitate" him, as a pattern 
of the ministry of God; Grace shall recom- 
pense him in all things. I salute your bishop 
worthy of God, and most godly presbytery; 
and my fellow-servants the deacons, and 
every one of you individually and jointly in 
the name of Jesus Christ, and in his body 
and blood, in his suffering and resurrection; 
both bodily and spiritually, in the unity of 
God and of you. Grace unto you, mercy; 
peace, patience always. 

XIII. I salute the houses of my brethren 
with their wives and children, and the vir-' 
gins who are called widows. Be ye strong 
for me in the power of the spirit. Philo, 
who is with me, saluteth you. I salute the 
house of Tavias, which I pray may be estab- 
lished in faith and love both bodily and spiri- 
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totally. I salute Alee a name dear unto me? 
and Daphnus, and Asyncritus and Eutecuus* 
and all by name. Be strong in the graceof 
God. 
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fb rye are dead, and y our life it hid with Christ in Om 
Col. IH. 3; 

And others were tortured, not adopting deiberemce j that the# 
itsight obtain a better resurrection. — Heb. xi. 35. 

I. Whm Trajan had now succeeded to the 
Roman empire, Ignatius, the disciple of the 
apostle John, a man in all respects apostolic, 
governed the church of the people of Antioch 
diligently; with difficulty passing through 
the former storms of many persecutions, 
under Domitian; as a good pilot, by the 
helm of prayer and fasting, and by constant 
preaching with spiritual vigor, he withstood 
the opposing hurricane ; fearing lest it should 
deject any one of the faint-hearted or more 
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simple. Therefore he rejoiced indeed at the 
steadfastness of the church, when the perse? 
cation had for awhile abated : bat he grieved 
within himself, because he had not reached 
true love towajrds Christy nor the perfect rank 
of the disciple. For he considered the con- 
fession maoe by martyrdom joining! him 
more intimately unto the Lord. Whence 
remaining 9 few years Iqnger.with the church, 
like a divine lamp, enlightening the mind of 
each, through the exposition of the scriptures, 
be obtained his heart’s desire. 

II. , For after this, when Trajan, in the ninth 
year of his reign, had been lifted up by his 
victory over the Scythians and Dacians, and 
many other nations, and thinking that the 
religious system of the Christians was yet 
wanting to him, towards an entire subjection, 
and having threatened that, unless they 
should choose with all thb nations to worship- 
the gbds, they should endure persecution, be 
forced all that were living godly either to 
sacrifice or to die 1 . At that time, then, the 
genuine soldier of Christ being afraid for the 
church of the people of Antioch, was wil- 
lingly conducted to Trajan, residing at that 
time, indeed, at Antioch, but hastening 
pgainst Armenia and the Parthians. And 
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when he stoodin the presence of Trajan, the 
emperor, the following dialogue ensued ; — 

Trajan. Who art thou, evil spirit, that 
zealously transgressest our commands, and. 
withal persuadest others, that they may 
miserably perish? 

Ignatius said : No man calleth Theophorus, 
evil spirit : for the devils have departed from 
the servants of God. But if, because 1 am 
odious to them, thou callest me evil against 
the spirits, I grant it : for I possess Christ, 
the heavenly king, and confound their devices^ 

Trajan said: And who is Theophorus? 
Ignatius answered ; He that has Christ in/his 
breast. 

Trajan said: Do we then seem to thee not 
to have Gods in our hearts, whom also we 
enjoy as allies against the enemies ? 

Ignatius said : In naming the devils of the 
Gentiles, gods, thou errest. For there is one 
God, who made the heaven, and the earth, 
and the sea, and all things that are therein ; 
and one Christ Jesus, the only begotten Son 
of God, whose kingdom may I enjoy. 

Trajan' said: Him, who was crucified, ; 
sayest thou, under Pontius Pilate ? 

Ignatius said : Him, who has crucified again 
pay sin, with the inventor thereof, and has 
condemned all the error and malice of the 
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devil trader the feetoftbme, idm bear him 
in their heart. 

Traj&h said: Dost thou then carry within 
thyself Mtn who was chicWed ? 

'Ignatius said ; Yea. For it is written i f 
will dwell in them , and will c wdlk'tn theWL 

Trajan declared i We have ordered Igna- 
tius, who says that he carries' tfrbM within 
him, him that was crucified, to be made a 
prisoner by the Soldier^ and to be conducted 
to great Rhme, in Order to become thefeodof 
wild beasts, for the eutertaihment of the 
people. 

When Die holy martyr heardttfle sentence 
he cried out with joy: I thank thee, O Lord, 
that thou hast thought fit' to honor me with 
perfect lore towards thee, and to bifid the, 
with thy apostle Paul, iu fetters of Iron. 
When he had thus Spoken, and put Ms' Chains 
with joy about him, having first prayed for 
the church, and commended it With' tears to 
the Lord, as a goodly ram, the leader of a 
good flock, he was dragged, by the fierce 
cruelty of the military, in order to be led 
away to Rome, for food for blood-devouring 
beasts. 

III. With much alacrity, therefore, ai|d 
joy, from his desire of suffering, when be had 
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Come down from Antioch .to, Selenaia, he was 
from, thence conducted, by sea: and hating 
arrived, after much fatigue, at the city of the 

Smyrnseans, with much joy he went on shore 
and hastened to visit the holy Polycarp, the 
bishop of the Smyrnmans, his fellow-hearer : 
for they had formerly been disciples of the 
holy Apostle, John : to whom when he had 
been brought, and had communicated to him 
spiritual gifts, and rejoiced in his bonds, he 
exhorted to strive together with him in his 
purpose, ^exceedingly indeed every church in 
public : (for the cities and churches of Asia 
by their bishops, elders, and deacons, em- 
braced the Saint, all pressing forward to him, 
in hopes of receiving a portion of his spiritual 
gift), but in a peculiar manner the holy 
Poly carp, that through the means of the wild 
beaals.be might quickly be out of sight, of/the 
world* and appear , in the presen ce of Ohriat. 

1¥. And these things jm thus . spake,, and 
thus testified : extending Us. love to.Ghrist so 
for, as to.be cut the point of.neoeiving heaven 
by a good confession, and the earnestness «£ 
those that prayed with him for ,, the ^contest* 
and as to return the favor to the churches, 
that mat him by their rulers, giving them 
thanks hy letters sent unto them, whicb dis- 
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killed spiritual charity, with prayer and ex-* 
hortatioh, Therefore when he saw them all 
kindly disposed towards him, be feared lest 
the affection of the brotherhood should impede 
his haste to his Lord, now that an excellent 
door of martyrdom was openedunto him, so 
he sends an epistle as follows to the ehtirch 
Of the Romans.-^See the Epistle to the Romans. 

V; Then when he had byletter reanimated/ 
as he desired, those of the brethren in Rome 
who were unwilling, he was thus conveyed 
from Smyrna, and arrived at Trofcs; For 
the child of Christ was urged on by the sd* 
diers in order to be in -time for the games in 
greet Home, that he might be delivered to 
the Wild . beasts in the sight of ■ the Romtn 
people; and obtain the crown of the contest. 
And then, having been conveyed thenee to 
Neapolis, he journeyed through Macedonia, 
by way of Philippi, and about the mainland 
towards Epidamnus ; having obtained a ship 
on: toe seawcoasts, he sailed over the Adriatic 
sea, and going from thence into toe Tyr- 
rhenian , and passing by islands an d cities, when 
Petrols was shewn to toe Saint, he was indeed 
earnest, to go on shore, wishing to tread in the 
footsteps of the Apostle P&ul, lint when a 
strong wind rose up, and did not indulge him 
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in this, the ship being driven forward, be bless* 
ed the love of the brethren in that place, and 
so sailed by. Therefore in' one day and night* 
after having enjoyed favourable gales in thd 
same* manner, we were led away unwillingly 
on onr part, groaning at the’ separation .Winch 
was shortly to he made of the righteous man 
from ns 26 . But on his part, who was earnest 
to retire quickly from the world, that he 
might come before the Lord whom he laved* 
it happened according to his wish. Having 
therefore sailed into the Roman ports* when 
the. impure spectacles were on the point of 
being closed, the soldiers ; were grievedat 
being so late, but the bishop cheerfully obeyed 
their hastening him forward. : - 

VI* From thence therefore’ when’ they had 
pushed forward* viz. from what they called 
the Port} (for the news respecting the ’holy 
martyr had already been spread abroad 5) we 
meet the brethren filled with fear and joy} ort 
the one band, rejoicing at what 1 they ' collated 
the good’ fortune of Theophorusr onthwotbe# 
band, however, fearing because such wradn 
was 1 led to death. And some* who iq ! quiet 
were zealous’ and speaking in order to appease 
the people, that thfey should* hot 'dekire the 
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death of the righteous mao, he addressed^ 
when he had immediately perceived it in the 
spirit: and when he had sainted them all, and 
had begged from them the true love, and had 
reasoned with them more than in his epistle, 
and had persuaded them not to envy him 
hastening to his Lord ; (so all the brethren 
kneeling down) and bad invoked the son of 
God for the churches, for a cessation from 
the persecution, for the love of the brethren 
towards one another, he was led away with 
haste into the Amphitheatre. 

And then he was immediately thrown in 
according to the previous command of Caesar* 
When the spectacles were on the point of 
closing: (for it Was a solemn day, as they 
considered, called in the Roman tongue Ter- 
tiadecima, on which they made a point of 
assembling together:) thus he was cast to 
cruel beasts by the temple, so that the desire 
of the holy Martyr Ignatius was presently 
fulfilled : as it is written, “ the desire of the 
righteous shall be granted f .that he might 
be burdensome to none of the brethren by 
the . gathering of his relies, as he had pre- 
viously in. Ids epistle besought, that it might 
so come to pass at bis own consummation^ 
For only, the harder of his holy relics were 
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left, which were conveyed away to' Antibeh, 
and deposited in linen, a treasure left to the 
holy church, invaluable by the grace in the 
Martyr.* 

VII. Now these things were done on the 
thirteenth of the Calends of January, (that 
is, the twentieth of December) when Syra, 
andSenecius the second time, were the Roman 
consuls. After we had been with tears eye- 
witnesses of these things, and were passing 
the night at our lodgings, and beseeching the 
Lord much with kneeling and prayer to 
establish us, dejected at what had just taken 
place, having dropped asleep a little while, 
some of us saw on a sudden the blessed 
Ignatius standing by and embracing us; others 
again beheld him praying for us, and others 
dropping with sweat, like one who bad com- 
pleted a great labour, and standing by the 
Lord. With much joy then having seen 
these things, and considered the visions of the 
dream, having praised God the giver of all 
good, and counted the saint happy, we have 
made known unto you both the day and the 
time; that being gathered together accord- 
ing to the time of the martyrdom, we may 
communicate with the wrestler and genuine 
martyr of Christ, who trod under foot the 
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devUy and wlio finished the course of his most 
Christian desire in Christ Jesus our Lord, 
through whpm and with whom to the Father 
be glory and power with the Holy Ghost, for 
ever and ever. Amen, 
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Who through fflfrh mbdued kingdom, wrought righteousness, 
obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the 
violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness 
were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the 
armies of the Aliens.— W eb. xi. 33, 34. 


L Thb church of God which dwelleth as a 
stranger at Smyrna, to the church of God, 
which dwelleth as a stranger at Philadelphia* 
and to ail the transitory dwellings (parishes) 
of the holy and intire (catholic) church in 
every place,mercy , peace andlovefrom God 
tile Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ he 
multiplied. .* 

We have written to you, brethren, respect- 
ing those, who have borne witness, (suffered 
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martyrdom,) and the blessed Polycarp, who 
assuaged the persecution, having sealed it, 
as it were, by his testimony (Martyrdom.) 
For almost all the foregoing events have 
fallen out, that the Lord from above might 
demonstrate unto us the martyrdom accord- 
ing to his gospel. For he waited that he 
might be delivered up, as also the Lord, that 
we too should become his followers : not 
only regarding ourselves, but our neighbours 
likewise: it is the work of true and strong 
love, not only to desire that one’s-self should 
be saved, but also all the brethren. 

II. Blessed then in truth and noble are all 
the martyrdoms, which are accomplished 
according to the will of, God : 28 wq certainly 
ought reverently to attribute to God the 
power over all things: for who would not 
have admired their valour and patience, and 
love of their Lord? who, when they had 
indeed been torn with scourges, so that > the 
fr am e of their body was laid open even to the, 
inward veins and arteries, yet endured: that, 
even the bystanders became compassionate 
and lamented them. But to such a degree 
of fortitude did they reach, that not one of 
themselves flinched, nor groaned : giving 
proof to all of its, that the martyrs of Christ 
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In that hour, in which they were tormented, 
were abroad from the body ; yea, rather, that 
the Lord stood by, and conversed with them : 
and giving heed to the charity of Christ, they 
despised the torments of the world, by one 
hour being redeemed from eternal punish- 
ment ; and the fire of their cruel tormentors 
was cold to them. For they had before their 
eyes the escaping from fire everlasting, and 
which is never quenched, and they beheld 
with the eyes of their heart the good things 
which are laid up for them that endure, which 
neither ear hath heard, nor eye hath seen, 
nor hath it entered into the heart of man to 
conceive, but which were disclosed unto them 
by the Lord ; who were no longer men, but 
already angels. And in like manner also 
those condemned to the wild beasts suffered 
cruel punishments, being forced to lie upon 
sharp instruments, and buffetted with various 
other torments, that, if it were possible, the 
tyrant through continued punishment might 
turn them to a denial. 

III. For the devil invented many things 
against them, but thanks be to God, he did 
not prevail against all. For the most noble 
Germanieus, by the patience that was in him, 
strengthened their timidity: who in an illus- 
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trious manner fought with the wild beasts. 
For when the Pro-etmsul wished to persuade 
Man, and’ to tell him to take pity on his 1 age, 
he* drew the wild ' beast by fofrceunto him, 
wishing t6’ be removed ' more quickly ' from 
their unjust and wicked life. And thenceforth 
all the multitude Wdnderingat the nobleness 
of the godly and pious race of the Christians, 
cried out: take away the Atheists,® let P#iy 
carp be sought. 

IV. -But a person' named Quintus,' a Phry- 
gian; who had newJy’ eome from 1 Phrygia, 
When > he saw the wild' beasts, was ’afraid. 
Now this manwas he that forced both himself, 
and certain -others; to Come of their’’ oWn 
accord. Him the Pro-cOn sul, after hie bad 
besought him with' much perseverance, per- 
suaded to swear and to sacrifice. • For tiftiis 
cause then, We praise not those, who coine Of 
themselves, since the gospel does not so teach. 

V. But the most admirable Pblycarp, ’ On 
his part when he first heard, was not troubled, 
but wished to remain in the city! however, 
the greater part persuaded him to retire : 1 and 
be retired to a" small bouse in- the country 
not far from the city, and 1 with a few passed 
day and night, doing nothing but praying for 
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all men, and for the churches throughout the 
world : which was usual with him. And 
while he prayed he saw a vision three days 
before his apprehension. And he saw his 
pillow burnt by fire : and he turned and said 
prophetically to those that were with him : I 
must be burnt alive. 

Vi. And while they persevered in seeking 
him, he removed to another small country- 
house, and immediately those that sought 
him came : and when they found him not, 
they apprehended two boys, one of whom, 
when put to the torture, confessed* For it 
was impossible that he should he concealed, 
since even those that betrayed him were his 
domestics. And the peace-officer, also called 
Kleronomus, whose name was Herod, hastened 
to bring him into the stadium ; that he indeed 
might finish his own course, being made a 
partaker of Christ : but that his betrayers 
might sustain the punishment of Judas him- 
self. 

VII. His persecutors and horsemen then 
took the little boy, at the hour of the prepa- 
ration for supper, and went out with their 
customary arms, as if chasing a robber. And 
at a late hour they came and found him in a 
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certain small house, lying in an upper room i 
and from thence he could have departed into 
another place, but he would not, saying, the 
will of the Lord be done. Therefore when 
he heard of their arrival, he came down and 
conversed with them ; and some of the people 
present, wondering at his age and firmness, 
said : what occasion was there for such great 
speed to apprehend such a venerable man? 
Straightway then be gave orders to set before 
them, to eat and to drink, in that hour, as 
much as they would : and he besought of them, 
that they would give him an hour to pray, 
without restraint. And when they had per- 
mitted him, he stood and prayed, being full 
of the grace of God, so that he could not 
cease for two hours ; and those who heard 
him were astonished, and many repented that 
they had come against sueh a divine old 
man. 

VIII. Now when he bad ended his prayer, 
having made mention of all whom he had 
ever met, both small and great, both noble 
and obscure, and all the Catholic church 
throughout the world, the hour of departure 
being come, they set him on an ass, and con- 
ducted him into the city, it being the great 
sabbath : and there met him the peace-officer. 
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Herod, and his father, Nicetes, in a chariot, 
who also removed him into the chariot, and 
sitting by him , persuaded him, saying : Why, 
what evil is it to say, Lord Gmsar, and to 
sacrifice, and such like, and to be Saved? 
But he at first made them no answer: but 
when they persevered, he said, I will not do 
what you advise me. So when they had been 
disappointed in persuading him, they spake 
fierce words to him, and speedily overturned 
him from the chariot ; so that his thigh was 
injured in the fall. And without turning 
round, as if he had suffered nothing, he pro- 
ceeded with alacrity and speed, being con- 
ducted to. the stadium. Now the tumult in 
the stadium was so great, that no one could 
even be heard. 

IX. But as Polycarp was entering the list, 
there came a voice from heaven : “ Be strong. 
Polycarp, and quit thyself like a man.” Now 
him that spake certainly no one saw, but the 
voice, those of us who were present, heard. 
And when he had arrived there was a great 
tumult, as soon as they heard that Polycarp 
was taken. At length, now that he was 
brought, the pro-consul asked him, if he was 
Polycarp ; and having confessed, the other 
persuaded him to deny, saying, “ Have 
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regard to thine age : and other things accom- 
panying them as was their custom, saying, 
f* Swear by the fortune of Caesar — repent 
say, “ '1’ake away the atheists.” But Polycarp, 
when he had looked with a serious counte- 
nance upon all the multitude of the wicked 
Gentiles in the list, and had shaken his hand 
at them, having both groaned and looked up 
towards heaven, said, “ Take away the 
atheists.” The pro-consul still persisting, 
and saying, “ Swear, and I will release thee } 
reproach Christ;” Poly carp said, “ Eighty 
and six years have 1 served him, and he has 
in nothing injured me : how then can I blas- 
pheme my king, who has saved me ?” 

X. But while the other persisted again, and 
said, “Swear by the fortune of Caesar,” he 
answered, “ If thou vainly desirest that 1 
should swear by the fortune of Caesar, (as 
thou sayest), and pretendest to be ignorant of 
me, who 1 am : with freedom hear, I am a 
Christian. But if thou desirest to learn the 
word of Christianity, appoint a day, and 
hear.” The pro-consul said, “ Persuade the 
people.” But Polycarp said, “ Thee, indeed, 
I counted worthy even of a reason. For we 
have been taught to pay to Governments and 
Powers ordained of God, due honor, without 
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injuring ourselves ; but them I do not count 
worthy, that I should make a defence unto 
them.” 

XI. Then the pro-consul said unto him, 
“ I have wild beasts $ I will cast thee to them 
unless thou repent.” But he said, “ Call for 
them ; for a change from better to worse is to 
us impossible. But it is a good thing for me to 
be changed from wickedness to righteousness.” 
The other said again to him, “ Thou shalt be 
consumed by fire, (if thou despisest the wild 
beasts) unless thou repent.” Polycarp replied , 
“ Thou threatenest me with fire, which burn- 
eth for an hour, and is soon quenched. For 
thou art ignorant of the fire of the future 
judgment and eternal punishment which is 
reserved for the ungodly. But why delayest 
thou ? bring what thou wilt.” 

XII. Now while he spake these things and 
many more, he was replenished with courage 
and gladness, and his countenance was filled 
with charity, so that he not only did not give 
way, from being confused at the words, which 
were spoken unto him, but that, on the con- 
trary, the pro-consul was amazed, and sent 
his herald to proclaim three times, in the 
middle of the stadium, “ Polycarp has con- 
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fessed himself to be a Christian.” Thishaving 
been spoken by the herald, all the lUultitude, 
both of Gentiles and Jews, that dwell at 
Smyrna, with unrestrained rage, and with a 
loud voice, cried out, “ This man is the 
teacher of ungodliness, the father of the 
Christians, the overthrower of our Gods, that 
teacheth many not to sacrifice, nor even to 
worship the Gods.” When they had said these 
things, they cried out, and asked the Askureh 
Philip to let a lion loose upon Polycarp. But 
Philip said, that it was not lawful for him, 
because the sports of the wild beasts were 
ended. Then they deemed it proper to cry 
out, with one accord, that Polycarp should be 
burnt. For it behoved the vision to be ful- 
filled which was shewn to him on his cushion ; 
when, having seen it on fire, while he was 
praying, he turned and said to the faithful 
who were with him, prophetically, I must be 
burnt alive. 

Xlll. These things therefore were no sooner 
said, than done; because the multitudes 
immediately gathered together wood and fuel, 
both from their workshops and baths : espe- 
cially the Jews, who applied to this work 
with alacrity, as was their custom. And 
when the pile was prepared, having put off 
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from him all- his garments, and loosed his 
girdle, he tried also to untie his shoes ; which 
aforetime he had not to do, because every 
one of the believers was always zealous, who 
should first touch his person : for even before 
his -martyrdom, by reason of his good govern- 
ment, he had been adorned with every excel- 
lence. Immediately then, the instruments 
fitted ' for the pile were put about him. And 
when they- were about to nail him also, he 
said, “ Leave me so. For He who has 
granted unto me to endure the fire, will grant 
me also, without your security of nails, to 
remain unshaken in the pile.” 

XIV. So they nailed him not, but bound 
him. And when he had put his hands behind, 
and was tied, as a noble ram from a large 
flock for an offering, an acceptable burnt- 
offering prepared for God, having looked up 
towards heaven, he said : “ O Lord God 
Almighty, the Father of thy beloved and 
blessed Son Jesus Christ, bv whom we have 
received the knowledge of thee, the God of 
angels and powers, and of the whole creation, 
and of all the race of the righteous, who live 
in thy presence : 1 bless thee, that thou hast 
counted me worthy of this day and hour, 
that I should receive a part in the number of 
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thy martyrs, in the cup of thy Christ, iff 
order to the resurrection of the life everlast- 
ing, both of soul and body in the incorruption 
of the Holy Ghost : among whom may I be 
received before thee this day, in a sacrifice 
fat and acceptable, as thou hast afore prepared* 
and foreshewn and fulfilled, the God that is 
true, and that cannot lie. Therefore also for 
all things I praise thee, 1 bless thee, 1 glorify 
thee, with the everlasting and heavenly Jesus 
Christ, thy beloved son: with whom, to 
thee, and the Holy Ghost, be glory, both now 
and for ever. Amen. 

XV. And when he had uttered the Amen* 
and completed the prayer, the firemen lighted 
the fire. And as soon as a great flame had 
blazed up, we, to whom it was given to see, 
saw a great wonder: who also have been 
reserved in order to declare, what things were 
done, unto others. For the fire having taken 
the form of an arch, like the sail of a ship 
filled with the wind, encircled, as with a wall, 
the body of the martyr. And it was in the 
midst, not as burning flesh, but as bread 
baked, or as gold and silver burning in a 
furnace; we also received so sweet a fra- 
grance as of fresh frankincence, or of some 
Other of the precious spices. 
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XVI. Finally, therefore, when the wicked 
saw, that his body could not be consumed by 
the fire, they ordered the executioner to 
approach, and thrust a dagger into him. A nd 
as soon as he had done this, there came forth 
with his spirit , 30 such a prodigious quantity 
of blood, as to extinguish the fire, and asto- 
nish the -whole multitude, that there should 
be any . such great difference, between the 
unbelievers and the elect, one of whom was 
even this; most admirable Martyr Polycarp, 
made in our times an apostolic and prophetic 
teacher, and bishop of the Catholic church in 
Smyrna. For every word, which went forth 
from his mouth, both has been, and shall be 
accomplished. 

XVII. Then the invidious and malignant 
and wicked adversary of the race of the 
righteous, when he saw both the greatness of 
his testimony, and his blameless conduct from 
the beginning, and that he was crowned with 
the crown of incorruption and that the re- 
ward of victory was triumphantly borne off, 
bestirred himself, that not even a relic of him 
should be received by us, although many 
of its had a strong desire to do this, and to 
partake of his ho]y remains. Therefore he 
suborned Nicetes, the Father of Herod, and 
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brother of Alee, to prevail with the Magis- 
trate, that his body should not be given 
for burial ; lest, says he, they should leave 
him, that was crucified, and begin to 
worship this man. And in saying these 
things, they were prompted and strengthened 
by the Jews, who also kept guard, while we 
were about to receive him from the fire? 
being ignorant that we shall neither ever be 
able to forsake Ohrist, who suffered for the 
salvation of the whole world of the saved, 
(the spotless for sinners) nor to worship any 
other. For him indeed, being the Son of 
God, we do worship; but the martyrs, as 
disciples and followers of the Lord, we 
worthily love, because of their unconquer- 
able good-will towards their own king and 
master, with whom, may it be granted unto 
us also, to be made partakers and fellow- 
disciples, 

XVIII. When, therefore, the centurion saw 
the contention that was made by the Jews, 
he put him In the middle of the fire, and 
burned him. And so we afterwards gathered 
up his bones, (more valuable than precious 
stones, and tried above gold), and deposited 
them in a convenient place. There, as it shall 
be in our power, assembled together in joy 
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and gladness, the Lord will allow us to keep 
the anniversary of bis martyrdom, both in 
remembrance of those who have wrestled, as 
well as for the exercise and preparation of 
these who shall hereafter. 

XIX. Sueh were the foots relating to the 
blessed Polycarp, who, together with the 
brethren from Philadelphia, was the twelfth 
that bore witness in Smyrna, and is alone 
made mention of by all ; so that even by the 
Gentiles in every plaee he is spoken of ; being 
made not only an illustrious teacher, but also 
an excellent martyr; whose martyrdom all 
covet to imitate, seeing it was conducted 
according to the Gospel of Christ. For by 
patience he strove against the unjust magis- 
trate, and so received the crown of incor- 
ruption ; and exulting with the apostles and all 
the righteous, he glorifieth God and the Father, 
and blesseth our Lord, both governor of our 
bodies, and Shepherd Of the Catholic church 
throughout the world. 

XX. Ye therefore on your part deemed it 
worthy, that, what was done, should at large 
be declared unto you. But we for the present 
have made yOu acquainted with it, in a sum- 
mary by our brother Mark. Then when you 
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have informed yourselves of these things, 
send the epistle also to the brethren beyond 
you; that they likewise may glorify the 
Lord, who maketh selections from his own 
servants ; who is able by his charity and free 
gift to lead us all into his everlasting kingdom, 
by his son the only-begotten Jesus Christ : 
to whom be glory, honor, might, majesty for 
ever and ever. Amen. Salute all the saints* 
Our friends salute you: and Evarestus, the 
writer of this, with all his house. 

XXI. The blessed Polycarp bears witness 
(suffered martyrdom) on the second of the 
present month Xanthicus, the seventh of the 
Calends of May, on the great Sabbath, at the 
eighth hour. He was apprehended by Herod, 
Philip of Tralles being High-priest, and 
Statius Quadratus pro-consul, but Jesus 
Christ reigning for ever : to whom be glory, 
honor, majesty, an eternal throne, from 
generation to generation. Amen. 

XXII. We pray you to be strong, brethren* 
walking in the word according to the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, with whom be glory to God, 
and the Father and the Holy Ghost, for the 
salvation of the saints elect. As the. blessed 
Polycarp hath testified, in whose footsteps in 
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the kingdom of Jesus Christ may it be granted 
that we may be found. 

This copy Gaius transcribed from that of 
Irenceus, a disciple of Polycarp, who also was 
acquainted with Irenmus. And I, Socrates, in 
Corinth wrote from the copy of Gaius. Grace 
be with all. 

And again I, Pionius, wrote from the fore- 
mentioned, when 1 had searched it out accord- 
ing to a revelation of Polycarp, manifested 
unto me : as I will shew in the sequel : having 
collected it, now almost worn out by time ; 
that the Lord Jesus Christ may gather me 
also with his elect, to whom be glory with 
the Father, and the Holy Ghost, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
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It cannot be excus’d : it is a wrong 
Proceeding from a too, too partial tongue, 

To say, the proffer’d service of false Rome 

Had no good savour, and did never come 

To the gates of Heaven 5 fie ! poor Rome's belied. 

For when our Troops of glorious Martyrs died, 

In that warm age, who were their Priests ? By whom 
Was their blood shed ? Was’t not by holy Rome ? 

Such sweet perfumes , I dare be bold to say, 

Rome never burnt before, nor since that day : 

A sweeter Incense , save his dying Son, 

Heaven ne’er accepted since this world begun. 

Fra. Quarles, Divine Fancies, Lib. ii. S3. 

Cave, cave: namque in malos as per rim us 
Parata tollo cornua. — H or. Epod. vi. II. 
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NOTES ON POLYCARP 


TO THE 


PHILIPPIANS. 


Pot we are made partaker m of Christ, jf we hold the beginning <f our 
confidence otedfast unto the end. — Hbb. iii. 14. 

1 AND that the strong root of your faith, declared qf old 
times remaineth until now, and bringeth forth fruit unto our 
Lord Jesus Christ . 

Polycarp rejoices at the long conti nuahce of fruitfulness 
among the Philippians, it being now nearly fifty years since 
the date of Paul’s Epistle to them. That it is in truth the 
fate of every institution to fall away from its original purity* 
or from the original intention of the founder* all nature and 
history afford ample demonstration : which decaying prin- 
ciple is forcibly typical of the final dissolution of all things,— 
the earth itself. 

And nothing experiences degeneracy more quickly than 
churches. Convincing proofs of this abound both in the 
Old and New Testaments. If we look at the epistles to 
the seven churches, (Rev. ii. and iii.) we shall find that 
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even with regard to the celebrated church of Ephesians, 
Paul’s prediction (Acts xx. 99, 30.) was in part fulfilled $ and 
that too before the death of the Apostle John, who resided in 
those parts in his latter days. For this very church is 
threatened with the removal of the candlestick out of his 
place. The church of S a rdi an s was already, with the excep- 
tion of a few names, become a mere nominal church : thou 
hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. As for that of the 
Laodiceans, it was become 30 nauseous unto the Redeemer, 
that he says to it : I will spue thee out of my mouth. 

The Smyrnaean, which was comparatively a newly estab- 
lished church, for this Epistle of Polycarp informs us that it 
did not exist in the days of Paul, and the Philadelphian, are 
the only two of the seven, that receive unqualified com- 
mendation. 

Now let us turn to the Old Testament, nnd take a view 
of the church in the prophetic age. If ever there was a 
man that laboured most indefatigably to give stability and 
duration to his institutions, Moses was that man. How long 
then did their influence prevail with the people } And the 
people served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days 
of the elders, that outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great 
works of the Lord, that he did for Israel. (Judges ii. 7.) We 
may well exclaim, and was that all ? That waa all : for 
there arose another generation after them, which knew not the 
Lord, nor yet the works, which he had done for Israel, (v. 10.) 
And when the Lord raised them up Judges, then the Lord was 
with the Judge, and delivered them out of the hand of their 
enemies all the days of the Judge : (v. 18.) And it came 
to pass when the Judge was dead, that they returned and cor- 
rupted themselves more than their fathers, in following other 
gods to serve them, and to bow down unto them : they ceased 
not from their own doings, nor from their stubborn way. (v. 19.) 
And thus they went on from time to time, till they slew the 
Lord of Life : and then their measure was filled up : and 
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this scripture was fulfilled : he shall come and destroy these 
husbandmen, and shall give the vineyard to others . (Luke 
xx. 16.) Bur let me guard against mi&understttoding. When 
1 say that churches degenerate, I mean outward visible* 
churches : For the inward and Invisible chureh (visible only 
to God) always has remained, and always will remain the 
same, pure ahd spotless. In the midst of thorough outward 
degeneracy, the answer of God to Elijah is : Yet I have fyfb 
me seven thousand in Israel, all the . knees, which have not 
bowed unto Baal, and every mouth , which hath not kissed him . 
(I Kings xik. 18.) Thou art all fair, my love, there is no spot 
in thee . (Solomon’s Son g iv. 7.) That he might present it to 
himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing ; but that it should be holy and without blemish. (Eph. 
v. 27.) Spot indeed ! How can there be spot in that, which 
has been cleansed by nothing less than the blood of God l: 
(Rev. i. 5.) 

Thou great Chirurgeon of a bleeding soul/ 

Whose sovereign balm is able to make whole 
The deepest wound, thy sacred salve is sure : 

We cannot bleed so fast, as thou c&nst cure : 

Fra. Q(jari>r&« 

I have been led into, the foregoing observations, from the 
perverse attempt of a waiter of powerful talents and influence 
(Mr. Cobbett) in his ‘ History of the Protestant Refortna- 
tfon/ to persuade the people, that the present Roman 
Catholic religion is the same as that, which wab preached to, 
our ancestors by the Missionaries of Pope Gregory the 
Great, about the year of our Lord 600. And that k la the 
same as that of Alfred the Great, who flourished about the 
year 900. 

Now the great Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, full 200 years 
before our Saxon Ancestors were converted to Christianity, 
grievously complains Of the many corruptions that had crept 
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into the outward church even in his day. And certain it is 
that every century added roost largely to their number. 

A very different gospel then, the Missionaries of Pope 
Gregory brought into England, from that gospel, which the 
Apostles had preached. Sdll greater was the deviation from 
the truth in the days of Alfred. But as to the Romish 
worship of the present day, no sober-minded man, who 
takes a view of it, and then reads the New Testament, can 
say there is the least resemblance between the two. But 
before we proceed further, let us hear Augustine. “ I cannot 
approve the new practices introduced almost with as much 
solemnity as sacraments j neither dare I censure them too 
freely, lest l.should give offence to any one ; but it grieves me 
that so many salutary precepts of scripture should be held 
cheap, while our religion abounds with commandments of mere 
men” Augustine's Epistle to Januarius: Milner's Church 
History, vol. ii. p. 469. 

If precepts oj scripture were held cheap in the church ; and 
if commandments of men abounded, how grievous was the 
departure from the gospel so long as two hundred years before 
the Saxons of this island received Christianity ! 

I shall shew presently what a corrupted faith was Pope 
Gregory's $ but must be allowed first to digress for a few 
moments, to expose the inconsistency of Mr. C. Butler, the 
opponent of the ‘Book of the Church.* This gentleman, 
while he abuses Martin Luther with the utmost malignity, 
spares not to bestow upon Augustine the praise that he 
merits; and strongly recommends his ‘ Confessions’ to 
Southey’s perusal. Now that Luther and Augustine were of 
of one spirit, is perfectly clear to every man of true discern- 
ment. There was not a shadow of difference in the essential 
points of the divinity of these two illustrious preachers. 
But it fell to Luther's lot to live in a day, when the enormities 
of the Pope and his agents in their * sales of indulgences,' 
were utterly beyond the endurance of any man of truth. 
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On the other hand, it fell to the lot of Augustine to live 
before Antichrist had sufficiently grown up, to exercise his 
odious power and dominion over the visible churches of the 
West. They differed no more than the prophets and apostles 
differed, who were of one spirit The prophets embraced 
CHRIST in prospect: the apostles embraced him in the real 
personal enjoyment of him. So Augustine abhorred the 
power of Antichrist in prospect : Luther was made to abhor 
it, from feeling it in reality unmercifully exercised towards 
him. 

Butler even quarrels with Luther for ' laying aside the 
study of the world and the flesh* : (see the Ordering of Priests) 
an injunction which is laid upon all of us : in the same 
breath praising Melancthon for his apostacy. Take his own 
words out of p. 182 of his 'book of the Roman Catholic 
church.' 

" It is observable that ' Luther and Melancthon,* to use 
the words ofMosheim, ' seemed to set out with a resolution to 
banish every species of philosophy from the church,* ** &c.&c. 

" I see no reason to suppose, that Luther changed the 
opinion expressed in the passage which I have cited : 
Melancthon certainly did, and published his Loci communes, 
a philosophical work, greatly esteemed." 

Now parallel to this, in the words of Milner, behold the 
sentiments of Augustine. 

" In reply to Dioscorus, he (Augustine) justly guards him 
against the curious and presumptuous spirit of philosophizing , 
and dares to pronounce, in opposition to Clemens Alexan- 
drinus, Origen, and several others of the fathers, that 
Christian piety needs not the assistance of secular instruction, 
but ought to depend solely on the scriptures, and he cautions 
his friend against the pride of secular learning," &c. &c. — 
(Milner, vol. ii. p. 450.) 

Where, then, is the difference between these two servants 
of Christ ? But it belongs to the blind to praise the one. 
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aod to mahjgn the Other, of two perfectly Similar characters ^ 
just as the Pharisees of old, m the presence of the RsmsBMn*, 
extolled the prophets, whom their tehees killed > but slew 
the very Lord that sent those prophets. 

To return to Pope Gregory the Great. He was a man of 
zeal, f t» true: hut what of that, when the zeal is 'no* 
according to knowledge?' (Rom. x. $.) So was Paul, wheat 
he held the clothes of them that stoned Stephen : so was* 
Arius, who would have robbed the Son of God of his divinity : 
so was Zoroaster : so was Mahomet, Pelagius, Wesley, and 
every awful arch-heretic that Satan has ever sent forth to* 
deceive. 

Gregory the Great received (hfe himself Says so) the first 
four councils, as the four books of the Holy GospeL (Ajkin's* 
Lives). This was, as Augustine says, holding the precepts of 
scripture cheap indeed ; when he knew no difference between, 
them and the commandments of men. He was a bountiful 
distributer of 'wonder-working relics $’ which any mat* 
possessed but of the common oUtWard fear of God, would 
dread unnecessarily to disturb in the least degree. Superstition 
is not the ter of God ; it is the fear and worship of the dfeViL 

When the good Josiah, whits burning the bones of the 
false prophets, found also the sepulchre of the man of God> 
which came from Judah , did be distribute his relics ? No ; he 
said , let him alone ; let no man mov* his botes* ($ Kings* 
xxiii. 18;) Nor is it at all likely that God ever suffered the 
relics of any of kis real saints to be disturbed with impunity k 
The Riofman relics are all false relics, by which the beast (the 
devil) enables the false prophet to work miracles, to deceive* 
all them that despise the only truth, Jehovah-Jbsus. Andt 
the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought 
miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had 
received the mark of the beast , and them that worshipped his 
image . — (Rev. xix. 20.) 

This Gregory the Great was ako the first promulgator of 
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flie heretical doctrine of purgatory, u which (as Aikin says) 
afterwards proved such a mine of wealth to the church-” 

It is likewise easy to demonstrate, from innumerable 
passages of his own writings, that "his faith was not of the 
operation of God, but the sandy faith of a mere nominal 
Christian^nsparks of his own kindling. — (Isa. L 11.) 

And it would be still easier to demonstrate the further 
departure of the Roman church from the precepts of scripture, 
in every century down to the present time: but that would 
fill a large volume, and could not be done in a small appendix 
to a small book : and these remarks having already exceeded 
the usual limits of a note, I must hasten to bring them to a 
conclusion, Ungard, in his very elaborate and learped work 
on the Anglo-Saxon church, has fully proved that church to 
have been as corrupt as can well be conceived- 

That the scriptures have always been tbe same, we all very 
well know. But it ift one ttowg to read or hear the scriptures, 
and <*uite another thing to keep and do them. Even our 
Protestants do not scruple to tell us now, that it is impossible 
to live according tp the scriptures. And, to be brief, the 
Romanists, it seems, have long since felt s.uch impossibility ; 
seeing that, for ages past, they, like the Jews, have wholly 
turned aside to their traditions $ and to practise such abomi- 
nations as are even unheard of in the Pagan world : so that, 
in truth, they have corrupted themselves more than their fathers, 
in following other gods to serve them , and to bow down unto 
them . The Jews publish to the world, that their Talmud 
(book of traditions) is more to be regarded than the writings 
of Moses. Do not the Romanists the very same ? And with 
all this before his eyes, the author of the ‘ Protestant Reform- 
ation* pours torrents of abuse upon the former people (the 
Jews), while, with the most unsparing beneficence, he heaps 
up adulation upou the latter people. 

Does he imagine, we are prepared to believe, that every 
blessing, which this land enjoyed before the Reformation, was 
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owing to the Roman religion 3 and that every evil, which it 
has felt since that event, is owing to the Protestant religion 1 
That England was great and glorious before the Reformation 
is an undoubted truth : but that her greatness demonstrated 
the excellency of the Romish religion, is as certainly false* 
Upon as good grounds might we say, that the thousands of 
idols adored by pagan Rome were the cause of all her glory, 
greatness, and durability. Was it the chained Apollo of Tyre 
that enabled her to detain before her walls, for seven months, 
the all-sweeping army of the invincible Macedonian! 
(Curtins, lib. iv. cap. 3 & 4. The brave Tyrians during the 
siege chained his Godship, lest he should escape and with- 
draw his protection from them.) Was it the religion j or the 
civil institutions of Lacedaemon and Athens, that made those 
small states more than a match for the whole Persian empire ? 
Cyrus, the elder, was the greatest of conquerors ; yet the true 
worship, the Lord tells us, he knew nothing of. — Isa. xlv. 4. 

Again, we read that the Assyrian empire, which was the 
most ancient, was also the most durable of all other empires 3 
it having governed Asia for 1300 years (Prideaux). Was her 
glory all owing to her idolatrous religion ? Oh ! no. No 
more was England’s glory and greatness owing, in the least 
degree, to the idolatrous and superstitious abominations of 
which she was guilty, while she submitted to the sway of the 
potentate of Rome. To other causes, then, her greatness Is 
to be traced 3 and not to that of a traditionary religion : for 
during the very period of England's greatness, the Romau 
Catholic worship equally flourished in other nations, which 
were ground to the dust by unfeeling tyranny and oppression. 
As to his tracing all the calamitous events of modern times 
to the Reformation, he ought in truth to have gone one step 
farther back, and he would have refuted his own work. The 
Reformation most assuredly sprung out of the intolerable 
grievances, and unspeakable iniquities, and barbarian cruelties 
of the church of Rome. That infinitely just God, of whom 
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lie so often makes mention, would not drive out the idolatrous 
Amorites till their iniquity was full.— (Gen. xv. 16.) Nor 
would he cast off the Jews, till they rejected his gospel : nor 
did he ever afflict willinoly, nor grieve the children of men . — 
(Lam. iii. 33.) Nor could the Romish idolatry in this country 
have fallen, had not ‘ their iniquity been full' It was like an 
ancient, decayed, and rotten building, which tumbled to pieces 
by its own weight, and crushed many in its fall : as all pon- 
derous masses, when they are overthrown, must inevitably 
Crush all them that take refuge under their shadow. 

And by the same mode of tracing, he might well have gone on 
still further, and traced every calamity that has ever come upon 
this world, up to the first transgression in the garden of Eden 
for from that they all sprung* Yes, from that very root, viz ; 
the seed of the serpent conceived and brought forth in the 
heart of Eve, this W. Cobbett himself derived his own 
serpentine nature, which not ouly delights to feed Upon dust 
itself; (Gen. iii. 14.) but would seduce, if possible, . all hia 
countrymen to regale upon the same deadly food. — However 
there is a seed, that never can relish any other than heavenly 
nourishment: and though this seed has undergone very, 
very many attempts at utter extirpation, it must for ever 
flourish. 

‘ It lives and labours under load, 

Though dampt, it never dies.’— H art; 

He is! likewise equally incorrect in charging the invention of 
the funding system on Bishop Burnet; which system he 
avows to be the real cause of his dislike to Protestantism * 
The Reformation, he says, produced that system; and from 
that system is derived the impoverishment and degradation 
of the nation. What will he say then, when he is told, that, 

* loans to the public on parliamentary security ' are of 
Catholic origin. They were first attempted. Dr. Iingard has 

shewn from the Rolls of Parliament 4 so long ago as 1382 : 
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stout three hundred years before the birth of Bishop Bturnet/ 
That first attempt fried j bnt in the succeeding reign. Hut of 
Henry IV. the practice was begun > and ' the whole legislature 
(Catholic legislature) joined in giving sufficient security to 
those, who were willing to advance money for the public 
Service/ (Lingard v. iv. p. 951.) This is Mr. Cobbett*s 
strongest Intrenchment : and certainly he is driven frbm it* 
As for the Binding system in its present cruel and oppressive 
state, it requires only to be understood, to be abhorred by 
any man possessed but of the common feelings of humanity. 
Still, odious as it is, the Romish Idolatry is unspeakably mbre 
so. I know that it is the fashion, in this doubly refined age 
of degeneracy, to deny that bowing before images is idolatry ; 
but I must refrain here : a more suitable opportunity Wffi, 
it is likely, occur for me to declare ray mind on that subject 
It may be asked, why should I have taken the least notice 
of either Cobbett, or Bntler, the former being an avowed 
infidel, and the latter as blind in eternal things as the blindest 
Jew upon earth possibly can be > It is not without cause 5 fbr 
thdr books, the * Protestant Reformation/ and the 9 Book of 
the Roman Catholic Church,' having fallen in my way, I therein 
fbund so much virulence and calumny cast upon those 
venerable names, whose memories we, who love the truth* 
must ever hold most sacred and dear ; that I felt it impossi- 
ble jto omit the opportunity offered by this publication of 
^totting them know, that there still are defenders of the paitu 
upon the earth* who cannot endure the presence of such as 
would 9 teach and seduce the servants of the Lord to com- 
mit fornication* and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.' 
(Rev. ii. 20 .) They must both be brought forward again in 
the sequel, of these notes. 

2 For every one, that con/esseth not that June Christ has 
com4 in the flesh is Antichrist . 

1 John iv. 3. This sentence is directed against the Docetfs . 
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The one referred to in John is similar to it. John'# residence 
had been in the same neighbourhood ; which appears .to hate 
been exceedingly infested with these heretics; But John. in 
another place informs us that there are many Antichrists, 
saying ; Little children, it is the last time, and as ye hone 
heard, that Antichrist shall come, even, now are there many 
Antichrists ; whereby we know that Uis the last time. (1 John 
ti 18.) In short every man that preaches out of his own 
heart; (Jer. xiv. 14, and xxiiL 16,) that is, every preacher, 
who has not the * Spirit of Christ,* is Anti-christ. And so 
says the Redeemer : he that is not with me is against me ; 
(Matt. xii. SO) that is, against Christ j that is ^nii-christ. 
If there were many of these in the latter part of the Apostle 
John’s day, what shall we say now } why, that there has 
been a continual increase. The consideration of John’s 
earnestness on this point certainly ought, where there is a 
work of the spirit, to rouse us to be on our guard against 
them. 1 

z I therefore exhort every one of you to obey the word 
of righteousness . 

I would have my readers particularly to notice how 
strenuously obedience to the r word of righteousness* is in- 
sisted upon in all these epistles j and the agreement therein 
between them and the scriptures : not every one that saith 
unto me Lord , Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven ; 
but he that dorth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 
(Mat. vii. 21) and again : blessed are they, that hear the 
word o f God, and kerp it. (Luke xi. 28 ) Thus no account 
is taken by the Redeemer of mere saying 5 but the essence 
of Christianity lies in doing and keeping. Let us not love 
in word, neither in tongue ; but in deed and in truth, saith John 
iii. 18. Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, 

" deceiving your own selves, saith Janies i. 22. The state of 
profession in our day calls upon me to point out these 


Digitized by Google 



124 


APPENDIX r. 


thing*. For it is now the fashion to grasp the world with 
the right hand, and religion with the left; to make a pre- 
tence of serving God, while fast bound in the chains of 
Mammon. In addition to the foregoing, one quotation 
more, from the Old Testament, shall suffice for the present; 

For i oUh their mouth, they skew much love, hut their heart 
goeih after their covetousness. And, lo, thou art unto them 
as a very lovely song of one that hath a pleasant voice, and can 
play well on an instrument : for they hear thy words, but they 
no them not. (Ezek. xxxiii.31,32.) 

4 Stand therefore, #c. ■ • 

The original Greek of all that follows of this epistle, with 
the exception of the thirteenth chapter, is unfortunately lost : 
and the translation is obliged to be made from a Latin 
version, which is not quite so perfect as could be wished.) 


NOTES 


ON 

THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS. 


JPD without controversy great is the mystery of godliness : Ood wet 
manifest in the flesh, justified in the spirit, seen of angels, preached unto 
the Gentiles, BELIEVED on in the world, received up into glory. (1 Tim. 


Almighty God sigh’d human breath l 
The Lord of life experienc’d death ! 

How it was done we can’t discuss ; 

But this we know; ’twas done for us.— Hart. 
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r Cho&ei} in reed suffering. 

, The bishop makes use of the.^pressiou jmu,, suffering p* 
opposition to the Dpcet®> who folked,like the Quakers of 
modern history, of an WMTgnt su&ringtof* t^ erpss. v ; 

*YoarMshop;inthebQdy. . 

, In the body; that is, personally present, in distinction 
from Christ, the chief bishop, who, though sphjtueUypfle- 
seut, is absent as to his body. : ; 


7 I pray him to remain . . 

It appeara that ^Bjurriras did continue with Ignatius, till, he 
teftTroas. See, Epist. Smym. c. 12. . 

,;?* So suspended upon him* #c. 

m Most ; beautiful, certainly, ; are this waiter’s views of, imply. 
Apd were ft not so, ashe describes . it, the qhurcb militant 
qpuld be no. pattern of the church; triumphant ) nor could; it 
answer to the description given us of it, in the sacred 
volume. Behold, \the tabernacle qf. God is with men, and he 
will dwell with them, and they shall he Ms people, and Qod 
himself shall he with thqn; and be; their Clod. (Re y; xxi.? 3.) 
Infinitely perfect, we know, must be the harmony that.existeth 
above : and the measure, which we are permitted to, taste of 
it here, serves only to whet our appetites for a fuller enjoy- 
ment) and to stir us up to join heartily in the prayer, that 
ijt wpuld ' please the LoRD of, his gracious: goodness, shortly 
to accomplish the number of his elect.' (Burial, of? the dead.) 

9 If any one be not within the altar . \ ^ w 

In the epistle to the Trallians (chap. 7 .) Ignatius explains 
that to f be not within the altar,' is, to act without the wUl of the 
bishop, the presbytery, and the deacon. , Undoubtedly he, that 
acts without the will of the bishop, cannpt properly belong, to 
the visible church, much less to the invisible, But by rendering 
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a feigned obedience, a man may be Within the altar in' this 
sensei and yet 'lack the bread of God/ Fbn that is the 
hidden manna ; (Rev. ii. It) hidden Certainly to all theaf 
that are withbut; who have no conceptions; but carnal con- 
ceptions j and who, like savage cannibals, will have it, that 
they eat and drink the bread and wine of life (the body and 
blood of Christ) in a carnal manner. To all these the mdttna 
is hidden | but revealed to them that are truly withinf the 
altar \ they not only see it, but daily feed upon it. 

10 There ii onephysician, Sr c. 

hlilner has translated this passage fa his church fcfetdry; 
but although the true reading, — thanato, has been preserved 
by Athanasius, he has most stupidly read— athanato, and thus 
completely spoiled one of the finest passages that evef was 
penned. There is in the epistle to Fblycarp one parallel to it. 
I shall place them both here in one view. c There is otte 
physician, both having a body, and being a spirit ; born, and 
hot born | made flesh, yet God | in death, yet true life 5 both 
of Mary, and of God ; first passible, and then impassible, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.' (Ephes. ch. 7.) 

* Consider the times : keep looking for him who is above 
time, the tikklkss 5 the invisible, for us made visible ; him 
that could not be handled, the impassible, for us made 
passible, who all manner of ways endured for us/ (Polycarp, 
ch. 3 .) 

Ahd though Mr. M'CuHa never saw this author ; (for St 
was not till after his death that t met with Ignatius,) yet he 
has a most noble passage, so similar, in ‘ spiritual war,’ vol. i. 
pp. 365 , 6 , that I cannot refrain quoting it also in this place. 

* He that was blessedness in the fullest sense, was made a 
curse, Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse jot us ; (Gal. iii. IS.) I say then, if blessedness 
was thus made a curse 1 happiness made miserable ; holiness 
made sin ; life siiffer death $ all-powerful become a worm 
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and no mans (Ps. 23, 6;) just become unjust; and the 
Maker become as the cfel&ture, what was it all for V 

This last question Barnabas has answered right well. Saying 
that he * could not have suffered but for us.* And this 
much none toil a faithful roan ever could say in truth ; 
although the afore-taefttioned Milner has greatly abused poor 
Barnabas. 

11 As neither can faith > Ac. 

This is again a most beautiful passage, shewing the wide 
•distinction between the believer and the unbeliever. To set 
in a clear point of view that ' faith Cannot do the things of 
unbelief, nor unbelief the things df faith;* let us ask the 
questions : what it is> that fhith beltetfes ? and what it is, that 
unbelief denie* ? 

First then : faith believes; that c the Creator became as a 
creature/ (And the ivord ten# made flesh: John i. 14;) ip 
order to redeem from death his own fallen creature. And 
thiB faith raises up the creature, as PolyCarp says, “ from the 
lusts that are in the world:** and not only so; but above its 
pleasures also, * drawing up the mind to, high and heavenly 
things/ (17th article). So that Paul was constrained to 
exclaim : how shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer 
therein f (Rom: vi. 1.) that is, how can we, who have 
passed from unbelief to faith, any longer do the things of 
unbeltef ? It is Utterly impossible. 

In answer to the second question : unbelief denies, nay, 
(as in the case of the wretched Socinian) laughs to scorn the 
very notion of the Creator’s assuming mafthobd into union 
with him ; being ignorant that it is far, very far beyond the 
reach of fallen nature ever to attain to such a belief as this ; 
which is a blessing given from above to them, that are horn , 
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 
man , but of God . (John i. 13.) Alas ! that scarcely one 
jCalvinist in a thousand ever attains a true feeling , belief of 
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this, is most evident: hoW then should a poor blind Soctnian 
attain to it? It is utterly impossible; And Ignatius well 
says, 4 unbelief cannot do the things of faith.' 

I once heard of a good man, (so called) a minister of the 
gospel too, who never could bring his mind to believe that 
the great and omnipotent God, who built the world, coukl 
ever condescend to give to Moses all those minute directions 
respecting the utensils of the tabernacle ; as recorded in the 
writings of that prophet. Oh ! alas! inconceivably great as 
such condescension undoubtedly is 5 yet haw many titties 
deeper must this good mans faith * go, ; before he attains to 
<that, which will stand him in any stead at the day of judgr 
ment How much harder is it to believe that the / Creator 
became as a creature !!' And I remember, toy answer at 
the time, was : how then can he believe that >f Goo was 
made sin for ns ?’ (2 Cor^v* 19> 20 , 21 .) And 1 tell the 
deluded Socini&n, as well as that poor deluded Calvinist, that 
their religion is nothing more, than & whim of the brain, 
conceived, and hatched, and nourished there by the € Prince 
of Darkness,' under whose influence alone they, wholly act. 
But the feeling sense of this great mystery; that ‘God was 
made sin,’ (and nothing else can do it) takes away all guilt 
as clean out of the conscience as if none had ever been com- 
mitted. (Heb. x. 14.) 1 The prophet Isaiah was . well 
satisfied of the truth of this : Though yomr sms be as scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow y though they he nap bw s 
crimson, they shall be as wool. (Isa. u 18.) , . 

Crowns, had they been of stars, could add no more 
Glory, where there was all before ; 

And thorns might scratch him, could not make him worse, 

Than he was made, sin and a curse.— F ra. Quarles. 

Were I to comment on all the passages worthy of atten- 
tion in these epistles, these notes would for exceed the limits, 
which I have prescribed to myself. I shall therefore only 
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select a very few of the moat striking and prominent, which > 
could not well,, and which indeed ought not to be passed 
over. 


13 J faith in power- 

There is a power always accompanying true faith, which 
enables the possessor of it to submit to all the will of hie 
makbh ; and to say with John# his commandment* are not. 
grievous, &c. (1 John w 3, 4, 5.) None of this powerr 
attended) the Redeemers words to .» the rich young many 
(Mat. xu l 16.) otherwise he would have sold all hie posses* 
sions, and given to the poor with extreme delight, at the 
commandment of Ceuust : instead of which he went away { 
sorrowful. And, as Ignatius says, it ia only that faith,, which 
is attended with this power, that ever will enable any man to 
stand the great and fiind storm r for firman, so endowed, is 
not built upon poor Peter, but has the ‘ Rock of ages' for 
his foundation. 

How well our Saviour and the landed-youth 
Agreed a little while ! And to say the troth, 

Had ha bad will and power in his hand, 

To keep the law , but as he kept his land : 

No doubt, his souk had found the, sweet fruition 
Of his own choice desires, without petition ; 

But he must tell and follow, or else not 

Obtain his heaven ; Oh, how, his Heaven’s too hot; 

He Cannot stay, he has no business there : 

He’ll rather miss, than buy his heav'h too dear ; 

When broth too hot for hasty hounds , how they 
Will Uch their scalded lips, and sneak away / 

Qtnnm 

la How math more if <tuy man corrupt the faiths dtej 

Here is atoww m a vary forcible manner the necessity 
that is laid upon the servant* of Cbbpst, to keep the faith 
pure, that is, to free it from the corruptions and inventions 1 

s 
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of man. This feeling made Paul exhort Titus (i. 13) to 
rebuke them sharply, that they may he sound in the faith. 

14 Baptized that our mortality might be cleansed. 

Here I have followed the respectable authority of Theo- 
doret as well as of Macarius of Philadelphia, who, as Usher 
has shewn, have quoted this passage. The Medicean text 
reads : * that he might purify water by his passion,* which is 
inconsistent with the scriptures $ and is clearly a corruption 
of the Anti-christian church. Archbishop Wake, finding the 
sense to be defective, as it stands in our editions, instead of 
adopting the sound reading of the above-mentioned Fathers, 
has added a few words of his own printed in italics; by 
which he has increased the nonsense ten-fold. 


NOTE 


*JN 

THE EPISTLE TO THE MAGNE8IANS. 


But there are tome of you that believe not . For Jetut knew from the 
beginning who they were that believed not , and who should betray him . 
And he said, therefore said I unto you , that no man can come unto me, 
except it were given him of my Father . — John vi. 64. 


15 Unlesstoe are able to die, Ac. 

Most true it is, that, unless we are ready to lay down our 
lives for Christ’s gospel, we fear man, more than we fear 
God. But the empty brag of a party of Socinians just pub- 
lished by them, on the occasion of one of their ridiculous 
marriages, that they * are prepared to meet persecution even 


Digitized by Google 



APPENDIX k 


181 

to imprisonment and death/ calls upon me to ask them $ 
well ; and what of that ? Are there not numbers of Atheists, 
as willing to die for Atheism, as they are for Socinianism > 1 
verily believe, that some of these would, in defence of their 
creed, (or rather their infidelity) lay down ten lives, if they had 
them. Do these Socinians not know, that the scriptures 
say : though I give my body ter be burned, and have not chanty, 
(love) it profiteth me nothing ? (1 Cor. xiii. 3. In this chapter 
agape is certainly incorrectly rendered charity, according to 
the modern acceptation of that term : it signifies love, viz. 
that love, which is described in Rom. v. 5.) And do not 
these same Socinians deny, that there is any such person as 
the ' Holy Ghost to shed abroad, that love in their hearts V 
Let them die then : it is not the 1 love of God/ nor the 
* hope of glory* that supports them : it is their f seared con- 
science/ < But after all, these things are easier said, than 
done : and they that are forward to say, when there is no* 
necessity for it, very often fail to do. 
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NOTE 

ON 

THE EPISTLE TO THJS TRALUANS, 


But though we or an angel from Heaven , preach any other gospel unto you* 
than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed. As 
< wo oakdbefore too vayl now again, If any man preach any other gospel 
mto yeuthamthest ye have toothed, let him bo atomse^Qkh. ivft, t. 

No prophet nor dreamer of dreams, 

No master of plausible speech, 

To lire like an angel who seems. 

Or like an apostle to preach ; 


Should meet with a moment’s regard, 

But rather be boldly withstood. 

If any thing easy or hard, 

He teach, save the Lamb and his blood.— Hart. 

16 Themselves existing in appearance , $c. 

The Pagans, to be sure, as Celsus for instance, looked upon 
these Heretics to be Christians equally with the Orthodox, or 
True Believers. But the real Christians could easily discern 
by the power of the Spirit of Truth, that they had no actual 
existence in Christ ; no more than our modern manifold 
sects have : though they all call themselves Christians. 

Stronger language against heresies perhaps scarcely ever 
was penned, (except in the holy scriptures) than what is 
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contained in the vi. vii. viii. ix. x. and xi. chapters of this 
truly beautiful epistle. Therefore as heresies of all sorts, no 
less, if possible still more, dangerous exist now, I must in 
this place be allowed a little scope, for the sake of Christ’s 
flock, whose debtor I am, to defend the pure and unmixed 
Truth. 

Having made mention of Celsus, I have somewhat further 
to say concerning him. He was a bitter writer against 
Christianity in the second century : and much resembled in 
that 'respect our modern opponent, W. Cobbett: some of 
their arguments being perfectly similar. These arguments 
the reader shall have in their own words. And first, for 
Mr. Cobbett : 'arid here we are* too,” says he, 'with forty 
sorts of ‘Protestant religion, instead of the owe fold, in which 
oUr forefathers lived for nine hundred years ; here we are, 
divided and split-up into sects, each condemning* air the rest 
to eternal flames 5 here we are, a motley herd of Church 
People, Methodists, Calvinists, Quakers, and Jews, chopping 
aod changing with every wind $ while the faith of St. Austin 
and St. Patrick still remains what it was when it inspired the 
heart and sanctified the throne of Alfred.' Prot. Ref. p. 447. 

•Now for the Epicurean philosopher, Celsus. * At first, when 
they were but few, they agreed : but when they became a 
multitude, they were rent again and again ; and each will 
have, their own factions j for they' had factious spirits from 
the beginning.’ ' They are now so split into different sects, 
that they* have only the name left them in common.’ ‘ Ye will 
hear them, though differing so widely from one another, and 
abusing one another so foully, making that boast.’ "The 
world is crucified unto me, and I to the world.” (Milner, 
v. i. p. 531.) 

Now what language ean be more similar, than that of 
these two enemies, though the last-named was dead nearly 
sixteen hundred years before the other was born? What 
more need be said to refute Cobbett’s argument of * the one 
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fold, in which our forefathers lived for nine hundred years!/* 
Is not that ancient dexology herein proved true : “ As it was 
in the beginning, is now, andshall be, as long as the world 
endureth ?" 

I had nearly forgotten to mention, that Butler also is weak 
enough to make use of the very same argument. And I 
have found the following note, whioh was written, in turning 
over his book on its first appearance. 

If Christians were so 'split into sects, as Celsus says, in the 
second century $ of which I have no doubt: how stands 
Butlers argument against the Protestants in his reply to 
Southey? Butler, like Celsus, charges them with being 
* rent again and again and like Celsus, he is equally puzzled: 
— “ If one sort introduce one doctrine, another another, and 
all join in saying, ‘ believe if ye would be saved, or depart 5 ’ 
what are they to do, who desire really to be saved ? are they 
to determine by the throw of a die? Where are they to turn 
themselves, or whom to believe ?” (Milner, v. i. p. 530.) — 
But it is evident, Butler’s charge militates equally against the 
primitive Church, which he with judicial blindness denomi- 
nates the Roman Catholic Church. 

These interrogatories of Celsus remind me of a young 
man who once accompanied one of the seceders, in a call 
upon Mr. M'Culla. At the conclusion of a long argument, 
the young man, perplexed, said : “ When doctors disagree, 
where must the patient go ?” 

The answer to all such is, that the sheep of Christ have 
discernment given them, to know the voice of the true 
shepherd 5 and the rest are blinded. My sheep hear my voice , 
and I know them, and they follow me. A stranger they will 
not follow, but will flee from him; for they know not the voice 
of strangers. — (John x. 5,27.) The Seceders were a sect of 
very light clouds (Jude 12, and 2 Pet. ii. 17 ) that sprung up 
from the poisonous atmosphere of Satan, about the year 1815. 
After being driven about by every change of the wind, they 
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"Were blown away into the land of thick darkness and oblivion. 
To return to the point : the divided state of the outward 
church of professing Christians, as described by Celsus, is 
amply confirmed by history. Eusebius gives an account 
(Lib. vi. c. 22) of a voluminous writer, named Hippolytus, 
one of whose works was entitled, ‘ Against all Heresies.* 
T*heir number, in fact, was thirty-two 5 and by adding the 
Orthodox Christians, it becomes thirty-three : which number, 
I 'imagine, will be found quite equal to that of the present 
heretical day. But Hippolytus in this had done nothing more 
than what the martyr, Irenaeus, had done before him. 

Now let us cast a glance or two into the c one fold of our 
forefathers,* so emphatically pressed upon our attention in the 
' Protestant Reformation,’ and see if all was perfectly undi- 
vided, peaceable, and unanimous there. ‘ That which had 
been law during seven reigns' (says this new Doctor of Roman 
Divinity, speaking of Queen Mary’s acts), f comprising 
nearly two centuries, and some of which reigns had been 
amongst the most glorious and most happy that England had 
ever known, one of the kings having won the title of King 
of France, and another of them having actually been crowned 
at Paris 5 that which had been the law for so long a period, 
Was now the law again : so that here was nothing new at any 
rate.’ What ! then the burning of heretics in the reign of 
Mary had been the practice of nearly two centuries ! A pretty 
specimen of the peace and uniformity of the f one fold .* 

But to handle this matter as briefly as possible : the first 
statute against dissenters was enacted so long ago as the 
reign of Richard H. in the year 1382 $ a hundred and fifty 
years, or thereabouts, before Henry VIII. separated 
from the Pope. It provided that unauthorised preachers and 
their abettors should be arrested and confined, till they were 
willing to plead in the ecclesiastical courts. 

And I believe this was the first time, since the conversion 
of the Anglo-Saxons, that any restraint was enjoined upon 
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preaching in England. The Act had been procured by the 
bishops, who, as Paul says to Timothy, having * turned away 
their ears from the truth, unto fables,' could no longer bear to 
be disturbed in their ease and luxury. However, as if ashamed 
of what they had done, after a petition made to Parliament 
by Wydiffe, the above-mentioned Act was repealed. 

But so exceedingly alarmed for the safety of the church had 
the clergy and Government become nineteen years afterwards, 
that on the petition of the clergy to the king in Parliament 
(Henry IV.), an act was passed for the protection of the 
church , and the suppression of the new sect ; which provided 
that heretics (in other words, dissenters), if they would not 
recant, should be caused * to be bprnt on a high place before 
the people, that such punishment might strike terror into the 
minds of others.’ 

In the year 1388 (Feb. 5). capital punishment was demanded 
in Parliament upon some offending Peers, when the Primate 
arose, and observed, that in obedience, to the canons * which 
forbade the clergy to interfere in judgmsnts op BU>qp, he and 

the other prelates should depart : and all th* (bishop* 

and abbots immediately left the house. 

Can it be believed, that, in the short space of thirteen years, 
the same delicate race should petition for the enactment of a, 
law of blood , so contrary to their own eanona ? The. degene* 
racy in this case. is most striking and rapid. How amazing, 
then, the effrontery of the man who is not ashamed to assert 
that the Roman Catholic religion has always remained the 
same that it was 1300' years ago i Nor should I omit to 
observe, that there are good grounds for believing that the 
number of sects in that day was fttlly equal to the number of 
the present day. This cannot be doubted when weknow tbati 
not only male, but female .preachers were so<obnnd«ftb 
A contemporary writer (quoted by Liagard) says* “ He was 
surprised to observe ho w soon their diseiples. adopted the cant 
of their masters, and both mat and women became teachers 
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of evangelical doctrine.** And again — “ Though ail the 
ppepctars seem to have studied in the school of Wycliffie* 
yet each distinguished himself by some particular doctrine 

(Lij^ird, voL iv.) Thia is the one, the undivided fold of 
happy England before the Reformation. There was: no divi- 
sion ip religion till it was introduced by the Reformation# 
says this most passionate enemy of truth. 

But opt to, waste time : Arundel, the then ruling Primate^ 
set forth several provincial constitutions to make the statute 
more eventual. (Southey.) However, this not being found 
Sufficient to quench the excessive thirst for blood of the 
Roman Catholic Prelacy : Henry V. enacted in a new statute, 
‘ that ah persons employed in civil offices from the Chancellor 
downwards, should swear upon their admission to office, that 
they would put forth their whole power, and diligence to destroy 
Lpllardry,* viz., the putwerd profession of Christianity. These 
Were hi^e and rapid strides in iniquity and cruelty. 

Antiochus Epiphanes, the persecutor of the ‘ chosen people* 
upder the old dispensation, i s considered even by the Romanists 
tO hft?e ta?n the type pf Anti-christ. We shall just, stop a few 
moments here tp look at th e strong resemblance between the 
type an d Anti-type. * When Antioehus (I quote from 
pridian*) issued 9ut his decree for. the suppressing of the 
religion, one mam instruction given his agents for 
tins pmpo.se, was, every where to tata away and suppress the 
law of Mqfes : for that being the rule of their religion 5 were 
that taknn away, he thought the religion itself must neeesf 
^ayi)y cea^s with it. And therefore orders were issued out# 
eommapdiug all, that had any copies of the law to deliver 
tham qp, and the punishment of death was severely inflicted 
op all who were afterwards found in possession of thwp/ 
(y, pi. p. 22$.) And when these diabolical projects had 
been defeated by tb e unexampled valqur oJf 4 udas Macea- 
tyeuq, we ajre farther fold that, "when the neighbouring 

nations found ataut heard that the Jew* had again reco* 
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vered the city and temple of Jerusalem, new dedicated the 
sanctuary, erected a new altar in it, and again restored the 
Jewish worship in that place,* (in the year before the birth 
of our Lord 164) ' they were much moved with envy and 
hatred against them hereon $ and therefore taking counsel 
together against them, resolved to act in concert together for 
their utter extirpation , and began to execute this resolution, 
by putting all of them to death, who were found sojourning 
any where among them, purposing to join with Antiochus 
for the effecting of all the rest, in the utter destruction of the 
whole race of Israel .* (v. iii. p. 242.) These are some of the 
black features of the type. Certainly it was to be expected, 
that the Anti-type would swallow up the type : and it must 
be confessed that he has played his part with amazing per* 
severance, as will further appear. For by his agents he 
continued in the exertion of his ‘ whole power and diligence / 
&c. till at length towards the close of the reign of Henry 
VII., about the beginning of the sixteenth century, ' a cor- 
respondent of Erasmus, (Southey informs us) wrote to him, 
that the price of wood was considerably advanced about 
London, in consequence of the quantity required for the 
frequent executions in Smithfield.' Whether wood actually 
advanced in price or not, is more than can be affirmed on 
such authority : but this is evident, that in this ' onefoht 
so unanimous, heretics sprung up faster than they could be 
consumed : or at least what were denominated heretics by 
those fierce Homan tigers, even our own forefathers. And 
heretics no doubt many of them were, for it has always 
happened in times of severe persecution, that both heretics 
and hypocrites have shared the same fate with the true dis- 
ciples of the adorable Immanuel ; it never being in the 
power of the men 1 of this world* to discern between the 
righteous and the vncked , between him that serveth God and 
him that serveth him not. (Mai. iii. 18.) This part of 
‘Southey’s book is well worthy of deep attention. The most 
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excessive cruelty in causing the unhappy recanters to wear 
the faggot, &c. was equal to, perhaps exceeded, anything 
practised by the unrelenting Pagan persecutors in the glorious 
days of primitiye Christianity. However, the measure of 
Roman Catholic barbarity in this country was now filled up : 
and the savage Henry VIH. was made the instrument of 
causing it all to recoil vfith tremendous force upon their own 
heads by the terrible devastation of all the monasteries. 

When those canons were set forth, which forbade the 
clergy to interfere in judgments of blood, there was still a 
remnant of truth belonging to the Established Church. But 
two centuries had, produced an entire revolution in the minds 
of Englishmen on, this subject : and it is with astonishment 
that we hear, in the reign of Elizabeth, the great luminary of 
the English bar. Sir Edward Coke, teaching that heresy is 
so extremely and fearfully punished , because it is a crime not 
against human, but divine Majesty: that it is nn infectious 
, leprosy of the soul } and must therefore he cut off," &c. (Coke, 
Inst. iii. 5. Lingard, v. 4.) Thus this layman could take 
upon him to read us a lecture in divinity, and on a point of 
doctrine alone intelligible by sound divines. What then is 
the divine law on this subject l Paul will resolve us in a very 
few words : A man that is a heretic after the first and second 
admonition reject . (Tit. iii. 10.), There we have the whole 
law of heresy : and the punishment is simply — rejection. 
And it is for this reason that Ignatius says heretics ' exist 
only in appearance:' having neither fellowship with the 
church} nor with the head of the church. (1 John. i. 3.) 
The crime, as the Learned Judge justly observes, is ( not 
against human , but divine Majesty :' and therefore not 
properly cognizable by the civil power. For whenever the 
civil power has undertaken this business, it has. always made 
the awful mistake of punishing them, whom the Son of God 
bath purchased at the cost of his own life} of whom the 
Lord of hosts saith } he that toucheth you, toucheth the applet 


Digitized by Google 



APPENDIX f t. 


\4o 

of his eye. (ZCch. Ii 8.) Andagafri; shall not God atertge 
his dicn elect, which cry day and night Onto him, though he bettr 
long idiCh them ? I tell you that he will avenge them speCAHi/. 
! (Ltrke xviii. T, 8:) Several examples of the fulfilment df 
this Scripture, I have been an eye-witness of, dven iri my 
shdrt pilgrimage. 

Beftwe Concluding this note I thought it well !o let fhe 
reader benefit, by a view of the contrast, between the dfVIWe, 
dod human laws on a point, which has caused so many rivers 
'of hloOd to flow, every drop of which crieth for vengeance* 
The reader will by this time have seen quite Sufficient df 
fifr. Cobbetfs « onefold / arid I am glad to turn from it, 
having made all the haste I possibly could to get through. 
Had ft indeed been one fold, those fiery statutes cotHd ndt 
have beeta brought into existence j as diir Statute laW has 
Invariably been formed fbr the remedy of kotne existing evil, 
Thftt the evil, real dr supposed, was in this case of -ft Vdry 
alarming extent, the violence Of the remedy demonstrates* 
The tnSn then, that can assert, that the Reformation Was' the 
pause Of all our discord in religion, must take it fdr granted, 
that his countrymen are buried in ignorance. The stridy df 
•Ohurch history, has indeed, ! lament to say, been superseded 
by the vain and shallow pursuits, which a corrupt 
most conceited generation has introduced j a generation* 
Which, unlike any former orie, affects to set at nought 'the 
Wisdom *>f feVery age Which has preceded it : a suTe pi*6df 1 6f 
a decaying World, and of puny and degenerate minds : ‘thfe 
people Of eVery age till this present one, had at leftist so frifich 
gOod Sense left them, ds to "venerate the superior wisdorndf 
their forefathers. 

But that thfe great and popular writer, Cdbbdtt, Writes 
Very miiCh under the influence of passidn, thefe can ‘be ho 
stronger proof, than his vehemence against the Wdalth'df f thfe 
present Church of England $ and his applauding With 'the 
same breath the Rdtaiih Church df England, Whose wealth 
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is §afd to have amonnted to one half of that of the laity. 
Arid if the clergy of that ancient church Were so careful of 
their duty to the poor, as he says, what occasioned that fierce 
and bloody insurrection of the common people of * happy 
England* in 1881 ? What occasioned those remarkable Words 
In a petition presented to Parliament by Wycliffe— - viz., “that 
tithes might be applied to those purpose's only for Which they 
were Ordained by God’s law, and the Pope’s law 3 arid that 
no more taxes should be laid upon the people 3 but that the 
wfeMs of the nation should be supplied from the incomes of 
delinquent clergymen, and the superfluous revenues of the 
church, which were. In reality, the patrimony of the poor Y* 
(Lmgard, v. 4.) Arid again, what occasioned the dissenters 
of that day to declaim against the established dergy, “ as 
the usurpers of the ftatrtth&ny of the poor, and of the revenues 
of the kingdom 5 as thfe real cause of the 'taxes toted by the 
Parliament, and ctittsletpigntly Of the poverty fhlt fcy the lower 
classes'?” And finally, if that ancient cflergy were so earefuS 
Of their duty -go the poor, left tnfe ttsk, What Was It that roused 
the House of Common^ in the year 1411 to address the king 
(Henry IV.) in the following unusual language — “ that from 
the superfluous 'revenues of thfe church he might maintain 
fifteen earls, fifteen hundred knights, six thousand two 
hundred esquires 3 and also support one hundred hospitals for 
the relief of the poof ?” iFrotn the foregoing historical 
records, one would be rather inclined *to Suppose, that the 
Wealth, S^lfishnfess, and neglect of the clergy Of that day. 
Were felt by the poOT to be almost as oppressive as the taxes 
occasioned by the funding system of the present day. 

Lingard, Speaking of the Roman Church of England in 
the time of Richard II., says, it was an old and wealthy 
establishment, and rietessarily corrupt: he is allowing the 
truth of some Of Wycliffe’s charges 3 these are his words : — 
“ as must always happen in Old and Wealthy establish- 
ments.’' Here my learned Roman Catholic friend is diame- 
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trically opposite to« their tow infidel advocate, W. Cottbett p 
and confirms, in the most positive terms, the whole of ther 
doctrine which 1 have advanced in the first note. 

Only one more charge of Mr. €obbett v s I beg to acquaint: , 
my reader with, and then I have done. Cranmers Reform- 
ation produced in this country, says he, “ immorality, vice of 
all sorts, enmity and strife incessant/’ (p* 946.)* I attempt 
not to deny the existence of such crimes f for to the disgrace 
of mankind, and the provocation of divine anger, , they have 
always existed in a greater or less degree. But it is fair to 
oppose to this charge a small specimen of the beauty of that 
church which he extols so highly. That illustrious English- 
man, the first Archbishop of Mentz, wrote to implore one of 
our Saxon kings, that of Mercia, “ to check the debaucheries 
and disorders of his kingdom.” He also wrote to Cuthbert, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, desiring him to restrain the women- 
of England from going in such numbers to Rome : the 
greatest part of them,” says he, u live in lewdness , and scan-, 
dalize the church, as there is scarcely a city in Lombardy and 
France where there are not some English women of flagitious 
life and manners." — (Milner, v. iii. p. 183)* What ! and 
pilgrims too, to act thus ! to bring disgrace abroad upon our 
name and nation ! even pilgrims, who have always been con- 
sidered the purest and sincerest part of that church. And let 
us remember this was above a hundred years before the days 
of Alfred, when the English Roman Catholic Church was in 
its infancy and comparative purity : yes, and even before the 
invasion and plunder of the Danes, at which period Lingard 
dates its decay. 

The theological part of the ' Protestant Reformation' is all 
comprised under these two propositions, viz., I. That the 
Roman Catholic faith still remains what it was when first 
preached in England by Gregory's missionaries. II. That 
forty sorts of Protestant religion have sprung out of the 
Reformation. 
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The extravagance -of the former proposition is fully exposed 
in the first note : and the no less folly and ignorance of the 
latter, I have now likewise made equally manifest. As for 
the other parts or subjects treated of in that book, whether 
true or false, being of a temporal nature, they do not concern 
sine.— -With the prophetic lines of Herbert, I close this note : 

‘ I see the wo/ld grows old, when as the heat 
Of thy great love, once spread, as in an urn 
Doth closet up itself, and still retreat. 

Cold sin still forcing it; till it return. 

And, calling justice, all things burn.* 


NOTES 


ON 

THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. 


To whom coming, as unto a living stone , disallowed indeed of men, but 
chosen of God, and precious , ye also as lively stones, are built up a 
spiritual house , a holy priesthood , to offer up spiritual sacrifices, accepta- 
ble to God by Jesus Christ . Wherefore also it is contained in the 

Scripture ; Behold I lay in Zion a chief comer stone, elect, precious : 
and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded — 1 Pet. ii: 4, 5, 6. 

Christ is the eternal rock. 

On which his church is built ; 

The shepherd of his little flock ; 

The Lamb that took our guilt.— Hart. 

17 Ignatius also called Theophorus to the church, 8tc. 

It is very remarkable, that neither in the inscription, nor in 
this whole epistle is the bishop once even mentioned. Such 
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&n omtfsipD could not possibly have taken place, if the fi^ad 
of the church aphtppt had been supposed to reside pt Home. 
This is, or ought to be, sufficient to ppep the eyes, \yitfy 
respect to Romapjsip, of all those, wfio are pot wilfuRy bUqd. 
It is dear from hence, th at a ' Church built upon Peter 
* Peter's successor/ &c. Ac., are such notion*, a? had not evpp 
been dreamt of, down to the reign of Trajan. As to the 
epistle itself, it is in the very finest style of true Christian 
feeling. I am quite certain that not one soul possessed of 
the spirit of Christ can read it, without being 'lost in 
wonder/ and bowed dowq with adoration at thp riches of that 
love and mercy, which has so powerful an effect in raising 
the soul from time things, ' and makiug it sit together with 
Christ in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.* (£ph. ii. 6.) 
But as every vestige of truth hpq for many ages been banished 
from this once celebrated church j and as God has given them 
over to a reprobate mind , to do those things, which are not 
convenient $ being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, 
wickedness, covetousness , maliciousness, be. be. (Rom. i. 28 .) 
And as they strive with unconquerable zeal to make others 
partakers with them in these abominations I must not here 
omit to combat those errors, which through the insidious wiles 
of Satan, are once more fast creeping over this land. 

The church of Rome, (the Romanists tell us) is built 
upq# Peter : if so, it mpst perish beyppd $11 qu^pp ; for 
every church that has no better foundation than a frail mor- 
tal man, must, when the storm oometh, drop into hell. 

The true church is built upon God ; for Christ is God : 
and for that reason Isaiah calls him 4 a sure foundation / 
(xxviii. 16 .) Yet even Christ himself, considered as to his 
manhood, is pply p stque of the building > for he is one of 
the elect 5 as it is written : I have exalted one chosen out of 
the people. (Pa. lx**i*. 19 ) 4 pd pgpip ip I*qfob (xffi.) 
Behold WV servant, whom f uphold; kmw, W mhfW 
ml delighwh; f hope put my 'W> n i hg bring 
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forth judgment to the Gentiles . In these passages the sacred 
writers have particular reference to his manhood ; for such 
an expression as chosen, or ?lbct, co U m not be uttered in 
regard to his Godhead. Peter is very clear upon this point 
in the scripture above-quoted : To whom coming as unto a 
living stone. Peter, who knew him well, would not so call 
him, if he did not in this place particularly design to point 
out his manhood. Observe, he says : to whom coming : And 
we well know that our Maker is unapproachable but by man : 
for which cause Paul abo says : we' have not a high priest 
which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities. 
(Heb. iv. 15.) And again: For there is one God , and 
one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus. 
(1 Thn. ii. 5.) But Peter, desirous of being still more dear, 
adds •, r chosen of God / and then he cites from Isaiah : be- 
hold I lay in Zion a chief comer stone, elect, precious: and 
he that believeth on him shall not be confounded . 

But by reason of being united into one individual person 
with God, he is, as the prophet and the apostle declare* the 
chief corner stone. And it is by virtue of this mysterious 
and inseparable union alone, that he can with truth he called 
‘ a sure foundation.’ Because it is impossible to be budt 
upon Christ, without being built at the same time upon Goad. 
This then being 60 , what blindness and death does it evince 
to talk of the church’s being built upon any mere man ! and 
to call any mere man a rock, which term is applicable to 
none but Jehovah. He shall cry unto me Thou art my Father, 
my God, and the rock of my salvation. (Ps. Ixxxix. 2&) 
Sure I am, that had any one been so presumptuous as to call 
Peter a rock in his own times, he would have been as much 
vexed with grief as Paul and Barnabas were, when at Lystra 
the priest of Jupiter would have done sacrifice with the 
people unto them. Which when the apostles Barnabas and 
Paul heard of, they rent their clothes, and ran in among the 
people, crying out and saying, Sirs, why do ye these' things ? we 
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also are men of Wee possums with you , and preach unto you, 
that ye should turn from these vanities unto the living . God . 
(Acts xiv. 13, 14, 15.) Origen, a laborious Alexandrian 
writer of the third century, and the father of absurdity, was 
the first, as far as I have read, that conceived the wretched 
idea of the Church's being built upon Peter. Yet even he 
seems to have known better than to suppose that Peter's 
authority rested with the bishop of Rome. That bishop had 
not arrived at such a pitch of arrogance and impious pre- 
sumption as to set himself over his betters, at least till after 
the days of Ambrose and Augustin, the latter of whom died 
early in the fifth century. Though he might have made some 
attempts, much earlier, to establish his authority, by reason 
of the influence, which his residence in the metropolis of the 
empire naturally afforded him $ yet these attempts had not 
met with success. Victor, who was bishop at Rome towards 
the close of the second century, seems to have been the first 
who gave any serious manifestations of this thirst for domi- 
nion. For he had the presumption to excommunicate the 
churches of Asia, because they would not, to please his 
whim, alter their long-established mode of celebrating Easter. 
But mark the calm and cool contempt with which Polycrates, 
bishop of Ephesus and Primate of Asia, replied to the 
irritated Roman. “ 1 therefore, brethren, who am sixty- 
five years old in the Lord, and have been conversant with the 
brethren disperst over the world, and have read the whole 
scripture through, am not at all terrified at what I am 
threatened with ; for those, who were greater than I, have 
said : ( we ought to obey God rather than men/ " (Euseb. 
lib. v, ch. 84.) Victor likewise upon this occasion met with 
sharp reproof from many of the western bishops. 

About fifty years after this a second attempt at dominion 
was made by the then reigning bishop, named Stephen, who, 
as Valesius says, ‘ was much displeased that heretics should 
be re-baptized without the knowledge of the Church of Rome 
and in consequence, he sent very sharp letters to the well 
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known and truly excellent Thoscius Cyprian, bishop of Car** 
thage. The Africans, however, as well as many of the 
eastern churches, utterly regardless of Stephen's threats, acted 
according to their own views upon this subject. 

Having turned aside just to shew that the Roman bishop 
Could gain no dominion over the outward church, as long as 
any truth remained in it, 1 now return to the point which I 
was upon, viz., the foundation of the church* Irenaeus, a 
servant of Christ in the latter part of the second century, 
speaks a much more scriptural language than Origen, when 
he says, that ‘ Peter and Paul having founded the church in 
Rome, gave the office of bishop to Linus.' This language 
is consistent with Paul's. (1 Cor. iii. 10.) According to the 
grace of Qod, which is given unto me , as a wise master builder, 
I have laid the . foundation, and another buildeth thereon. 
But let every man take heed , how he buildeth thereupon . For 
other foundation CAN no man lay, than that is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ. According to Irenaeus then, Peter 
was a wise master builder, which he certainly was as well as 
Paul, and that is all that can be said of him with truth. But 
that error on this point may be completely banished, we have, 
in the above passage from Paul, a distinct and positive declar 
ration of what the foundation is and that no man can lay 
any other. 

A most blind and ignorant perversion, to be sure, it is of 
the words of the Redeemer, to suppose for a moment that by 
this rock, he meant his Apostle Peter, when he said : upon 
this rock I will build my church . In order to discuss this 
point clearly, I shall first quote the whole passage : When 
Jesus came into the coast of Cesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples saying, whom do men say that l the son of man am ? 
And they said, some say, that thou art John the Baptist ; some 
Elias j and others Jeremias, or one of the prophets . He saith 
unto them , but whom say ye that I am? And Simon Peter 
antwered and said, thou art the Christ (anointed) the Son of the 
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iking God. And Jetus answered and said unto him , blessed art 
thou, Simon Bar-jona ; for flesh and blood hath not revealed it 
unto thee , but my father, which is in heaven. And Isay also 
unto thee, that thou art Peter (a stone) and upon this rock, I 
kill build my church ; and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it. And 1 will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven : and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth , shall 
be bound in hearten : apd whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth, 
shall be loosed in heaven. Then charged he his disciples that 
they should tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ. (Anointed.) 
(Malt, xvi. 13, &c.) 

Simon here in opposition to those, who confessed Jesus to 
be m'eitty one of the prophets, makes a most noble confession 
of hit Godhead : thou art the anointed, the son of the living 
God : if then the Son of God, he must be equally perfect 
Gdd with the Father : this bommbn sense evidences : for 
tihe son of man is as perfefet man as his father : eo through- 
out all nature : the tree 3 and plants of this nge* or thfe 
season, are as perfect as the former ones, from which they 
sprung ; no inferiority was ever dreamt of in these things'. 
How can there then be any inferiority, as the impious Ariaus 
will have it, of the SOn of God, to the Father ? They 
xnust be co-equal in every attribute. With man a mere 
creature, the father begins in time, so does the son $ where 
then is hts inferiority ? Is he not in every respect as much 
a man as his Father, or any of his Forefathers ? Who dares 
dfchy it ) With God the Creator, the Father is from eternity $ 
so then must the Son also of necessity be ffoih eternity 5 
otherwise he Oould not be the Son of Gbd. But lays the 
awftfl Arian heretic, who can comprehend an eternal son? 
Ah 1 What ! does the carnal minded child of darkness talk of 
comprehension ? Let him first learn to comprehend fcn 
eternal Father 5 then m warrant him, he will aoon learn to 
comprehend hn eternal Son. Oh ! the desperate ignorance 
and impiety of a fallen finite creature ! to talk of compre- 
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bending its infinite Creator!!! ' Alas ! .sir,* says Mr. 
M'Culla in writing to that religious mountebank Rowland 
Hill, * Alas ! sir, that which is finite, cannot comprehend that 
which is infinite.' 

To make it clear that Simon's confession in this place, was 
more particularly of his Godhead j observe, that when Jesus 
puts the question to his disciples in the thirteenth verse of 
this chapter, he calls himself the son of man * And it is 
evident from the twentieth verse, that he had not yet spoken 
of himself to his disciples, as being more than the son of 
man $ but when he brought forth the confession of his being 
also the anointed, the Son of the living God ,- and acknow- 
ledged himself so to be; then he laid this charge on them ; 
that they should tell no man, that he teas Jesus the anointed . 
Which charge was given that this scripture might be fulfilled : 

* He shall not cry, nor tift up, nor cause Me voice to be heard in 
ike street . (Itea. xMi> 2 >) Nor indeed do we in any place read 
of him preaching in any street, like the hardened, indecent 
women $ whom we have of late years beheld in our streets, 
who are a disgrace to their sex 5 he always sought more 
suitable and retired places for that work* But I must keep 
closely to the point* 

The next verse however is sufficient to destroy every 
doubt, except where God hath given up to hardness of heart, 
that Simon here confessed to his Godhead : Jesus answered, 
and said Unto him, blessed art thou Simon Bar-jonaz for 
Flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Fatbbr, 
which is in heaven . I say, had he not confessed to his God- 
head, there was no need of any revelation from the Father ; 
for flesh and blood were amply sufficient to have revealed 
to Simon his manhood 5 that was most plain, self-evident 
and intelligible even to the most carnal of the Jewish race, 
Who said : for a good work we stone thee not, but for bias - 
phemy ; and because that thou being a man, makest thyself 
God. (John x. 33.) But the hidden mystery whic&.nonc 


Digitized by 


Google 



156 


APPENDIX 1. 


ever could gain any profitable knowledge of without divine 
revelation, was the invisible mystery of his Godhead. 

That outward belief, which Christians in general profess to 
have of the Divinity of Jesus, without the Esther's Revelar 
tion, has no boot whatever. When the ram, and the floods, 
and the winds come, down it must go. (Mat. vii. 27.) The 
seed of real inward faith is sown in great trial and exercise 
of mind. It is painful work to have the fallow ground of 
the heart broken up, (Jer. iv. 3. and Hos. x. 12,) in order' to 
prepare and make it good, (Mat. xiii. 8 and 23.) Truefaith 
h sown in trial ; it takes root downward in trial ; it grows 
up in trial ; and in trial its fruit is brought forth. When 
Elijah brought forth those glorious fruits of faith, ardent love 
to his Redeemer the God of Israel, in slaying the prophets 
of Baal, and afterwards fleeing for his life, how heavy, how 
exceedingly severe must have been the trial that his soul 
underwent! But this is the faith in Jesus God over all, 
which is revealed not by flesh and blood ; but by the Father 
which is in heaven, and which no tempest will ever be 
able to eradicate : for he is like a refiner's fire, and like fuller's 
sope ; and he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver ; and he 
shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, 
that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness . 
(Mai. iii. 2, 3.) And by this revelation Simon was blbsSbd ; 
that is, restored to that fellowship with his maker, which by 
his head and representative Adam he had lost in Eden. 
Whereas all without such revelation, redeive no blessing ; but 
still remain under the curse of God, for transgressing his 
most holy law. 

And now follows) I say .also unto thee , that thou art a 
stone, and upon this rock I will build my church. The word 
PETROS never signifies a rock ; but a stone ; though the dark 
Romanists, contrary to all usuage, interpret it, a rock* I 
doubt whether the most learned Grecian can produce one 
authority for petros having been used in the sense of a reck. 


Digitized by Google 



APPENDIX I. 


151 


Certain I am, that it is no rock in this place. Thou art a 
stone of the church ; and upon this rock, that is, upon the 
rock of my Godhead, of which thou has made so frank and 
noble a confession, I will build my church. Christ well 
knew, that, in regard only to his manhood, he himself was 
no rock; much less could poor Peter be one. Christ him- 
self, well knew, that his created or human heart must be 
broken , and die upon an ignominious cross. It is the nature 
of a rock to be immoveable : and therefore it is said of 
Jkhovah, he is the Rock, his work is perfect. (Deut. xxxii. 4.) 
Rut as for poor Peter, he was shaken to pieces, as we read, 
only five verses below. But he turned, and said unto Peter, 
get thee behind me Satan, thou art an offence unto me : for thou 
ssmourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of 
men. And he was shaken over and over again, many times 
before he arrived at his haven of eternal rest ; for his Re- 
deemer told him : Satan hath desired to have you, that he may 
sift you as wheat . (Luke xxii. 31.) Yet his € faith should 
not fail.* Parkhurst’s observations on the word petros are 
very ridiculous ; he tells us it is used ' for the large stones, 
or rocks thrown up by Mount MtnsL ;* and also for ' the 
huge stone or rock which Sisyphus was condemned to roll 
up hill.* But neither of these are immovable rocks. Alas ! 
alas ! what blindness ! Well convinced I am, that if the 
rock upon which the church is built, could be moved either 
by Sisyphus or Mount iEtna, it must eternally perish. What 
are these shocks ? or all the shocks, which the devil could 
create ? No more than * as the drop of a bucket/ compared 
to those heavy and tremendous shocks, which our glorious 
rock had to sustain, before Divine Justice could receive full 
satisfaction : 


When our intolerable load 
Upon his soul was laid, 

And the vindictive wrath of God 
Flam’d furious oil his head.— Hart. 
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It pleased the Lord to bruise him? he hath put him to griff* 
(Isa. liii. 10.) Bui Pfcrkhumt also says that 9 our Lord jw» 
baMy used the same term in both parte of the sentence V 
thus while be gives the trae meaning of each word, at the 
same time he insinuates that they are synonymous, and so 
makes a serious charge against either Matthew, er whoever 
he was that translated Matthew’s Gospel into Omsk. But let 
such men say what they please ; we a re weU assured that 
Christ spake a language, which neither Peter, nor Matthew, 
nor any other of his apostles misunderstood. However, to 
crown all, he says, 94 the masculine noun, PKTnof , seems to 
have been chosen as more proper for the name of a man, 
than the feminine noun fctea.” Paul (1 Cor. x. 4) has a 
sufficient and decided answer to this : and that rock (petm) 
teas Christ. Therefore, although the teemed lexicographer 
would have the apostle Peter to be ef the mascattne gender, 
he has, by such puerile reasoning, awfully made Ins Divine 
Lord and Master, to be of the feminine. Alas ! what dan* 
gere men run into, when attempting to reveal to others* what 
has never been revealed to themselves. Well said the Lord 
Christ; whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken. 
(Mat. xxi. 44.) Thus then the foundation of the Lomu’s 
church being so sure, he adds : the gates of Hell shall not 
prevail against it. Now to talk of the gates of Hell not 
prevailing against the church of Rome is absurd m the 
extreme. For she is herself the very widest of those gateo* 
which has written upon it ; 9 the road to destruction,' a 
thousand times over, in laige and most legible characters $ 
so that no disciple of the Divine Redeemer can by mistake 
get into that broad and beaten road. 

The following verse being no less perverted than the 
former, I must give a brief explication of that also. And I 
will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom qf Heaven : here 
in the first place by the 9 kingdom of Heaven/ in the gospels 
is to be understood, the ‘ church militant and not the king- 
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dom of glory and* eternal rest above. And most certain it is, 
that unto Peter were committed the keys of this kingdom. 
Bat what are the keys? why the word of God: and thin 
word is preached unto sinners of Adam's corrupt race by the 
gospel. (I Petr 1. 25.) The preacher turns the key of the 
word, and so opens 'Christ, the door, and the children of 
Zfam enter into their city, the kingdom of Heaven, the 
chtttck militant, having put on their strength, the Lord of 
hosts, the eternal rock; and their beautiful garments, the 
Xedeemer’s divine righteousness ; the holy city into which 
no unoircu incised, nor unclean thing can gain admittance. 
(Isa. lii. I .) And from thence they pass into glory, needing 
no other key $ for this passage lies open : upon them the 
second death hath no power . (ReV. xx. 6.) Aa it is written :> 
whosoever Kveth and believeth in me, shall never die . (John 
xi, 96.) And by the same turning of die key the preacher 
dlsd shuts the door to the ‘despisdrs :’ in the same manner 
that the pillar of the cloud between the camp of the Egyp- 
tians, and the camp of Israel, wm a cloud and darkness to the 
firmer, but gave light by night to the latter. (Exod xiv. 20.} 
For ths preaching of the cross is to them that perish, foolishness ; 
hut unto us which are saved, it is the power of God. ( l Cor , 
L 18.) And by this preaching * the called' are first bound 
under the kw, which kills them : and when that has per- 
formed its office, they are loosed, having received a second 
birth, and become Christ's freemen white the ‘ despise rs’ 
are by the same word bound in chains of darkness here, and 
reserved for still severer woe as it is written : how shall we 
escape, if we neglect so great salvation ? ( Heb. ii. 3.) And 
this binding and loosing is likewise done in heaven ; for 
Christ, who sits at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
dwells also in the heart of the preacher by his Spirit, and 
performs the whole work, for this is spiritual work : there is 
nothing carnal in it. As the Redeemer said on another 
occasion, so true it is here, the words that Ispedk unto you, they 
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are spirit , and they are lifb. But the confining of these key* 
to Peter is delusion indeed : and nothing proves more, that 
such are fast bound by them in ' gross darkness*' Did not 
the other apostles have these keys ? Oh ! yes, they did 
indeed. And in the twentieth chapter of John, we find the 
Redeemer addressing the other disciples in words of the very 
same import, as those, which are in the sixteenth of Matthew, 
addressed to Peter: saying, whosesoever sins ye remit, they 
are remitted unto them ; and whosesoever sins ye retain , they 
are retained . (v. 23.) He that possesseth the power of 

remitting and retaining sins, possesseth in truth, th t keys of 
the kingdom of Heaven; the same, that the apostle Peter 
possessed. For when any man receives remission of his sins, 
he that moment enters ' the kingdom of Heaven,’ passing 
from death to life : which remission is not received by any 
external word, or external power ; but by the 4 word of faith* 
entering into the soul, and enabling the sinner to lay hold of 
the new covenant 5 even God in Christ. And herein hfe 
experiences and enjoys the fulfilment of Paul's wortls: The 
word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart : that is, 
the word of faith, which we preach . (Rom. x. S.) The other 
apostles then, it is most evident, were upon an equality with 
Peter in this respect. Yes : and not only the apostles ; but 
every minister of the word of truth, from that day to this; 
for without the keys he could be no minister at all ; except 
a minuter of darkness. What then ! are we to believe that 
all the ministers of England, from the noble successor of the 
miracle-working Austin, down to the ignoble successor of 
the truth-denying Wesley, ate possessed of ‘ the keys of the 
kingdom of Heaven ? ’ Oh 1 no ; it is not so, neither : all 
these many thousands are not ministers. There is such a 
thing as having a name to live and being dead. (Rev. iii. 1 ) 
And immense numbers of them, should they read, will find 
themselves bound, by what I now write : happy will it be for 
those, who shall be loosed thereby. 
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The power of Peter tides all power excel ; ' 

Ho opens heaven ; he shuts the doors of hell ; 

The keys are h.s, in what a case were they* . , 

Should Peter’s successors mistake the key? 

Fra. Quarles. 


18 Godly , well adorned , See. 

Those nine epithets in this inscription, beginning at 4 godly, 
and ending at € named after the Father ,' are all omitted by 
Simeon Metaphrastes of Constantinople, who was an editor 
of Ignatius in the tenth century. Which makes it doubtful, 
whether they are not an interpolation. The epithets here are 
certainly in much greater abundance than usual. However, 
as there is nothing, but what might with truth be said of 
any church, whose doctrine is uncorrupted, I choose rather 
to let the whole stand according to the Medicean text, than 
to make an amendment pn such slight and suspicious autho- 
rity as that of Metaphrastes, the Greek church being no less- 
corrupt than the Latin. 

19 And may leave nothing of my body, &c. 

This admirable passage shews very clearly the mind of 
Ignatius with regard to relics, which became such pernicious 
instruments in the hands of Antichrist and his followers in 
after ages. But they having chosen their own ways, God 
hath fulfilled his word upon them : yea , they have chosen 
their own ways, and their soul delighteth in their abomin- 
ations. I aho will choose their delusions, and will bring 
their fears upon them ^ because when I called , none did answer ; 
when I spake, they did not hear : but they did evil before mine 
eyes, and chose that in which I delighted not. (Isa. lxvi. 3,4.) 
And the following passage from a great and most excellent 
preacher at Rome in the third century, fully proves that 
that other abomination, saint adoration, and mediation by 
saints, was then held in just abhorrence. He is writing 
against the wretched Socinians of his day : “ If Christ is 
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only a man, why is man called upon in prayer as mediator, 
when the invocation of man is judged inifpbctual towards 
procuring salvation V* 

When walking Peter waa about to sink 
In the sea, in what a case d'ye think, 

He'd been, if he had trusted his complaint 
To the* intercession of some helpful saint? 

Believe it, if Rome's doctrine had been found. 

And soundly follow'd, Peter had been drown'd. 

F. Quarles. 

Oh, Quarles, thou most worthy and right sound divine, l do 
love thee so, that I fear I shall tire my reader with thy quota~ 
tions. Again thy saered lines will force themselves upon roe r 

Note this withal, that beggars move their plaints 
At all times, ore tenus / not, by saints.-*- F. Quarles. 

The Roman false doctrine of relics I have shewn to be 
wholly condemned by the Scriptures, in treating of Gregory 
the Great, in the first of these notea. 
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NOTES 


ON 

THE EPISTLE TO THE PHILADELPHIANS, . 


But Christ being come , a high priest of good things to corns, bp » greater 
and more perfect t f hwmb o nrt muk nHh *ot 

if tl^s building; nejdkrrby the hhod qf 

own blood , he entered in once into the hply place, hating obtained 
eternal redemption for us . — IJeb* ix. 1 1,12. 

A faithful friend of grief partakes ; 

But union can be none 

Betwixt a heart like melting w ax, 

Aad hearts as bard as rtei^; 

Betwixt a. h$ad diffusing blood. 

And members sound and whole ; 

Betwixt an agonizing God 
And an unfeeling eeul«— H a«T. 

* Thk mm doth not assent mto tkemfMng. 

It eannol have escaped the notice of thertader^ how awoh 
the Suffering or PtssuoN of Chrmt » insisted on throughout 
these epistles 5 and in this chapter we are told positively, that 
* iff any man wajkttb in a strange opinion,' that is, teacheth 
any kind of IWse doctrine, f this man doth sot assent onto 
the suffering.* Qu*wa»dlym tongne he may assent unto & : 
but the man that cordially , and from, a true sympathy there* 
wish, assents «»to4t, must be sound in doctrine, sound io the 
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faith : for such a man, and none but such, is ‘ born of God/ 
(John i. 13.) All the rest, whatever they may profess, are 
teachers of false doctrine, and walk in a strange opinion : 
which brings to my mind that) ^efhng language where Mr. 
M'Culla, commenting on Isaiah (lxv. 10), says, ‘ for here they 
can lie down and sweetly rest in the sufferings of their 
glorious Lord/ (Spiritual War, v. ii., p. 210) : which same 
feeling made Paul thus express himself to the Philippians : 
That I may know him , and the power of his resurrection, and 
the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto 
his death ; if by any means 1 might attain unto the resurrection 
of the dead . 

' * ■ y. . \ '■ a 

31 I exhort you to do nothing ih contention, Stc.^ ' 

The Ebionifes, a species of ancieht Sodnian, are in this 
and the following chapters pointedly aimed at. It seems that 
they were as much occupied in strife and contention about 
words, as their hardened posterity of the present day. The 
ninth chapter concludes, * if ye believe in love / that is, with- 
out continual cavilling at the sacred, text > which is all that 
these foolish people areffctned for :* that text being to them a 
4 hidden mystery/ a 4 sealed book/ A striking proof, that it 
is in their very nature to be never satisfied, recently occurred. 
There is not room enough in the whole world besides, for 
them to make their awful protests; but they must do it in the 
church, while the marriage ceremony is performing. They 
wish the law of marriage, to be altered (having a bill now in 
Parliament for that purpose) ; but that js one of their smallest 
wishes j they Wish the bibta itself; to be altered. And when 
they shall i have 'all , their wishes granted to the utmost,, will 
they rest then? No, no 5. rest indeed ! they will. be more 
restless than ever 5 for then they will; bite their fingers for 
vexation, and * gnaw their tongues for pain/ ' I remember 
once speaking* of reading Lardner with an old infidel ; when 
he said that if I read him, he would make me a Sociniau. 
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Alas ! he did not know that a bar had been placed by the 
Eternal Jehovah between me and Socinianism, and every 
other species of infidelity : if they drink any deadly thing , it 
shall not hurt them (Markxvi. 18), saith my gracious Almighty 
Redeemer. And 1 must confess that I never heard one of 
their arguments for infidelity, without being by it more con- 
vinced of, and more confirmed in, the truth of the scriptures. 

As for Socinianism and Arianism, they are such heresies, as 
no Christian can be in the least danger of falling into: for 
the very first work of the Spirit of Truth, as expressed in 
John xv i. 8, 9 5 fully certifies a sinner, that no Saviour, who 
is less than Almighty, can be of any service to him : fully 
certifies him, that none but Jehovah can make a sufficient 
atonement $ he therefore rejects with scorn and contempt 
that false Christ, which the Arian and Socinian preach, and 
presumptuously set up in opposition to the true Redeemer. 
Mr. M'Culla, when speaking of these enemies, always used 
to quote that passage 6f Peter : these beasts ' are made to be 
taken, and destroyed. (2 Pet. ii. 12.) But if there is no 
danger of falling into such errors, why do you trouble your- 
self to write against them ? I may be asked. For this very 
good reason, because the prophet's command is : thou shall 
speak my words unto them, whether they will hear , or whether 
they will forbear. (Ezek. ii. 7 ) 
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NOTES 


ON 

THE EPISTLE TO POLYCARP. 


But let Aim tuk in fait A, nothing wavering. Pvt he ikdt w aiter el A it HAS 
-tt State of the ted driven c Hth the wind and totted* For let not tkdtim* 
think tkdtke M reeHot any Sktmg oftke Lords— I hm** k 6, 7. 

The ftkb ot a Christian iadaad 
Is more than mere notion or whim ; 

United to Jesus, his head. 

He draws life and rlrtue from him. — H art. 

& Approving of thy mind in God established as upon dn 
immoveable rock . 

tTpon tlie subject of the rock, so amply discussed fn dbm- 
menting on the Epistle to the Homans, Ignatius herd hits & 
passage to the very point. Polycarp*s mind, he knew from 
his intimacy with him, was established on God ; and mark 5 — 
* as upon an immoveable rock.' Of which Polycarp gave, no 
doubt, many sure proofs, during the course of his long 
ministry $ but more signally when he came to the great and 
last trial of his glorious martyrdom, as it is beautifully set 
forth in the circular epistle of the Smymaean church. Thus, 
in him the words of the Redeemer were fulfilled : whosoever 
heareth these sayings of mine and doeth them, I will liken him 
unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock .- and the 
rain descended , and the foods came, and the winds blew, and 


Digitized by Google 



APPENDIX I. 


161 


beat upon that house ; and it pell not : for it teas founded 
upon a rook. Oh ! yes, a rock, in very truth ! well indeed, 
might the prophet call it r a sure foundation / adding, he 
that believeth shall not make haste ; that is, shall not be thrown 
into confusion by any storm, knowing his foundation to be 
stronger than all tempests : for our rock holds them all in 
the hollow of his hand. And then the prophet adds : judg- 
ment also will I lay to the line , and righteousness to the plum- 
met: and THE HAIL SHALL SWRRP AWAY THE REFUGE OP LIES, 
AND THE WATERS SHALL OVERFLOW THE HIDING-PLACE. The 

refuge of lies, viz. error of every kind : that is, thirty-nine 
out of the ‘ forty sorts of Protestants/ which our enemies 
tell usj we are split into : thirty-nine must vanish away 
before the hail. For the true church is but one : the only 
one of her mother , the choice one of her that bare her i. 

A rock, I say in very truth ! Well might the apostle, 
after a grievous falling away of heretics, take this consola- 
tion to himself : Nevertheless the foundation of God stand - 
eth svre ; having this seal ; the Lord knoweth them that are 
his ; and let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart 
from iniquity . (2 Tim. ii. 19.) And so Paul’s earnestness 
ever was for the proving and establishing of this truth ; as 
he writes to the Corinthians : that your faith should r^ot 
stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God. (1 Cor. 
ii. 5.) To which agrees the no less zealous, but, by the 
Romanists, much abused Peter, who says to the strangers 
that they were not redeemed with corruptible things, as stiver 
and gold , from their vain conversation, received by tradi- 
tion from their fathers ; but with the precious blood of 
Christ, &c. $ and sums up the whole passage with these 
admirable words : that your faith and hope might be in God. 
(1 Pet. i. 21.) 

23 Nor do thou any thing without God. 

The power of that religion, which ruled in the heart of 
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Ignatius, shines forth with a brilliant lustre in this epistle to 
Polycarp : and in these words the energy thereof is doubly 
perceptible : ‘ N or do thou any thing without God/ Here 
there was no theory, but true practice, according to the 
Redeemer’s instructions : Verily , verily, I say unto you , what- 
soever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he wiU give it you . 
(John xvi. 03.) And according also to his beloved apostle 
John, whose disciples both these bishops are said to have 
been : — And this is the confidence that we have in him , that, if 
toe ask any thing according to ms will, he heareth us t 
and if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know 
that we have the petitions, that we desired of him . (1 John v. 
14, 15.) And all the religion that comes short of this, is not 
Worth even the name of Religion. For where there is no 
key to truth, the truth must be locked up. Ignatius 
spoke to Polycarp, as to one truly possessed of ‘ the keys of 
the kingdom Of heaven/ 
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NOTES 


ON 

THE EPISTLE TO THE SMYRNjEANS, 


For as often as ye cat this bread , and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's 
death till he come*— 1 Cor. xi. 26. 

His precious blood was shed. 

His body bruis'd for sin : 

Remember this in eating bread, 

Aud that in drinking wine.— Hart. 

24 They abstain from thanksgiving , fyc. 

This passage I find to have been quoted in the fourteenth 
century, by the writers against Wickliff. And doubtless the 
Romanists of the present day will quote it again, as they do. 
also the scriptures themselves, to their own destruction But 
in the name of Ignatius I answer them, in the words of 
Christ to the Jews, whose view of this subject was as blind 
and as carnal, as that of their successors in inquity, the 
upholders of the bishop of Rome: — It is the spirit, that, 
quickeneth; the flesh projiteth nothing : the words that I speak 
unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. (John vi. 63.) 
Jgpatius was writing against the Docetae, who asserted that 
Christ had no real body $ and therefore could not believe, 
that the Eucharist represented a real body, which is all that 
Ignatius insists upon. For had those forward writers above 
alluded to, but turned over to the eighth chapter of 
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the Epistle to (he Trallians, they might have seen, if not 
made blind, what the body and blood of Christ really are to 
Christians. Ignatius there writes, * build yourselves anew 
in faith, which is the flesh of the Lord ; and in love, which 
is the blood of Jesus Christ.' 

But as it is of great importance to have clear views of this 
doctrine, I shall dwell upon it a little longer. The Roman 
Catholic writer, Mr. C. Butler, chooses to be exceedingly 
chafed at a statement in the ‘ Book of the Church/ which 
asserts that the popes long hesitated to give their sanction to 
the doctrine of transubstaniiation . * Nevertheless/ adds 

Southey, * it prevailed, and was Anally declared, by Innocent 
III. at the fourth Lateran Council, to be a tenet necessary to 
salvation.' (Vol. I. ch. x. p. 316.) Which doctrine in plain 
English is this : that the partakers of the Lord’s Supper eat 
and drink in a carnal manner the real body and the real 
blood of Jesus Christ. Than which, nothing can be con* 
ceived more horrible 5 nor more savage. We have read of 
cannibals devouring their enemies taken in war ; but I do not 
remember having ever read of any savages, that devoured 
their friends. Now Christ is represented to us in the 
setiptures as far dearer than any common friend, whose 
love even * passe th knowledge but God commendeth his love 
towards us f in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for vs . 
(Rom. v. 8.) To devour the blood of any human creature is 
even contrary to natural affection ; much more is it contrary 
to the whole book of God, which saith : whosoever eateth it 
{even the blood of any manner of beast) shall be cut off. (Lev. 
xvii. 14.) When God gave to Noah every moving thing that 
liveth for meat, (Gen. ix. 3.) he added : But flesh with the 
life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat. 
And when the Law was given, the priests were commanded 
to pour out all the blood of their burnt-offerings at the bottom 
of the altar . (Levit. passim.) 

And whatsoever man there be of the House of Israel or of 
i 
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the stranger that sojoumetk among you, that eateth any manner 
4 >f blood , I will even set my face against that soul that eateth 
blood, and will cut him off from among his people . For the 
life of the flesh is in the blood ; and I have given it to you upon 
the altar , to make an atonement for your souls : for it is the 

BLOOD THAT MAKETH AN ATONEMENT FOR THE SOUL. There- 
fore I said unto the children of Israel , no soul or you shall 
eat blood, neither shall any stranger that sojoumeth among 
you eat blood. And whatsoever man there be of the children of 
Israel or of the strangers that sojoumeth among you , which 
hunteth and catcheth any beast or fowl that may be eaten , he 
shall even pour out the blood thereof and cover it with dust : 
for it is the life of all flesh ; the blood of it is for the life 
thereof: therefore I said unto the children of Israel , ye shall 
eat the blood of no manner of flesh : for the life of all flesh 
is the blood thereof ; whosoever eateth it shaU be cut off. 
{Lev. xvii. 10, 11, 19, IS, 14.) We are here also told the 
reason why the prohibition of blood is so emphatically im- 
pressed upon the attention of God’s chosen people : for it is 
.the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul. It was 
typical of that most sacred blood, which our Creator took 
into union with him, that he might purchase our redemption 
from our curse, thereby. (Gen. iii. 17, &c.) The very 
thought of the shedding of which makes our breasts to heavo* 
with sorrow and grief. How then could we savagely pour it 
down our throats ? Oh ! alas ! alas ! how different from this 
were the feelings of poor David, who when he was even 
ready to perish with thirst, would not drink of the water of 
the well of Bethlehem, but poured it out to the Lord, saying. 
My God forbid it me, that I should do this thing : shall I drink 
the blood of these men that have put their lives in jeopardy? 
for with the jeopardy of their lives they brought it • therefore 
he would not drink it. (i. Chron. xi. 19.) And so far from 
any alteration in this respect having taken place under the 
gospel dispensation, we have in the 3acred records a letter 
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from the apostles, and elders, and brethren, enjoining the 
same practice on the gentiles who embraced Christianity: 
that ye abstain from meats offered to idols , and from blood, 
and from things strangled. (Acts xv. 29.) And this, 
abstaining from blood and from things strangled was enjoined 
entirely out of reverence for that sacred blood whjph pur- 
chased the salvation of their souls. And when the martyrs 
of Vienne and Lyons, who suffered under the unfeeling Stoic 
Emperor Marcus Aurelius, were charged by their cruel and 
malignant persecutors with devouring infants, one of tljem, 
in a burst of holy indignation, exclaimed , e< how is it possible 
for us to devour infants, who are prohibited from eating even 
the blood of beasts ?” (Ruinart, p. 65.) Surely, then, the 
inhuman notion of the Romanists can have no place in the 
breast, that has been taught to sympathise with the sorrows 
of the most gracious Redhbmeb. 

But in truth I firmly believe that were the elements of the 
Eucharist really what the Romanists assert them to be, they 
would, instead of putting them to their mouths, put them far 
from them. I will do them the honor and the justice to say, 
that I do not believe them so utterly destitute of the common 
feelings of humanity, as to suppose that they would actually 
eat the flesh and drink the blood of their dearest friend. In 
the acts of the martyrdom of Ignatius we have the following 
words : — ' in order to be led away to Home for food for 
blood-devouring beasts :* this remarkable epithet seems to 
me to denote, that the writers of that account conceived it to 
be impossible, that any thing in the shape of man could ever 
be guilty of such enormity. Dr. Lingard, in his work on the 
Anglo-Saxon church, informs us, that inlaying the foundation 
stone of a new church, the Anglo-Saxons, in case they could 
not procure from the continent approved relics, deposited, 
instead, a portion of the consecrated bread. He also insists 
upon it, that transul&tantiation was the doctrine of that church- 
I ask him then, as a man of sense ‘ in his generation/ was 
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that an honorable mode of treatment for the Redeemer’s 
Sacred body ? I, for my part, much prefer Joseph of Arima- 
thea’s conduct, when he had that incorruptible body in his 
possession. But these most iniquitous, most superstitious 
children of darkness, not only craunch it with their teeth, but 
treat it, as we now treat pieces of coin, by depositing it 
beneath the foundation of a ponderous building. I ask him 
again, would he wish the remains of any one of his relations 
to be so dealt with ? I believe not : I hope not. What, then, 
are all natural relations ? all ties of consanguinity, compared 
with the inseparable union, the unfailing sympathy, of the 
head and body of the church ? For him it would be our 
delight to forsake, when needful, every earthly tie : for we are 
members of his body , of his flesh , and of his bones . (Eph. v. SO.) 
Thy Maker is thine husband . (Isa. liv. 5.) 

It is very remarkable, but I find in a petition to Parlia- 
ment made by the Lollards against the Roman Catholic 
Cleigy, the following words : “ that they teach transubstanti- 
ation , which leads to idolatry ; enjoin confession, which makes 
them supercilious that the wisdom which dictated those 
sentiments came from above, cannot for a moment be doubted. 
Experience has most amply proved how true they were ; for 
where are there such gross idolators in the world, as the 
believers in transubstantiation P 

I cannot do better than conclude this long note in the 
admirable lines of the revered Herbert : 

Who knows not love, let him assay 
And taste that juice, which on the cross, a pike 
Did set abroach ; then let him say, 

If ever he did taste the like. 

Love is that liquor, sweet and most divine, 

Which my God feels as blood, but I, as wine. 

2b Wheresoever is Jesus Christ , there is the Catholic Church , #c. 

This is a very, very excellent passage, and fully agrees 
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with what the Redeemer himself spake. And when he put - 
teth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them , end the sheep 
follow him , for they know his voice . And a stranger will 

THEY NOT FOLLOW, hut will FLEE FROM HIM J /Or THEY KNOW 

not the voice of strangers . (John x. 4, 5.) So that it is not 
possible for any deceiver to deceive his own sheep : as he 
says again : by their fruits ye shall know them. (Mat viL 20.} 
Whenever a false shepherd, more commonly called minister, 
pastor, oar bishop, makes his appearance among the sheep, 
they ' flee from him,* the Redeemer says. His voice they 
know not 5 because their ears are circumcised, that they can 
hear only what the spirit saith to the churches. 

It is also dear from hence, that in whatever assembly 
Jesus Christ is not to be found, there is not the Catholic 
church. From such congregation, of whatever denominatioiv, 
the candlestick has been removed ; (Rev. iL 6.) for Jesus 
Christ walketh in the midst of the golden candlesticks , 
(the churches.) (Rev. i. 20.) 
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NOTES 1 

Olf 

THE MARTYRDOM OF* IGNAtlUS. 


And he d' hiih^in A > valley in tht land of AJhah y own again*t.\Be4K^ 

peer : but\ #*o) man knowtt-k of hi* upulohre unto this day.— De uU 
xxxiv. 6. 

Now the grave*s a downy bed. 

Embroider’d round with blood ; 

Say not th£ bifelieV^r^ debd^' * 1 
He tidy l^t»!rt‘C^d^HAiW , i v ‘ 

26 Groaning dV the reparation , > 

The ptfthd^aftd beatify df thift ‘language;) caoonty.herap* 
jtt edart ed 1 1 bf tho$d hate felt the same. Hardhearted 

Stoidsm-is bf'ft totally opposite tiatJu re to Christianity, j Wfaisa 
we lose Ibitir friends/ though wehawtfthe fullest oassuimee 
that our loss is their eternal gain ; yet heaviness we must 
endure for a season : till the voice speaks within : — Why art 
thou cast down O my soul ? and why art thou disquieted within 
me ? Hope thou in God. (Ps. xlii. 5.) And ye now there- 
fore have sorrow ; hut I will see you again , and your heart 
shall rejoice , and your joy no man taketh from you. (John 
xvi. 22.) 

27 Conveyed away to Antioch, & c. 

Their conveying the relics to Antioch is not to be com* 
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mended; it was a weakness from which, of one kind or 
another, none of us frail mortals are free. Of this there can 
be no question, that they would have much better pleased 
both their friend Ignatius, and his great and divine Master, 
had they decently and carefully interred them in some retired 
spot, before they left Italy. Could the Israelites have found 
out the place where Moses was buried, it is certain that they 
would have ‘ gone a whoring* after his relics ; as much as 
ever Englishmen did after those of Thomas a Beckett 5 or 
as they themselves did after the multitudes of their idols, and 
of their molten images. (Hosea xiii. 2.) My people ask 
counsel at their stocks , and their staff declareth unto them : 
f or the spirit of whoredoms hath caused them to err , and they 
have gone a whoring from under their God. (Hoe. iv. 12.) 
What ' they did with the brazen serpent fully proves the pre- 
ceding assertion. But King Hezekiah’s treatment of that 
serpent is a lesson to us to teach us how to act in all such 
cases. He removed the high places , and brake the images , and 
cut down the groves , and brake in pieces the brazen serpent , 
that Moses had made : for unto those days the children of Israel 
did bum incense to it ; and he called it Nechushtan ; that is, 
brazen , by way of contempt. (2 Kings, xviii. 4.) Thus 
he poured mockery upon their folly, which is the only way in 
which the servants of the Lord can deal with such ignorance, 
superstition, and worshipping and honoring of the devil. 
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NOTES 


ON 

THE MARTYRDOM OF POLYCARP. 


/ind how shall they preach , except they be sent f — Rom, x. 15. 

Build on no man's parts or merit. 

But behold the gospel-plan ; 

Jesus sends his holy spirit, 

Aud the spirit sends the man.— Hart. 

38 Accomplished according to the will of God. 

Nothing ever was right, nor blessed of God, but what was, 
done € according to his will:' therefore it is that Ignatius 
says to Polycarp, * nor do thou any thing without God 
therefore it is that Paul says to the Romans, * whatsoever is 
not of faith is sin •* (xiv. 23.) And therefore it is that the 
Ix)rd saith by his prophet Hosea, * they have made princes , 
and 1 knew it not.* 4.) The observations by which 

this epistle is introduced were at that time called for (the 
reign of Aurelius), by reason of the false $eal with which 
empty enthusiasts offered themselves to the magistrates, in 
times of persecution, which were frequent, to be put to 
death ; vainly supposing, that if they did but die for Christ, 
no matter why, nor how, that all would be well with them $ 
being ignorant of what the scripture saith, * though I bestow 
all my goods to feed the poor , and though i give my body 
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be burned, and have not charity (love), it profitelh me 
nothing .* (1 Cor. xiii. 3.) But in truth it is error to say 

that such persons die for Christ’s sake : they die to gratify 
their own vain glory. 

There is a false zeal in activity also in our day j of a very 
different kind, it is true ; but not a whit less presumptuous 
than that aforementioned. I mean the zeal exercised in 
sending forth missionaries, who never had the will of God 
manifested unto them, respecting what they are going upon ; 
and who are walking in total darkness, while they profess to 
be in the light The execrable trash which they publish in 
the name of religion, justifies me in this assertion : for by 
their, nauseous tracts they make that truth, which is pf all 
things most sacred, a by-word both at home and abroad : 
by the same tracts proving themselves to be more ignorant of 
their Maker than the heathen whom they, profess to teach. 
Christ hath said, the servant is not greater than his Lord ; 
neither he that is seht greater than he that sent him . 
(John xiii. 16,) If then, the senders themselves have not 
the r keys of the kingdom of heaven/ how can they commu- 
nicate them to those whom they send ? 'What can such do 
at the very best, but slay the souls that should pot die , and 
save the souls alive that should not live? (Ezek. xiii. 19.) 
The word of God declares that Svhere he sends not, they 
shall not profit the people at all. (Jer. xxiii. 32.) All they 
Can do for them ik, to turn them from a bad ddusiotf to a 
worse ; fulfilling what the Saviour ‘Skid of their progenitors : 
* woe unto you,' Scribes and Pharisees , hypocrites / for ye com- 
pass sea and land to make one proselyte, and token he is made ? 
ye make him two-fold more the child of hell than y ourselves • 
(Mat. xxiii. 15.) 


i { Q^ vtit pur© things, most pore, mast those things be. 

Who bring my, God toms!— H kubbrt. 

Another dark feature in these missionary societies is the 
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employment to which they set the women 5 sending them 
about the streets from house to house , speaking things which 
they ought not (^Tim. v. 13), and moreover which they 
understand not, contrary to the scriptures, which bid them to 
be keepers at home, that the word of God be not blasphemed . 
(Tit. ii. 5.) 

29 Take away the Atheists . 

Mosheim has very clearly .stated why the Primitive Chris- 
tians were called Atheists , as follows : “ The Christians had 
neither sacrifices, nor temples, nor images, nor oracles, nor 
sacerdotal orders; and this was sufficient to bring upon 
them the reptoaches of an ignorant multitude, who imagined 
that there could be uo religion .without these. Thus they 
were looked upon as a sort of Atheists ; and by the Roman 
laws, those who were -chargeable 'with Atheism were declared 
the pests of human ; socfetf- M; (Moeh.'vol. I. pp. 74, 75.) 

80 There came forth with his spirit , &c. 

The Greek word peristera is not found, as Ruinart informs 
us, in the Pratellian manuscript; nor in JSusebius and others : 
on which account it has been supposed to.be an interpolation. 
If not an interpolation, it is a corrupt reading for pneuma ; 
or at least used figuratively in the sense of pneuma . For 
had the writer meant peristera literally, (which is impossible) 
it is clear he could not have used the ’ verb totdfthe; but 
apeptato * 

Peristera has excited the laughter Pf many an awful Deist, 
and other infidel. I shall only at this time give these be- 
nighted Egyptians one stripe with the rod of Dean Prideaux, 
used by him on a similar occasion : w Afad let these infidels 
make the most of it they can.** (v. iii. p. 429.) Just adding 
a salutary caution from Holy writ : Woe unto you , that laugh 
now ! for ye shall mourn and weep. (Luke vi. 25.) 
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Some men's sin* are open be/ore-hand, going before to judgment, and torn* 
men they follow after . — 1 Tim. v. 24. 

With hearts of flinty and fronts of brass. 

Some talk of Christ their head s 
And make the living Lord, alas ! 

Companion with the dead. 

Familiar freedom, luscious names^ 

To Christ some fondly use, 

Visions of wonder, flashy frames. 

Are others* utmost views.-— Hast. 

I could have wished to have closed this book without another 
observation $ but a work has just issued from the press, in 
which the truth is much vilified, and set at defiance ; and 
of which I must not omit to take a brief notice. There are 
no less than three preachers of the Huntingtonian class in 
this single Town of Brighton, each attended by very consi- 
derable numbers, one of whom, (John Gibbs) is the author 
of the book alluded to, from which is taken the following 
extract, p. 82 . 

“ And I sunk in all the sensible pains of hell, so that the 
deep appeared ready to swallow me up, and the pit to shut 
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lier mouth upon me (Ps. lxix. 15.) ; for I felt mysdf going 
down to destruction as sensibly as any go from the presence 
of God, when he says, ‘ depart, ye cursed, into everlasting 
burnings;* and the infernal fiend cried out to me, Mis all 
over with you now.* When in the twinkling of an eye, as 
I thus sunk, this thought sprang up within me, — ‘ I will cry 
once more for the last time :* and this was the cry : * Have 
mercy.* At the moment of this misery or anguish passing in 
me, a light opened over my head with such transcendent 
glory that I cannot describe. My reader will please to take 
notice that this took place about midnight, and that the night 
was very dark, and that I did not see the vision with my 
natural eyes. At the instant that this glory opened on me, 
these words with their contents came with power to my 
soul : — ‘ The times of refreshing are come from the presence 
of the Lord.* (Acts iii. 19.) And these words were also 
ushered in: — ‘The Lord whom you seek, shall suddenly 
come to his temple;* (Mai. iii. 1.) and these also, ‘Behold 
me, behold me,* (Isa. lxv. 1.) and immediately I felt a rising 
ns sensibly as Lazarus did when he came out of the grave, 
and I am certain as sensibly as I shall do when the last trumpet 
shall be blown, and my dead body shall arise. O what a sudden 
coming of the Lord was here ! what refreshings ! and what 
a beholding, with wonder and astonishment ! 1 what, me. 
Lord ?* I cried. ‘ Yes, thee.* ‘ But I am unworthy — it 
cannot be — *tis too great.* I bowed down in myself and 
wondered, and wondered again at so much goodness, till I 
wept aloud, and cried like the prodigal, ‘Father, I have 
sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no mone 
worthy to be called thy son.’ (Luke xv. 21.) f I am 
unworthy of so much goodness.* I then went to the window 
to see whether all was real, and whether I was rational. 1 
could just see the trees, and perfectly well knew where I 
was, and that I was in my right mind.** 

The reader upon perusing this will doubtless exclaim (if he 
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be a sensible one), ' Can any man be so. deluded ? Not one 
of sound mind, certainly.' Nevertheless, Huntington’s 
twenty volumes of works published by Beniley are replete 
with the very same;. 

Though is a most certain truth that every Christian soul 
has been baptized, into the death of Christ, and. has been 
raised up together, with him to newness of life (Horn. vi. 5, 
&c.)» yet the manner in w^ich the Eternal Spirit effect? that 
work, bears not the slightest similitude to what is set forth in 
the foregoing extract. His c sensibly going down to destruction, 
and sensibly rising,' ; is , more like the language of a lunatic, 
who tells, us .that he breakfasted at nine o’clock with the 
Grand, Seignior, and that,, at eleven the same morning he 
paid a visit to General Bplivar on the opposite side of the 
globe, than.any thing^I have ever yet read. 

But what does he mean -by the expression * natural eyes ?' 
He means to insinuate that he has spiritual eyes. Then those 
spiritual eyes must be on the outside of his head ; (Otherwise 
how could he with them see the light jthat was oyer his 
head ? And indeed if he will imagine that he has spiritual 
eyes, sure enough they are on the outside : for it is very dear 
he has none in his heart, nor understanding. Such a contra- 
diction, one would think, must be evident even to his own 
blind disciples. 

The summing up of the whole is very good : by going to 
the yrindojv #nd seeing the, trees, he drew the conclusion that 
he was in his right mind. 

If you, Jobe* Gibbs, were in yp»r right mind at that time, 
then X dedme that there is not a lunatic in Bedlam, nor in 
any other asylum in this, land, but what is in as right a mind. 
Nor peuyou bain yww right mind, now, pr you would not 
publish nor mistake such strong delusion fpr the Swords of 
truth and soberness.’ But you are a true child of the arch- 
impostor, Huntington. 

Amongst the immense mass of writers and preachers of 
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false divinity, which this age has produced, I should scarcely 
have considered this man worthy of particular notice above 
the rest, but for two reasons : first, he has made a bolder 
attack upon the Truth, than any of his predecessors or con- 
temporaries have had the hardihood to do, making very free 
use of the name of one whom we must ever venerate 3 and 
every insult offered to whose memory, even a common regard 
for divine truth must teach us to resent with the utmost 
indignation. Secondly, several persons, who did profess to 
have more understanding, have beea drawn into his snare, 
and led in the downward road by his bombast style of preach- 
ing. This being the case, it behoves us to shew, that we 
hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering : (Heb. 
x. 23.) and though the love of many may wax cold ; and 
though concerning faith they may have made shipwreck : 
nevertheless, as Paul testified, the foundation of God standeth 
sure, having this seal, the Lord knoweth them that are his . 
And, let every one that nameth the name of Christ, depart from 
iniquity . (2 Tim. ii. 19.) Though the deceiver in another 

part of his book quotes from Paul to Timothy : for God hath 
not given us the spirit of fear, but of power, and of love, and 
of a sound mind ; yet he was obliged to go * to the window 
to see if all was real, and if he was rational.* It requires no 
spiritual understanding to know this : it must be evident to 
every man possessed of common sense, that if he could not 
discern that he was in his right mind without going to the 
window, he certainly could not discern it any better at the 
window. 

Indeed, the blessed Immanuel himself and his servants 
have in all ages been called madmen 3 but then without any 
ground. In the present instance we have a very different 
case presented to us 3 who will say, except such as are in the 
same delusion, that there is not very sufficient ground for the 
charge here ? 

The first martyr burnt in England under the Homan 
2 a 
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Catholic power, was William Sawtre. His execution took 
place on the second of March, 1401. Lingard speaks of 
it in the following very affected language. " The unhappy 
man , instead of being shut up in an asylum for lunatics , was 
burnt to death as a malefactor in the presence of an immense 
multitude: and the Commons by their speaker returned 
thanks to the king that, whereas by bad doctrine the faith of 
holy church was on the point of being overturned, to the des- 
truction of the king and kingdom, he had made and ordained 
a just remedy to the destruction of such doctrine and the 
pursuers thereof.” (Vol. iv. p. 447.) I have introduced this 
passage for the purpose of shewing Dr. Lingard and others, 
the difference between a real lunatic, and one falsely called 
so : and the difference between rash judgment, and judg- 

V 

ment in righteousness : for with what judgment ye judge , ye 
shall be judged: (Mat. vii. 2.) And he that justifieth the 
wicked , and he that condemneth the just, even they both are 
abomination to the Lord. (Prov. xvii. 15.) Lingard then, 
according to the scriptures, hath committed abomination in 
condemning Sawtre, the just : for he hath brought no proof 
against him. So likewise should 1 be guilty of abomination, 
were I to justify John Gibbs, the wicked $ who hath in the 
foregoing extract published quite sufficient to justify any 
medical man in consigning him to such an asylum, as that 
to which Lingard would have consigned Sawtre. 

Sawtre had been, first, rector of Lynn, in Norfolk ; but 
afterwards had been appointed chaplain at St Osyth*s, in 
London. In this situation he petitioned Parliament, that he 
might have the liberty of disputing before them. His object 
was to prove to them the corrupt state of the existing 
hierarchy and established clergy in general. So much alarm 
did that petition create in the minds of the wicked, that he 
was quickly apprehended, and as quickly burnt. And for 
that Lingard, who of course, being a Roman Catholic, must 
make the best of a bad case, affects to pronounce him a 
lunatic. 
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1 can only say that, under similar circumstances, might I 
be blessed with equal courage. And so far from counting 
him an unhappy man , he was doubtless most happy ; for 
his object was the crown of martyrdom 5 and like Igna- 
tius he gained 4 his heart’s desire and like Timothy and 
Christ Jesus, * he witnessed a good confession before many 
witnesses:* (1 Tim. vi. 12, 13.) Who, for the testimony of 
Jesus, 4 was burnt to death as a malefactor in the presence of 
an immense multitude .’ 

As has been already observed, both Christ himself, and 
his prophets before him, and his apostles after him, and his 
ministering servants to this very day, were not only called > 
but also counted madmen, by the men of this world, ‘ which 
lieth in wickedness :* though they were all possessed, not of 
the spirit of superstitious fear ; but 4 of power and of love, 
and of a sound mind.' But I warn guilty preachers ; I warn 
the 4 wolves in sheep's clothing,* against sheltering them- 
selves by saying, when they are buffetted for their faults , that 
they are only treated like their Master, suffering for Christ's 
sake. They can never deceive us for any length of time- 
we have this unfailing criterion to judge them by : by their 
fruits ye shall know them. 

Having now said more than sufficient to shew what a 
deceived teacher of religion Lewes and Brighton is infested 
with in the character just described, I might at once leave 
him $ but it may perhaps be more satisfactory to some minds, 
that I should make a few observations on that part of his 
book, which relates to Mr. M’Culla. 

All the transactions there mentioned took place some years 
before my acquaintance with that noble preacher of the cross 
of Christ began. And though it is said by those, who were 
eye-witnesses of the whole, that he has made a very clipped 
and unfair statement 5 yet l will not attempt to dispute any 
of the facts with him $ but take them all for granted 1 and 
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in order to spare as much as possible my own and ray reader’s 
time, shall select three particular points for comment : the 
first, shewing his wretched heretical ideas of church-govern- 
ment ; the second, his own avowal that he never embraced 
the truth in heart ; but was all along fast bound in the strong 
bands of Huntingtonian delusion $ the third, that he is a 
sensualist from first to last, not being able to ' receive the 
things of the Spirit of God/ 

I. "It was agreed that M'Culla should have no 

controul, power, or command over us, or in ordering of any 
thing amongst us, or over the meeting-house, but that all 
order and rule should be in the majority of the eleven/' 
(P. 102.) 

A beautiful figure of a church is here presented to us : the 
teacher was then to be under the command and tuition of 
them, whom he taught, One would have imagined that a 
slight view of the universal law of nature, and of common 
sense, would have kept this wonderful preacher from making 
such an exposure of his confused mind. But he observes, 
they * set sail on a stormy ocean/ How could it be other- 
wise, when all the scholars were appointed to the command 
over their master > Paul says to the Hebrews — Remember 
them that bear rule over you , &c. And to Timothy he says : 
a bishop must be one that rulelh well his own house , having his 
children in subjection with all gravity ; for if a man know not 
how to rule his own house , how shall he take care of the church 
of God ? But sure I am, that Mr. MTulla was no party to 
the agreement cited above : he was too well acquainted with 
the duties of his office : nor had he the slightest suspicion of 
any such having taken place : for they kept their minds and 
hearts shut up from him, till the * word of God’ penetrated 
them, and set them all on fire ; and then they began to feel 
Who had the command : which Gibbs is obliged to confess in 
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page 106, excusing himself from paying his share of the. 
rent, because they had broken their agreement, " in giving 
up the command of the chapel into the hands of M’Culla.” 

II. “ At three different times since my deliverance, I had 
been in great darkness and doubt, as to my interest in the 
friend of sinners, and no man s word was ever so blessed to 
me in those days a» was his (Huntington’s), especially at 
three different times never to be forgotten. This had given 
him a place in my be^ft never to be dislodged again, &Q., 
and I said to M^Culla, f if this is not a witness for him, l 
know I can have no witness for you, as I never had such a 
witness for you/ " (P* 108.) 

Here Mr. Gibbs plainly avows himself to be the disciple of 
Wm, Hunt (more commonly known by his fictitious name of 
Huntington), an impostpr* who certainly had, and still, has, 
more admirers, than any of his .Satan-unspired brethren! of, 
the present day $ but a man at the same time, whose writings, 
for the grossness of the delusions they contain, are very little 
behind those of Johanna Southcote. 

One thing is clear and certain to all them that possess the 
troth $ that as soon as any man is enabled to drink of the 
water, of life freely t (Rev, xxii. 17.), he is made to cast up 
from his heart whatever error he may have previously imbibed 
through Satan’s agency ; but the Huntingtmiian errprs above 
all, he is made to feel to be more nauseous than all others, 
and to detest them with a more; perfect hatred. Mr. Gibbs, 
then, never received the truth internally $ for his heart was 
fast bound up against it} so that he could only feed on husks, 
which our most mighty and most gracious Saviour tells us is 
the food of swine. (Luke xv. 16.) 

That Mr. IVTCulla ‘ was chafed’ on finding this to be the 
case with him, need not to be wondered at ; for he had indeed 
most just cause to be so. It seems to me next to impossible 
that he should be otherwise, when we know that this man. 
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Gibbs, was for a time the most forward of all to speak well 
of him, and to receive the wot d with joy, &c. (Matt. xHI. *0.) 
Nothing on earth could be more vexing than to find, after all 
his blazing profession, that his heart was as for off from 
receiving the truth, as sin is from holiness. 

III. " This same M'Culla made his boast, that he would 
preach my funeral sermon; and that he would never cease 
pursuing me, till 1 was lodged in the pit of hell with the 
prince of rebels. Some of his disciples have denied this ; 
but I have his letter in my house to this day, in his own 
hand-writing, in which I can shew it verbatim.** (P. 106.) 

I wish he had published the letter verbatim : and 1 ask 
why he did not 1 He could have no reason for withholding 
it, but the fear of publishing to the world a clear manifesta- 
tion of the deception of his own heart, and of his false 
profession. It is more than probable that the above is a very 
garbled statement : however the darkened and carnal state of 
Gibbs’s mind is herein very much exposed. For we are well 
convinced, that nothing could be farther from the thoughts of 
Mr. M'Culla, than 'preaching his funeral sermon' in the 
literal sense of the words. But as the preaching of Christ 
proved to be 'a savour of death’ unto Gibbs ; his name, of 
course, was soon 'blotted out of the book of life;’ (Rev. 
iii. 5. and xxii. 19.) that is, he was cut off from the com- 
munion of saints, or rejected, as a heretic, according U> 
Paul’s commandment : and his funeral sermon was truly and 
spiritually pleached, by the servant of the Loan of Life, 
many a time over. And as it is not very unlikely, but that 
1 may depart this life, before Mr. Gibbs, 1 take this oppor- 
tunity of preaching it for him once more, by telling him ' the 
wages oj sin is death / for when a man has received the mark, 
of the beast in his forehead, (Rev. xiii. 16.) it is open for tho 
reading of all the spiritual : and the word of the Loan is ; 
for it is a people of no undebstandino : therefore he, that 
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made them , will not have mercy on them , and he that formed 
them will shew them no favour . (Isa. xxvii. 11.) Elijah 
preached the funeral sermon of Baal's prophets, by mocking 
them, and turning their religion into ridicule ; and afterwards 
took and slew them. In all ages it has been the lot of the 
stewards of the divine mysteries, to behold much both of r the 
goodness and of the severity of God.' (Rom. xi. 22.) And 
though they are constrained while contending earnestly for 
the faith against the wicked, to declare what is made known 
unto them $ yet the very view of it often makes them inter- 
bally tremble, while they do declare it. The gospel of Christ 
is indeed life from the dead to them that receive it $ but at 
the same time it most assuredly is the death warrant of all 
them that do not receive it. (Mark xvi. 16.) But those 
mine enemies , which would not that I should reign over them , 
bring hither , and slay them before me. (Luke xix. 27.) 
Christ preached the funeral sermon of the Jews, who 
rejected his message of peace j yet wept with a most bitter 
lamentation, while he did preach it. (Luke xix. 41.) And 
suffered death himself within a few days after. 

As to r pursuing him/ it is but too evident that he has the 
word of condemnation in his own conscience, ‘ being con- 
demned of himself/ as Paul says (Tit. iii. 2), which he finds 
it wholly out of his power to get rid of : and if he cannot 
escape its pursuit in this life, how much less will he be able 
to escape it in eternity. " Behold, ye despisers, and wonder 
and perish ; for I work a work in your days, a work which ye 
shall in no wise believe, though a man declare it unto you. 9 * 
(Acts xiii. 41.) 

This infatuated enemy of truth charges Mr. M'Culla with 
‘ wishing him to be in hell.’ Now it is very certain that the 
most hardened of Adam's corrupted posterity, whatever he 
might utter with his lips, never did from his heart wish the 
very ; worst of his fellow-creatures to be in hell. It is quite 
contrary to human nature. Knowing that a man will be in 
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hdl, hvery far from wishing him ta be there. As well might 
be charge the prophet Ahijah with wishing* against J eroboam 
and bis wicked house, that terrible destruction Which he was 
obliged to denounce against them. (1 Kings, xiv.) As weU 
might he chaige the apostle Feter with wishing the destruc- 
tion df Simoh Magus, because he foresaw it 3 or Cmsr, 
with wishing the ruin of Judas Iscariot, because ho* called 
him * the son of perdition/ Christ; indeed, not only weH 
knew, but also foretold the terrible overthrow of his own 
brethren, the Jews $ yet he gave most evident proof that; at 
man, be Was very, very -far, front' wishing 1 the least 'dvfl tn 
comb upon them : * how often would I heme gathered thy 
children 'ttfrthkr ye t h e was taught submission 1 to the 
EtCrnaI v will; saying, * not as I will , but Us Mob #Ht/ 
(Matt, xtvi: 99.) And all iris servants arfe tahgfct 'the same. 
But there cat) be no dhubt that, when he sSfd tetfcem, ‘how 
can * ye es/cape the damnation of hell f (Matt. xXiii.) those 
malignant enemies, like Gibbs, charged him with wishing 
them to be 7 there, und therefore they Cried out, ‘UwayWith 
him — crucify hiih' 

Christ saw that these Jews had shined beyond the reach 
of thercy $' and by reason of his office, as a preacher arid a 
prophet, when they rebelled more and more, he was con* 
strtrihed' to declare unto them 1 the impossibility' of their 
escaping * the damnation of heH/ But l wefl‘ktioW, ft was 
with real anguish on his part, that the words Came forth : J ftW 
he was and still is the tehderest of ah mankind . 1 These 
were a part of his sorrows that so marred his visage bt&re than 
any man . (Isa. lii. 14.) The same anguish alsoWid he dfeeT, 
mixed with indignation at their ingratitude. When he told the 
people bf Capernaum/ that it should be mote tolerebte fbr 
the Ihnfl of ’Sodorh iti the day 6 f judgment/ than for them. 
(Mrft. *5.^4.)' The sam^ feeling alS 6 *WS seivrfnttWilifede 
partakers of, in measure ; for they are predestintftfeftd'be 
conformed tblrisimage. viii; 29;) 1 " 11 ~ 1 
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His image indeed while on earth was grief : so Isaiah 
'described it : acquainted with grief : (lilt. 8.) And so Paul 
found it : if in this life only we have hope, we are of all men 
most miserable, (1 Cor. xv. 19.) But as Sorrowful, yet almay \ 
rejoicing. (2 Cor. vi. 10.) In the midst of so much sorrow, 
whence then ariseth this rejoicing, yea, this joy which no 
man ; no, nor yet sword ; nor fire cad take from us > It 
ariseth from the 'hope of glory’ formed within, by the 
spirit of the Redeemer, (Col. i. 27.) who hath placed us, as 
polished stones in that temple, in which he dwelleth ; wherein 
heholdeth his court, far from the world’s view. This hope 
of glory made known unto us, by the powerful voice of God 
spoken within the soul j confirmed unto us by his oath j and 
sealed by his blood > this it is, that out-balanceth all our 
sorrow, and maketh every trial light, whether brought upon 
us by the false and wicked preachers of Satan, or the vain 
world, or our own corrupt hearts : this hope of glory it is, 
that causeth Us, when in the enjoyment of faith, to long for, 
and to 'love his appearing:' (2 Tim. iv. 8.) to love the 
appearing, that is, the second coming of him, whose love the 
‘eloquence of Paul could find no language to express ; saying, 
that it € passeth knowledge.' (Eph. iii. 19.) Mark , it 
passeth knowledge $ and yet he is exceedingly anxious that we 
should know it ; that is, know it in measure ; as much of it 
as our finite understandings are capable of conceiving : that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith ; that ye being rooted 
<md grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all 
saints, what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height ; 
and to know the love of Christ, Ac. Such indeed, I well 
know, is his love to me, in common with all his saints, that 
his very reins rejoice, when my lips speak right things. (Frov. 
xxiiL 16.) And when do they speak right things } When 
that hallowed fire proceedeth out of them, which devoureth 
the ungodly. (Rev. xi. 5.) Yea, such, I well know, is his 
love to me, that in every trial, that my soul passeth through, 
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hi* very bowels yearn oyer me with sympathy* Such is the 
gracious Redeemer of Israel: such is my Redeemer : in a 
little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment : but faith 
everlasting kindness will I hi, we mercy on thee, saith the 
ioBD, thy Redeemer. (Isa. liv. 8.) Let the redeemed sinner 
kpow for his oomfort, that our version does not nearly give 
the force of the Hebrew in this verse, which is with ever- 
lasting kindness have I most tenderly loved the?, saith 
Jehovah , thy Redeemer . And indeed, when we arrive in our 
haven of eternal rest, our wonder will be, that we ^ad such 
short views of his unspeakable love, which, to repeat PaqTs 
words, * passetli knowledge.’ But the blind professor, and 
the profane worldling will object tq me, and say $ how do you 
know this for yourself? how do you know, that a# a bridegroom 
rejoiceth over his bride, so doth thy God rejoice over thee ? 
(Isa. lxii. 5.) How do I know it ! why, in the only way in 
which it can be known : having T>een bom again, not of cor- 
ruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which 
Uveth and abideth for ever : (1 Pet. i. 23.) by the word of Him 
that cannot lie. By this word he hath established with me 
the covenant of his peace, which can never be removed. 
(Isa. liv. 10.) I had indeed gone astray from the womb, 
speaking lies ; (Ps. lviii. 3.) but be, whom I had nq know- 
ledge of, found out me, that sought him not. (Rom. x. 20 ; 
Isa. Ixv, I.) When I was in my sins and blood, he passed 
by me, and said, live. (Ezek. xvu 6.) Haying heard this 
voice, I could not but live j for the dead shall bear the voice 
pf the Son of God, and they that hear shall live. (John v. 25 ) 
But what has all this to do with Gibbs and the Hunting- 
tonians ? I find, I have, in my zeal and jealousy for the 
honor of Christ and of his sacred truth, been led a little from 
my subject : and yet not so \ for Christ is my whole subject. 
They that know him, know that there is nothing in compa- 
rison of him, worth a moment’s notice. And indeed I have 
good cause to rejoice for the opportunity that Gibbs’s book 
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has afforded me of scattering some ' clean provender* for the 
lambs of the blessed Shepherd Immanuel’s fold. IF they be 
fed and made Strong, the children of darkness may find fault 
till their hearts ache $ it is our part to rejoice, and our joy no 
man takethfrom us. 

The only apology I can make to the reader for introducing 
this second appendix, is, that it was imperatively called for. 
To be enabled to defend the truth of the Lord against its 
enemies, is alone ample ground for joy and thankfulness ; but 
should any one, by What id here written, happily he rescued 
from such ' soul-destroying delusions,' much increase of 
those spiritual fruits Wouldno doubt be occasioned thereby. 
And though each individual of.our fellow-creatures is entitled 
to respect and honour, proportioned to his rank and conduct 1 
in life | yet while engaged in bearing witness for his Redeemer, 
in the momentous concerns of eternity, the 'Man of God* 
is commanded to cry, * AU flesh is grass, 9 which withereth 
away, as soon as the Spirit of the Lord blowetK upon it. 
(Isa. xl. 6.) And thus in one sense indeed all mankind may 
truly be said to be on a level, all being formed of dust; yet' 
Christians are the very opposite of levellers : for order and 
gradation the most perfect that can be conceived, is what 
they learn from the views, which they already have of the 
gloVy' and blessedness, that 1 Is laid Up for them. We know 
the order and the harmony above to be infinite : we know 
also that nothing is better, than good order, and strict disc i- 
filihe in the church of Chris? below and this teaches us by 
an easy and 1 natural inference, that nothing is better than, 
good order add strict discipline in the World, as for Wit Can 
be maintained : therefore good lCWs, And gOod Magistrates, 
who rightly execute them, are among the ehtfef blessings of 
Providence, while we hasten, as strangers, through this world, 
to that city, which we seek. I noW finish With two short 
extracts from Mr. M'Culla's writings : the first from ' Myste- 
rious Babylon/ p. 26. 
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* HowevCf, through mercy, I neither act tomrds you nof 
them a o, not befog ashamed of the goepdof Christ. Nor 
yet have I acted .towards John Gibbs of Lewes, as you have 
tpy^ards YinaU and other deceived mortals} for when he 
would usurp the sacred office of the ministry, I withstood 
him, .until he was obliged to separate^ being pensual, having 
npt the spirit/' 

How folly Gibbs has, by his recent publication, verified the 
forgoing description of himself, written fifteen years ago ! 

Vinali, who is there mentioned, has become the most 
popular of the Huntingtonian preachers in these parts ; but 
what has been said of Gibbs, is, with very slight variations, 
applicable to Vinali, to his present opponent, Goulding, to his 
confederal, Fowler, and all the rest of them 5 all avowing 
themselves to be disciples and admirers of Huntington, and 
having gathered their materials to deceive with, almost wholly 
from that deluded man's writings. 

The names mentioned in the following extract were former 
confederates of Gibbs, but, with ope exception, are long since 
dead. The second extract is from an unpublished letter, 
dated at March, Isle of Ely, Oct. 20, 1815. 

" When I returned tp London I had letters from Richardson, 
Lower, Ellis * all filled with their self-justification, impudence, 
ignorance, and insolence, all which I have answered. Rich- 
ardson, Goliah-like, in his, gives me the challenge — f we are 
prepared to meet you in public or private/ However, I 
believe he had much better be in the smoke of his forge, than 
enter the lists to be enveloped in the smoke, and in the way 
of the charge of Zion's great guns, when they begin to roar ! 
Her bulwarks are bomb-proof against such puny arms of 
flesh. I sent him word in answer, ' that in the strength of 
the Lord I had smote his heads, Huntington, Jenkins, Brook, 
and had no doubt but with the help of the Lord, J shall cut 
the tail as small as minced meat with the sword of the spirit V 
fiuch men as these begin to boast in girding on their harnesi, 
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more than tpfj^who are putting it off; and therefor* are they 
as the prophet dedares— ' I hearkened and heard j but they 
spake not aright : no man repented him of his wickedness, 
saying, 'what have I done f every one turned to his course, 
as the horse rusheth into the battle.* But even those things 
are permitted by the Loan for some wise end, and well it is 
for them who are kept out of their snare ! ! V* , 



CREASY tmi BAKER* Ft tatov* 
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